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ET * e 
Mr. Garthwait, 
Need not tell you with what ſucceſs y 
publiſhed the Excellent Treatiſe, T H E 
w HOLE DUTY OF MAN: It 
is your Felicity to be again inſtrumental to 


the profit of this Church and Nation, by your 
Edition of theſe Religious and Prudent Inſtructi- 


ons. And although the Addreſs be not ſo unis 


verſal in this, as in the former; yet th will have 
a large influence upon other Conditions beſides 
Gentlemen: Their Converſe, if reformed, will be 
exemplary , and operative upon others. A Gen- 
try that would afford an obedient Ear to theſe 
Admonitions, and a Clergy that would to Piety 


and Learning, joyn Humility, Modeſty and Sea | 


briety , will be the beſt Humane means to recover 
this ſinful Nation, and oppreſſed Chxrov, from the 
Miſeries, Spiritual and Civil, under which we now 
groan. So that the Argument is well choſeny 
andit-is ſo managed, that I know not what a 
Reader that is ſomewhat moroſe can deſite, which 
is not here. The Autbor keeps cloſe to his in- 
tended Province and Deſign, his Reaſons are 
ſinewy and convincing, his Repreofs are ſevere and 
grave, yet pleaſing ; and they whom he chides, 


muſt needs love him. There is nothing in his Pe- 


rioda redundant or defeRive ; he hath a Native 
A 2 2 2 Steg anc y 
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* legancy that invites his Reader ; Variety of Lear 
ning couched , not vaunted ; and a Perſpieuity 
ſuch, as will make his Reaſonings appear to a weak 
Eye: A Manual which is enriched with all theſe 
Graces , ihall (I truſt) not only be frequently and 
attentively peruſed , but that it will lively affect, 
and ſit cloſe to the Reins, and penetrate the Heart 
of the Reader, eſpecially that Reader for whom 
it is deſigned ; and for this Bleſſing on the Gen- 
try, it is our Duty to ſolicite the Divine Goode 
neſs, 


SARUV M, 
27. Octob. I 6 5 9. 


Tour aſſured Friend, 
** J: Hum. H. 
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The Preface. 


lie Authority 0 . — ſo us 
amore general prevalency than tba 
NE 
- Y to aſſault that With this, may be 
25 thought not to have well digeſted the 
P21 prudent Caution of our Saviour, Luke 
— 14.31. To fit down and conſider 
whether he be able with ten thouſand to meethim 
that cometh againſt him with twenty chouſand 3 for 
doubtleſs ſuch, and much greater is the ods between theſe 
two Litigants. And to the imputation of this unweartneſs, 
I comme bas foreſee the preſent deſign very liable, 

2. Gentility has long fmce confuted Job's Apboriſme, 
Man is born to labour, and inſtead thereof, has pronounc=- 
ed to its Clients the Rich man's Requiem, Soul tale thine 
eaſe, eat, drin and he merry, 4 Gentleman is now ſup- 
poſed to be only a thing of pleaſure, a Creature ſent into the 
World, as the Leviathan into the deep, to take his pa- 
ſtime therein, ( and the better to compleat the Parallel, to 
devour bis underlings too) and then 'twill be no wonder if 
it be adjudged a ridiculous Soleciſm to attempt to define big 
Calling, whoſe very Eſſence is thought to conſiſt in bav. 
ing none, Nay, perbaps it will be deemed not 'only ab- 
ſurd but malicious, a Levelling project, of robbing him of 
bis Birtb. rigbt, of degrading bim from thoſe priviledges, 
Which belong to his quality, and of moulding bim again in- 
to that vulgar Maſs, from which divine Providence and 
humane Laws have diſtinguiſhed him. But from this jea- 
louſie I dare truſt the enſuing Leaves to be their own Vindi- 
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THE PREFACE. 
, + have been no unconcerned (much leſs inſulting) 
PRE 4b0r of the depreſſions the Gentry bave fallen 
| tbeſe latter years, but have pay them my juſt tribute of 
compaſſion ; yet | confeſs, I think thoſe ſcarce worthy a re- 
gret, in compariſon With thoſe voluntary deſcents, too many 
f them ha he made from true worth and virtue. *Tis ſure 
# far leſs deplorable ſpectacle to ſee a Gentleman ſpoiled 
of: bu Fortune by hu Conſcience , than bis Luxury, and to 
behold him under the ſtroke of the Headſman , than under 
#boſe more infamous Executioners , bis Cuſt , or In bh 
rance. Let fear if the Martyrology even of theſe ſaffer- 
ing Times were ſcanned, Venus and Bacchus Would be 
Found to bave bad many. more Martyrs , than God and © 
"Loyalty. | 
4. But 1 confeſs it an impertinence thus to ballance the 

two miſcbiefs of doing and ſuffering ill, ſince *tis certain 
The latter is to be reſolved into the former, and bas no exiſt« 

Price of it ſelf, but What it derives from that, Puniſhments 

are but the reſults of ſins: and therefore whatever Malig- 
pity is in the Effect, becomes intirely chargeable upon the 
Cauſe, and we are to look, upon our Vice not only as our 
greateſt , but our only unhappineſS. This Conſtderation 
{hes usthe ſource of all our Sufferings , and is it ſelf no 
Teſs obvigus, than thoſe 3 though one would thiuł it as con- 
.Cealed.as the head of Nilus, that ſbould only obſerve bow 
14ny other Originals of our Calamities are aſſi gned, wbileſt 
this is ow dreamt of, This Jonah is ſuffered to 1 
ſccurely in the Ship, while her more inuocem fraught is ca 
over- board, Jonah t. 5. Every'the leaſt ſparkle from 
without is charged 44 an lncendiary, When alas, like Etna, 
our own bowels ſend out that fire , which has ſo near re- 
Aureil us to alþes, But as in Diſeaſes, we account the Diſo 
eavery of the Cauſe the firſt and moſt neceſſary ſtep to the 
Cure; ſo certainly is it here, the convittion of our guilt is 
a maſt indiſpenſable Preparative towards the eaſe of our 
Preſſures, and we muſt be heavy laden in the iy | 
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© your ſelves quite tranſpoſed in your ſtation , now made the 
Tail who werg once the Bead; Deut. 28. 44. * 
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THE PREFACE. © * 
feof? Matth. 11. 28. before ve ſhall ceaſe to be ſo in the 

J. But 1 fear men proceed in this aff air rather like 
Mountebanks than good Phyſicians , uſe ſome palliating 
Medicines to allay the Effefts , or perbaps Anodynes to ſtu. 
pifie the Patient, and wholly neglełi the Root of the Malae 
ly, Nor doll appropriate this Errour to the Gentry , *tis 
too Viſible that all ſorts and qualities have to ju 4 claim 
to it, to let any one go away With the Incloſure. But becauſe 
the preſent deſign makes them my peculiar Province, I ſhall, 
waving all others, addreſs my ſelf at this time to them only, 
with this moſt paſſionate Requeſt , that they would not uſe 
that cruelty to themſelves for which Amalek ſtands brand 
ed towards Iſrael, Deut. 25. 18. By their perſevering 
Impieties ſmite and deſtroy thoſe feeble and faint Remains 
of their former Felicities, but that they would new at laſt 
ſeriouſly advert this their ſo great and important concern. 
ment, and pitch upon the true Achan , that bas thus long 
troubled their Iſra And that being done, that ftory 
directs the next ſtep F the Proceſs , even the bringing bim 
to execution, cutting that off, which will elſe infallibly bring 
down a fatal Exciſon upon themſelves, Nor is this to be 
deferred, for ales the Diſeaſe is come to too great a height, 

too dangerous a Crilis,to admit any delay of the Remedy. 
6. When Egypt had ſmarted under a ſucceſſion of mi- 
raculons Plagues for detaining the Iſraelites, the Servants 
of Pharaoh importune him to releaſe them , and conclude 
their advice with thu Pathetich enforcement , Knoweſt 
thou not yet that Egypt is deſtroyed > And God knows 
I may but too properly give the ſame edge to mine: For 
alas, Gentlemen, are not your Eſtates waſted, your Privi- 
ledges violated, your Splendours ecipſed , your Perſons re- 
ſtr. ned, your Families broken and ſhattered, your Dignities 
gh fh upon by the meaneſt of the Vulgar , and 
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HE PREFACE. | 
js is not jet time to diſmiſs tboſe das which are the Aulbor⸗ 
of allthis > If you are ſtill of Pharaob's minde, and re- 
ſolve to retain them , you are certainly no leſſe obſtinate 
#ban he, but much more irrational. He bad ſomewhat 
of viſible advantage to tempt him to detain the Iſraelites, 
they were bis Slaves, wrought bard at bis work, built bim 
Cities, But bow far is that from the Caſe bere) They 
are not your Slaves, but your Task-maſters, which you are 
ſo unwilling to part with, thoſe that ſet you to the vileſt 
and moſt ſerpile Drudgeries , and are ſo far from bring- 
ing you in profit, that I may boldly make the Apoſtles chal. 
lenge, Rom. 6. 21. VVhat fruic have you had of theſe 
things? And doubt not the onely account you can bring in 
of your Harveſt , muſt be the Inventory of your Miſeries, 
We are witneſſes of many Houſes , many Cities they have 
demoliſbd and laid waſte, but we have no ſtrutture of theirs 
to ſbew, but a Babel of Confuſion, 

7. But alas, theſe your ſecular Ruines are but their 
modeſt and petty outrages, Take another view of them, 
and it willlike Ezekiel's Viſion, Ezek. 6. 8. preſent you 
With more and greater abominations than theſe , even 


tbe abomination of deſolation in the holy place. Tour 


fins have not onely deſolated your own houſes , but Gods, 
That Beauty of his Ornament which be ſet in Majeſty, - 
Ezek. 7. 20. bath by theſe your deteſtable things been ex- 
poſed to ſpoil and pollution, We are not yet grown ſo old 


in our miſeries as to have out- worn the agravation of re- 


membring our hap pier eſtate. Aud bow ſad, bow wounding 
« contemplation is it to compare the paſt and preſent con- 
dition of this Church > When the Temple Was rebuild- 
Jug , the joy of that reſtauration could uot ſuppreſſe the 

rief of thoſe who remembred the fo much more Glo- 


ions Fabrick of the firſt , but they layed the foundation in 


ebeir tears, the text ſayes, They wept with a loud voice, 
Neh. | 12, But what tears, What ejulations can be bitter 
gr toud enough for us, Who are to lament not partial and 
ns - j mper fetf 


imperfett repaires, but total ruines and vaſtations, thet ſee 
the materials of our Sion now reduced to duſt and rubbiſh, 
who once ſaw them bappily compacted, built together as 4 
City at unity in it ſelt! 
8. And While we thus remember Sion, and are our 
ſelves by the waters of Babylon, tis ſure but proper we 
fir down and weep, bid, as thoſe Captives, Plal. 137. 4 
folemm Adieu to «ll entertainments of joy and pleaſure, 
And would God we all, particularly you to Whom I now 
ſpeak, did as exactly parallel them in this ſad and pions re. 
entment , as we do in the motives of it, that ſo your quar- 
rel to ſin might be accended to its full height, as that which 
robs you not only of your ſpiritual, but (that which many 
of you have more guſt of) your carnal joyes alſo, 'Tis your 


fins, I would I could ſay yours alane, Which have been the 


per ſecuting Sauls, that have thus made havock of the 
Church. The Securities, Profaneneſſe, and Licentiouſ- 
neſſe of your proſperous dayes made the firſt breaches in ber 
walls: and now the Impenitence and incorrigibleneſs of 
Jour calamitous, like the Edomites, cry down with her, 
down with her, even to the ground. Ia amongſt the 
Jews «Capital Guilt to curſe a Parent, and ſhall i now 
paſſe for an eaſie, or no crime, not only to curſe , but de- 
firoy our common Mother, to abett and maintain thoſe 
Troopes which thus defie , yea invade ber? O why ſhould 
Jon not at laſt recall your exiled Piety , and aſſume a boly 
and becoming indignation againſt theſe ber cruel, ber im- 
placable Enemies d 
9. But this you cannot be ſuppoſed to do, Whilſt you ar- 
raign only other mens ſins, and leave your own out of the 
ithnent, I doubt not many of you do with diſpleaſure, 
perbaps more then enough, charge ber ruine upon the im. 
mediate Inſtruments, accuſe the bold Intruſion of igno 
Teaqbers, of having depraved ber Doctrine; Ambition 
and Envy of impatient Inferiours, of ſubverting ber 
Diſcipline; the Pride and Fattion of buſie Spirits, of 
FRAY diſturbing 


THE PREFACE. 
diſturbing ber Peace; the greedy Avarice of Sacrilegious 
perſons , of devouring ber Patrimony. And theſe I (ball 
not deny to hape been the Weapons that. thus have mor- 
tally wounded ber. But let it be remembred , that theſe 
Were wielded and Whetted by the more general impieties, 

from whence they borrowed their deſtrabhive power, And 
therefore to transfer the guilt here, is but the artifice of ſlay« 


| ing Uriah with the ſword of the Children of Ammony 


Which you know acquitted not David from being a Mur- 

derer. No, Cod knows, here lies « Carkaſs of a poor hleed- 
ing Church, but which of you our Elders are qualified for 
the purgation.the Law aſſignes in that caſe , Deut. 21. 8. 
Which of you can ſay , our hands have not ſhed this 
blood, neither have our eyes ſeen it ? 

Io. let the leſs capable you are of thus waſhing your 
hands in innocence , the greater need you bave to waſh 
them in Penitence, and therefore ſince as you are Sons to 
thu Mother, the Office of Avenger of blood devolves on 
you ; O bring forth fruits of Repentance, by diſcharg- 
ing vbat part faithfully ; drag out theſe Criminals vhich 
have taken Sanctuary in your breaſts, and there dwell ſe- 
curely, as in 4 City of Refuge, and hew them in pieces, 
« Samuel did Agag before the Logd. And 45 your in- 
centives to this are inſruitely greater ani more preſſing, than 
in other murders ,. ſo will the effetts alſo vaſtly tranſcend 
thoſe of common Juſtice, That only revenges ; but this 
may repair the miſchief, recal the vital ſpi / its, and reunite 
the ſcattered limbs of this mangled body, Such an Omni- 
potency is there in ſincere Repentance , that it is able even 
to eff ett a Reſurreclion. O that you would be ambitious 
of working this Miracle, and by this pious Prodigy beget 
your Mother, that you would weep ſo long o yer ber ies, 

Pill that moiſture had rendred them prolifical, and you fee 
ber ſpring out of ber Urn. 
1. This, this © your only way of reverſing that exlir- 


fureds 


Rating Decree, which theſe Hamans (your ſins) have pro- 


ceive advantage by the perfidiouſneſs f others, to lavethe 


| THE PREFACE. - 
cured, And if you neglet# this, Mordecai's menace to 


Heſter will be too applicable to vou: if God in bis unfa- 


thomable mercy ſhould cauſe deliverance and enlerge- 
ment to ariſe from ſome other place 10 this poor defo- 
late Church, yet your ſelves can expect nothing but deſirutti= 
on. If jou hape no ſenſe of the deſolations of Sion , no. 
pity to ſee her in the Duſt, but ſtill chuſe to cberiſh thoſe 
impieties which have brought ber thither ; yet eben tbey 
will, at the laſt, avenge ber quarrel, bring you thoſe miſeries, 
the ſenſe whereof it will be impoſſible for you to avoid, 
or extinguiſh, 
I 2. For alas, to repreſent your ſins to you as the I 
c> 


nal meerly of Temporal , whether Private: or Pub 


uines, is to give you too fair and flattering a portraicture 
of them : theſe — but fe light * 4 
more diſmal ſlaughter, the Prologue to the Fatal Tragedy. 
Take their full a Ja from the Apoſtle , Rom., G. 2t. 
The end of thoſe things is death, even death; eternal. 
It is our uſual comfort againſt the perſecutions of men, that 
they can purſue us no fartber than to the — there, as 
Job ſpeaks, the weary be at reſt, But this Hirant in 
our own breaſts bas no ſuch limits to its malice , hut then 


eſpecially begins, when all other cruelties ceaſe, torturts in- 


infinitely by the ęnawings of that worm which never 
dies, and the ſcorchings of that fire which never Ah 
be quenched. 5 | WY 
13. And now who can ſufficiently wonder at the infa. 
tuation, that you ſhauld demurre upon the 1 of ſo 
treacherous & Gueſt , that youſhoud cheriſh thu Viper in 
your boſoms, Which you already feel eating your Bowels, de- 
vouring all your 1 felicities, and yet takes thoſe but 
in the way to your Heart, your more precious and eternal 
lu the common Maxime even of thoſe. that: re 


Treaſon, but hate the Traitour : but here is that Rule quite 


inverted ; You hate the Treaſon , are impatient of the H. 
20 | flictin g 


* 
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fifting conſequences ur fin, yet love tbe Traitor, 
bug ge that in your cl 1 The Apoſtle indeed 
forewarns us of the Deceitfulneſſe of fin , Heb. 3. 13. 
but ſure thu is 4 pitch beyond that; this is not deceit , but 
incbantment, ſome powerful Philtrum is muſt needs be, 
chat can tbus make men; in love not onely with deformity, 
but diſeaſe. | 

14. But all the Magicians of Egypt are not able to 
Rand before Moſes, this Magick is not ſo irreſsſtible, but 
that Reaſon and Religion will yield You countercharms, 
able to diſ-inchant lou, if You will but ſuffer them to 
come in to your aid. Do but once ſtep out of the Devils 
Circle, the actual vertiginous purſuit of your ſinful appe- 
tites, and give your Faculties ſome A Kar! ms; ſo much 
breath from that hot chaſe as may qualifie them for a 
calm conſiderate view of other things , and then tis cer= 
tain you will diſcern , that Vertue bas a much more 14 
viſhing appearance, infinttely more delectable and ena- 
mouring , than all the Devils Opticks could put upon 
your bigheſt and moſt guſtful ſenſualities, Do you onely 
beſtow ſome attentive looks upon her; let ber once in at 
your eyes, and then leave her to make ber own way to 
your heart. And this is ſure « very moderate requeſt, 
that You will but vouchſafe to look upon What is thus ami- 
able, And with what pretence can you deny it? You 
who, to gaze on thoſe tranſitory Beauties which are onely 
your ſnares, [tick at no difficulty , will be content to come 
( thoſe of You that bave no other motives ) even to Church 


uon that errend: O do not bere put off your curioſity 


Where alone it may avail you, but rather take this op- 


' portunity of ballowing that ( bitherto propbane ) part of 


your temper, 

15. It bas been none of the Devils meaneſt or un- 
luck ieſt Arts to infuſe —— into mens mindes ag «inſt 
Chriſtian Practice, by repreſenting it in the moſt avert- 
ing forms. He changes ſhapes With it , and as 'be 

* transforms 


THE PREFACE. 2 
trausforms bimſelf into an Angel of light, ſo be does this 
into one of Darkneſſe, makes it appear 4 State of the moſt 
diſmal ſadneſſe and horrour, 4 region of Antipodes to 
all Joy and chterfulneſſe. And. bow much more ready 
men are to take the Devil at bis word then Chriſt at bis, 
who profeſſes bis Yoke eaſie and bis Burthen light, 45 
pears too Viſible in the general aver ſeneſſe thoſe hape ta 
Piety, who never ſo much 45 tried it, but take up im- 
plicite confuſed prejudices 4g4inſt ii, and retain tboſe 6s 
faſt , as if they were the produfts of many years caſtly ex- 
periences, Aud vis to be frareditheſẽ bave taken the deep 
eſt root in the richeſt Soil, they ſeeming no where more ta 

ouriſh, than among You of the bigbeſt Quality, Yet ſure, 
of all others, You are moſt oblieged to eradicate them, they 
implying ou a groſſe injuſtice as any ingenuous mind muſt 


be aſbam d of. 


16. Tow will your ſelves readily pronounce, that | 


not onely corrupt, but impudent , that condemns 4 pers 
Whoſe cauſe be never heard: yet 1 you will but reflett, you 
Will find your own verdict rebound upon your ſelves, with 
4 Tu es homo; for 'tis evidently your caſe here. It it 
time for you therefore to be [a juſt , if not to Vertue, yet 
to your own Reputations , as to retratt that condem 
ſentence, you have 75 upon ber, and put on ſo much a8 
leaſt of the form of uſtice, as to give her a fair trial. Bus 
this you cannot do by bearing the tongues of men and An- 
gels plead for ber, none bus ber ſelf can manage ber cauſe, 
Jou muſt admit ber into your ſociety, and converſe, take her 
into ſuch 4 familiarity , as may bring ber within diftence 
of. your obſervation , before you pronounce of ber, In 
Port, if you will indeed render your ſelves competent 
Judges, whether a Virtuous life be a pleaſent or a diſmal 
thing, enter upon it, and let your an experiences be Jour 
informers, | 
17. I caunot ſuſpełt the age ſo degenerous, 4s not to 
believe there are divers particular perſons among Jou 
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v bo baye male the experiment , and to their Teſtimony l 


with you, muſt be ſuppoſed to underſtand your utmoſt e 
ties 


Idleneſs 3 aui ſure the reſcuing you from that is no con- 


you ſeem to challenge it at 
of your Inheritauce, that you may live 


4 conſiderable part | 
and are very tenacious of that Claim; yet, 


oſſebly be 
I le 


bm LE 
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am converts Whips into Scorpions, Jes are now fam 
' be reſorted to, as the only in of their relief. 
And this « Chriſtian Life will be ſure to do for on; it will 
conſtantly provide you With innocent divertiſe / 
much more, it will give you buſmeſi, ſo excellent, and vo 
tby the dignity of your Natures , ſo Noble and anſwerable 


to the Splendour of your Qualities , ſo every way agregable 


to the aims of Rational Men, that you will babe cage to 
7 with our Church, that Gods ſervice is per- 
Freedom. 121 
* * — Tae 5 give you a 9. arg 
everals of thoſe Employmenis ; thoſe Precepts o 
the 27 Which 401 — tau, do ſo ſici 27570 
Jou of the Nature and 9 of them;my whole Scheme 
$ —_— in that One, Which direct an Atttndanice on 
that Calling wherein God bath placed men, and iberefore 
I am to treat only of thoſe particular Duties which org iti 
cumbent on you Gentlemen, and therein ſhew youghst 
conſidered as ſuch, you bave 4 Calling, and ſo free jou of 
that + and miſery of being unprofitable but 
of the Earth , and then evince to Jou alſo tbat that Calli 
6s ſo far from implying any thing of real tail or uneaſmeſs, 
that i is onely an Art of wr and i your 
y rendring them more 20% and exquiſite, and 
fo'will (if attended to) make good to you in earneftyour 
wiſtaken pretence to a Life of ſenſuality and dull. 
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| 6 Calingsinicedel; 7 4 
of N . made known by the ſiile· of Gontle- 
| chink fit to expunge the lattet pate of chat 
title and diſclaim the nature of men, as they are wit 
ling to do the duty. they muſt cettainly tetract ths 
errour, and acnowledge they have their ſhares in 
this common obligation. 
. Nay, indeed if they could {o Ae anon 
Prince of ibe morning, as to ſucceed to that rank which 
he was willing to leave, I mean to aſcend above Hu- 
manity and aſſume the vature of Angels, yet even 
chicher would this purſue and fan way A 
all che Orders of that divine Hierarchy, Hey w 
not find one Patron of Preſident of Idleneſs. For 
as the ſpirituality of their eſſence renders them more 
ag ile and 2 ſachat activity is perpetually ener- 
ciled in employing the divine abilities they ha ve te- 
—_ to the glory of Gad the done : nud chat not 
only ia bearing a part in that Ceiſial Qui which 
inceflantly fings his-praiſes;bu in — — 
and ſer vile offices of being mini e Oy yea even 
to thoſe to whom both in — nate and inno- 
cence they are infinitel y ſuperiour. And chis they do 
with perfect alacrity and | chenulnrs; thinking it 
their greaceſt honour and dignit 
e ive power. ever the wor ate is not 
4 Magwificat F thein campo. 
— thes greater, 
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4 The Gentleman's Calling. 
6. Nay if chis man in honour would bid farewell to 
his Birth-right, and become lite the beaſts that poriſb, 
Pfal. 39. 20. if he could be content, in purſuit df this I 
one faneied privlledge of a Gentleman, to renduner all ( 
the real ones of a man, and make Nbuchaduec cars i *< 
puniſhment his option: yet neither the field not for- 
reſt could give him Sanctuary: afford him any num- 1 
ber of aſſoclats to aid, or but ountenance him in his || © 
mutiny againſt chis divine decree, they would rather 
be his tutors and monitors to obey it. For what rank 
even of the moſt ſavage animals is there, which we 
can indic of the not employing thoſe faculties 
they have received? Are they not generally in a per- 
petual and regular motion to thoſe ends for which 
they were created, in continual exerciſe of thoſe 
powers woith which they are endued ? yea ſome of 
them with ſuch improvemem to all their neceſſary 
purpoſes iat it hath raiſed a doubt whether they 
act by iaſtinct or reaſon, by fancy or judgment. Py- 
tba gorus is diſcernably on their fide: and Ariſtotie that 
vas leſſe kind to them, ſcems hy one ſay ing to have 
yielded the cauſe, when of thoſe creatures which, he faith, 
Want reaſun, he conſeſſeth that fancy ſupplies-its plate. I 
nerd not rake part in this diſpute; whatſoever their 
faculties or Talents are, none can doubt of. their uſe 
of them or whether this their uninterrupted obedi- 
ence to the Law of their Creation reflects the propor · 
tionable glory on their Creator. d he 
7. Do deſceud one degree lower yet; The very in- 
animate ctemuies afford their conſort to vis divine 


28 every one of them petſorm thaſe offices, 
il aot dmthe exerciſe of all not unactive )qua- 
lities God hath put into them. The Sum hut receiv- 
ed a power of cheriſhing and enliveningrerteftrial 
bodies; and it folds not up its rays, but communicates 
and-diſpeaſerh them frecly; The Farth has * 2 
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5 
power of fructifying, giving ſap and verdure to that 


which grows upon it, and it withholds not that vital 
moiſture, but like a tender nurſe ſends it forth liberally 
to all that expect nouriſhment from her breaſts; and 
ſo proportionably to all other parts of this great bo- 


dy. And chat all this ſeryes to illuſtrate che glory of 


that amnipotent wiſdom which hath placed them in 
this ſo excellent a ſubordination, is moſt viſible with 
out the help of a perſpective. When the Queen of 
Sheba ſaw: the magnificence and regularity of Solo- 
mon's Court, ſhe brake out into an admiration of. his 
waldom :; And ſurely a far greater occaſion; is miniſt- 
red to all thoſe who. contemplate the admirable order 


of the. Univerſe, wich all tranſportation. of ſoul to 


magnife and adoxe the divine Diſpoſer of it, as we 
ſee frequently exemplified to us in the ſublime Ra p- 
tures ot the holy Fſalmiſt, who never better approves 
his right to be called the . Pveet Singer of Iſrael, than 
on this raviſhing Theme. 1 155 00 

8, And now can it be fancied a priviledge and 
dignity, to b. de one jarring ſtring in this great In = 
ſtrumentꝰ to diſcompoſe this divine melody, and be- 
come the onely unprofltable uſeleſa part of che Crea 
tion ? Shall thoſe whom God bath made little lower 
than the Angels, ſubdue and debaſe their natures be- 
neath che very loweſt tank of Creatures? and (hall 
this ( le but ) ſordid exinanition be look d 


upon wich reverence, courted as a preferment? This 


certainly is ſuch an abſurdity, as wants nothing to its 
confutation, but meerly to be confider'd : And there- 
fore if Gentlemen would but ſoberly reflect, there is 
litle doubt but they would refign at once their cla im 
and heir value of this ſo defaming a piece of honour, 
ſo abaſing an cxaltation. n 

9 We can let dawn. our thoughts but one ep 
lower and that is into the hottomleſſe pit; and from 
S Hollat B 3 thence 
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6” The Sestleman' Calling" 
chence ſurenohe will deſire to ferch a pretidene j yet 
if hedid , even chat black Region could not ford it, 
For though ĩt muſt be confeſſed; thoſe aremſed ſpirits 
accord not with the former inſtances, in refpeA of the 
end oſ their actions. yet they do in tie activity it felf : 
theirs is a buſie ſtate, though to an ill purpoſe: Satan 
5 to and fxo in the earth, Job. 2. 2. and he Walt3'ghows 

ſeeking whom be may devour , Pet. 5. 2. Tea he 
employs all his faculties too, makes diligent uſe o all 
chat acuteneſs and dexterity which either fi natu 
or experience have furiſiſhed him with, towtrds that 
end he put ſues. So that ir were a wrotiging; a calim- 
niating even ofthe very Devilitocharge him a 
neſs whieh though ir be a fin which yields kim ſuch 
liberal crops, that he may ell ſtex both to plant and 
cheriſh it tt humane nature, yer he cate Fer ſuch 
violence to his o, as to become an Bxampltof it. 

10. We may hence make àᷣ tneaſure, how ſcands- 
lous reprgachful a thing this ĩs, which neither Heg- 
Ven, Parthy ron Hell i ſelf will own but is like am illegi- 
cimate bitrh,diſdaimned by all. How unreaſohable, 
nay how infamous will ic then b& for thoſe to rake up 
this expoſtd bat, co fofter this'yice in their boſomes, 
who have of all others the greateſt and moſt parti- 
cular obligation to dteſt it; as having received the 
moſt of thoſe Talents which engaged them to cio? 
And that ſuch is the Cenilemam condition , a light in- 
ſpect ion will ſerye to demonſtrate. . 
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follows by all Laus ot 1aference,caacthoſe who have 
receivedche moſt of thale,, can of all others the leaſt 
reaſonably pretend to an Exemption, burwuſton the 
contrary be acknowledged under the confiraintofthe 
— — mote numerous ties, the tgzeneral duty 
which herein lies upon all extending and ſpreading it 
ſelf into federal branches 5 according to the quality and 


proportion of mens receics. c:, | 

2. Hence it comes to paſſe, that mens Callings and 
imployments become fo various , not onely by the 
tree choices of the ſeveral men, but even by the di- 
rectiom and aſſignation of God aud Nature, becauſe 
one man is ſurniſnied with an ability, which quali- 
fies him for one ſort of calling, anather is by his 
diſtinct propriety markt out for another. A ud hence 
alſo it is, that thoſe callings , which ate diſtintt in 
ſeveral perſons , may come to be united in one man, 
becauſe the ſeveral abilities, which xonſtitute thoſe 
Callings, concurring in him, the duties muſt by 
unavoidable conſequence do ſo alſo," This is in ſome 
degree obſervable in moſt men, who befides the ge · 
nerai powers common to mankinde, do receive 7555 
peculiar , in order to ſome ſpecial end, and ſo are ob- 
heged not onely to thoſe Exerciſes which belong in- 
differently to their whole ſpecies, but to thoſe alſo 
for which they are individually qualified. Thus 
thoſe whom God hath called to Chriftianity, are by 
that /impowred' for choſe performances which that 
holy -profeffion exacts, and ſo haye-the calling of 
ſuperadded to the other, which either nas 
tural or civil obligation had laid upon them; ſo that 
the ſame man may have various callings, in relation 
to hi differing'capacicies, unleſs as we diftinguiſh 
into the vegetative, the animal, and che 


rational, which in ſtricter {peaking may be (aid to be 


onely divers operations of the ſame ſoul; ſo in truth 
7 2055 B 3 what 
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hat we term teveral calling, be but the farne com · 
prehenſive one, ſtretching it ſelt into che ſtvetal fa» 
culties of che perſon; (154, u eres | 
3. I need not attempt to evince the impropriety of 
the phraſe, t will ſer ve my end as weil that they paſs 
for ſeveral, and the application 1 ſhall make of it, is 
to (hew thoſe ho are unwilling to hear of any Cal- 
ling at all, that they have obligations indiſpenſable 
to more than one. They have what ever can belong 
to them as men, they have al:'o what belongs to them 
as Chriſtians; aud they have alſo a peculiar addition 
apperta ining to them as Gentlemen , that is by inter» 

pretation, thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed from the vul- 
gar, not onely by empty names and airy titles, but 
by real donatives diſtributed to them by God, as ſo 

many diftin& advantages, fertile and prolifical abili- 

ties towards the bringing him in his expected harveſt 

of honour and glory. | J 

4. It is too much to be doubted , many of them 
may need admonition concerning the t former of 
theſe callings; the duties even of men, much more 
of Chriſtians being ſo far worn out of practice, that 
they ſeem to be out of memory too; or if they be at 
all reflected on, tis with the ſame ſcorn that the an · 
tiquated ha bits of our forefathers are, as: things fie 
onely to dreſs a man up an object of laughter and de- 
riſion. But this would be too vaſt a Theme; and be- 
fides is ſuperſ by the many pious-labours.of 
others. My purpoſe therefore is not to treat at all of 
them , otherwiſe than they ſhall happen vo be linked 
and inter woven, as in many particulars they are, with 
the third, that ofthe Gemtlemen,. LET S001, 

5. And here they need not fear that I mean to put 
the Spade or Hammer into their bands, to require 
them to become either Husbaridmen of Mechanicks :. 
my whole Dcfign-is founded in the it A iſtinction Thos 
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feſe ; namely , in thoſe things, wherein either in 
kinde or degree they excell them. That many ſuch 
thing thete are, they will need no Monitor at another 
time, when the Queſtion is onely oi the Reverence 
and Reſpect due from ſuch their Inferioxs: In ſuch 
caſes every one can make large Scrolls and Cata- 
logues (written , like Ez-kge/'s Roll, Biibin and Vith= 
out.) of his Advantages and Prerogatives, and ſtretch 
them to the exacting the very laſt mice of Tribute 
they can poſſibly pretend to. But let them temem- 
ber, that God is as jealous of his Honout, as they 
can be ofcheir own ; and therefore as they make | 
Pre-eminences, inſtruments of attract iug Glory from 
thoſe below them, ſo they muſt alſo of teverberating 
and returning it home to that divine Power aboye 
them, who. beſtowed them to that end, and will, 
not finally be deluded; but if they will diſa ppoint 
his primary intention, that of having bis Grere 
glorified in their faithful managery of thoſe Talents, 
they (hall not be able todefeat his ſecondary , that of 
having his Juſtice magnified in the fatal doom of ſuch 
flothful ſervants ; if they will envy him the more 
agreeable ſatisfaction of beflowing rewards , they 
cannot deſtaud him of that (though inferiour ) of 
executing Vengeance. . - 


SECT. III. 
The Particulars of the Gentleman's Advantages 

| | above others, 
1. Dur to dwell go langer on Generals, I (hall 
deſcend to particulacize thoſe Advantages, by 
which they are ſevered and diſcriminated 
ſrom the vulgar, — — conſequently by being 
peculiar.to devolve on them an obligation of a 
Diſtt Duty. And bere Iſhall be careſull to prevent 
diſpute, and therefore take in none but WINS are ſo 
K 52 Obvious, 


to Tho Geatian 
obvious, a t be univertally- — off and 


— — — ed , I ſhall hope they 
Aae n. 


ry or eee the — 
2. 
earlieſt 


in with that 4dvantage which: they are 
eſt of, that of an ingenuous 1 
Education ; of which, I hope gone that hath had it, 
wilt 6e far confuce che Effivacy, as to deſpiſa and un- 
dervalue ir; What the Apoſtle urges in a higber Ar- 
gument, Am. g. may be apfliable here. Mens minds 
are naturally of the ſame Clay; Educatian is che Potters 
hand and wheel that forms them into Heel lonaur 
ordifbonour, And though emperience thews. us, it is 
Renke ub for Men to detace thoſe noblet Im- 
which they have thus tecrived,; yet that 
makes it not ceaſe to be in it ſelf a moſteflimable 
Blieffing , any more thau that excellency of Gods 
Image wherein Man was created, could be defaced 
by do Ralt. It is certain — — 
more effe&ual cowards the refining and 
Mens inte llects, giving them an edge and quickneſle ; 
and that the more becauſe it takes them in that age 
wherein their fagillties ark, as their joynts, pliant 
and traftable , and 0 capable of being byexerciſe 
improved into great degrees, beth of Rrengeh and 
activity. This Advantage che meaner ſort generally 
want, the er penſeſulneſſa of ſuch a breeding ſecs it 
beyond their reach: The indigence of whoſe condi- 
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3. A ſecond Advamage is that of Vea, whicty 
to Bentletnen ſcerns to be as it weta, rainechdowmn 
from the Clouds, both in of ihr plentj and the 
. eafineſs of ity acquifition. - Fair Pairymonits, large 
e Inhericances deſcend oa them voithout due drop o 


ed | cheir feat, one minutes toil or (olicitude as f they 
it, were the -undoubred/Heirs of the 3fraclites Bleſſings, 
1 ucceſſors. in their ( anaan, who were to poſſiſſe 

1 geod things Which they filled not. aud'Wells 


fall of at! 
9 which they dig ged not, Vineyards: De, trees 
which they plante not, as it is ent. 6 In he Poet 
hath placed it in the front of his Ioventory, rhe prime 
ingred lent in the compleateſt feliciry of: this life 45 
new parts labure ſed relidla : whereas on cht cher 
che io wer rank of men ſeteh cheir meer teſſaries ou 
ofthe Exrth, which being, as it were hardned and 
peirified by Adams fin, muſt be mollified and ſuppled 
wich chelt ſweat, before ir will become penetrable, 
will not yield them food, bur gives themalſa a portion 
of forrow with it. They muſt firft: be torn with 
thoſe Thorns aud Briars whicty cover ber ſutface, be» 
fore they ean fetch nouriſhment. owt of her Bowels: 
they muſt buy their Bread with their ſweat, av ifthey 
had ingroſſed the penalty of their firſt Fathers fin, 
whileft Gentlemen ſweat anely by the engagement 
of theit ſports, or by the direction of the ian, ro 
digeſt their ſulneſſe of Bread. Which every one muſt 
confeſſe a ſufficient inequality. a 

4 Athird is that of Time. This dependsby way 
of uence on the former. For God having made 
ſuchliberabprovifionsfor them, thus prevented dbem 
with tis dleſſings of his Goodneſs, they tum have no 
r 

already abound; vg exempted from 

throne deyouring ex penſe of it, have a great ſtock to 
befloyy on ether mote encellent purpoles'; _ 
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12 The Gentleman's Calling. 
the poor man hath ſcarce any vacant minute, or. ſuch 
28 he can call his on. They are all fareſtalled by 
thoſe preſſing neceſſities which lic unremoveahle upon 
him. Hisday-hours ate challenged by his labour 
his nights: by: his reft : and the ſatisfying of theſe 
Claims fo neceſſary, that his own ſupport; perhaps 
that alſo of a numerous family depends upon it; and 
therefore he may not attempt to defeat them. So that 
if Time be to be accounted a Treaſure, as undoubtedly 
it is, heut lea ſecond fort of Poverty to which he is ex- 
poltd adFreful: of che ſormer; and another manifeſt 
© mequalidy between him and the Gentleman. 

5. A foutth is that of Authority, by which I mean 
not thab iich. belonęs to thoſe which art advanced 
to Publick Office; for that being peculiar. to ſome 
few only, will not bear a diſtin part in my preſent 
conſideration: but i underſtand by it that more pri- 
vate influence which Gentlemen generally have on 
thoſe that are their Dependents. And this alſo may 
be reckoned an effect of the former, their Wealth : 
Fot in proportion to that, the number of Servants, 
Tenants; and Penſioners, ( yea, perhaps: of Frieods 
too) is to be meaſured, And over all theſe they have 
ſome what ( though not of abſolute deſpoticab domi - 
nion, yet) of ſway and prevalency. On the other 
ſicde, the poor Mans authority is bounded wich in the 
narrow circuit of his little cottage, being in effect no 
other than the propagation of that Power Nature 
hath given him over his oun body, to thoſe Brangbes 
vhich ſpring from it, his Children; 2 
which is ingraſted into it: hi Wife. Aud if ha fb 
but peep our of this little Prineipality. anempt to in- 
latge his Territories, and preſcribe to any Forreigver, 
he will ſoon be taught how little his power is ac- 
knowledged;: aud conſequently how great 4 iſtanc 
be ſtands in his ꝑatticular alſo. from the: Gen! 
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6. The fitth is chat of Reputation and Ffm; which, 
.{badow that waits only on 
the greater Bodies. Wealth and Honor are the things 


that render any perſon conſidera ble amongſt Men, 


re them with an aptneſs to embrace his Dictates 
58 his Counſels, to tranſcribe his Copies. 


And though now it-often falls out to be an unjuſt 


meaſure; yet perhaps it may have no unjuſt Original. 
For if ſuch perſons did make uſe of — 
they have; to make their Mindes as rich axtheir For- 
times, this were but their du. And chereſore if it be 
paid them upon this ſuppoßition, it is they only that 
are guilty of the injuſtice, by defeating the gtound of 
it. But by what tenour ſoever they hold itꝭ tis ſure; 

it may be made an apt Inſtrument to mam good pur - 
poles, and therefore well deſerves to ho tcaunted into 
the number ofthe ir advantages. But now if you lodk 
onthe poor Man, you (hall ſee him loaded with con- 

tempts, from which, no inward Excellendies he _ 

ſeſſes can reſcue him. It is the oblervacioniof-the , 
wiſeſt of Men, that the por mans wiſdom 43 deſpiſed, 
Eccleſ: g. 16. So hated and ſcorned a ching is Poverty, 
that — ſeims the — 1 tara — 
proach upon t t things that co- 
habit with it. The world is ſo full of inſtances of this 
truth; that t need go no higher en our q times. 
But if we {ſhould look back: ve may finde one as an- 
ciedt as Jb;: who in his. awn perſon--experimented 
theſe.difizec! die@a of: Qroſpericy "alade Aeerkex 

While he was in a flouriſhing — — xe 
: After 

an 


rious 


E — Gentlemanis Calli 
rious the poor to be a great urbatiſm“ 
But can noch img he inſerred from it as de 

Jure, — (ode falls,” proves all Iam about to 

affetr, v. Ihe great unevennefs that is ( in this in- 
Kance ag dell us the former) between Gentlemen and 
their Inferiouts. | 

7. Having given this Schedule of undeniable Pu- 

Þilegeschey enjoy, I ſhall, before I proceed-farther, 
ÞdeſeechxbemHereco-vmake a ſtand, and ſobetly to 
comiſider vhether it be imaginable that Gad hath put 
ſo many. exceflenc Inſtruments of Action anto their 
* only to make chietn iſe active. That were to 
actuſe ii Divine Wiſdoch of ſuch an unskil ful kind 

E che ſhalloweſt Humane Providence 

Ik hocundtr. Will any of them be at the cate and 
enpenſt to finniſh a ger vin wich all Materials and 
leu ſth for work, with r » bat that he 
may ſpend bit time either infkepor riot? It chey will 
nor; 1 Hall ask how they would like a Serv ant that 

Goutldfo: —_— pervetttheir:inremions!? nAnd ac- 

* td the anſwer they zi ee to that, leave cem to 

vftheit own act with their great 

Maſſie 3 h e ſingle inſtance; hut in — 

habiradl ceorſe behave themfelves us 

Tcunnot ſet hb ſuch a veflifbion, if made wich 405 

ſeriouſueſſe. cum miſs — wich ſevere 

ſel eondernbatiom. And ihe oper a 

a N I 
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pry frond 
whioſe dpetations ate fin 
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— llt, and by — — 

— befloming them, | 
>a; engin. 

The oo of bis 1 eee. in Wits Ans 


tage 


preſume it Ns time tendred ſufficiently 
evident - hat 


8 Gtwtleman bath a Calling ʒit i a 
ſeaſonable to advance, and ſhew hatt in. 
Aud of «bis the ground bath already been la ĩd Mm ſe- 
laſt Section by the enumeration of choſe prculiar da- 
vantage he poſſeſſes — being thoſe Talents cori 
matechtd his maniery, his Calling will be the tnoft 
exactly anatomixed and diſtributed into its parte, hy 
| — feveratBrancbesof his Receics ani 
8 i of them is ca- 
Earring cba many Lebe makeup 
— Body of his Calling. 
2. This I Hall do, nn ably; in thegroſa ; ba led 
rally, through ever ont if — and ſhall take the 
liberty of doing 3 dicion af double te- 


— 8 cantrary praise the other on 
a chat wall lire 
— hh 
as the firſt — — 7 commences 6 vl 
5 — — fo len os 
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776 The Gentlemms Calling 
Inſteuctions muſt be built. And this is an huge Ad- 
vantage, tot only cowards the ſucceeding; parts of 
Education, but towards the regularity of the whole 
life. For by having their Infant paſſions thus check- 
ed and bridled, they become more tame and govern- 
Able ever aſter. The next part of Education, is Erd- 
dition and Inſtruct ion, and under a ſucceſſion of this 
they are for many years. Scarce any that dvs the 
name of Gimilemen , but will commit his Gene the 
eite of ſong Tutor. either at home ot abtoad, who at 
-firft inſtills choſe Rudiments, proper to their tenderer 
-yeats, and as Age matures their parts, ſo advances his 
Lectures, fill he have let them in to thoſe fpaciotis 
Fields of Learning, which will afford them both Ex- 
eiciſe and Delight. This in that Tree of .mowledge, 
upon Which there lies no interdict: which zuftructs 
not, as thut in Edendid by ſad and coſtly experience, 
but by fair and ſaſe intuitions, and may well be look- 
ce on as a principal plant in that Paradiſe ; wherein 
God bath plated this rank of Men. i 7 
4. Theletwo-parts of Education united, qualifie 
2 min for matry excellent putpoſes. It will de im- 
poſſible to enumerate all: becauſe a mind chus ſub- 
dued and: cultitated, muſt yet owe the op icĩet 
of many actiong to out ward circumſtanchrund oc- 
caſioni : which being various and accidental, tan with 
no cetta nty be brought into the account · But ab- 
ſtracting from theſe, there are divers more intrinfick 
benefits, whiolynoching but a Mans (elf can fruſtrate; 
and thoſe alone I hall inſiſt on. 
ag. Firſt Man thus Bduented is better prepared to 
refit alb Error char (mayz invade. his Andrey 4 
his diſcernitig Paculty is more nimble and ugile x can 
- ſuddenly! ſuttound a Propoſitian, and diſcover the in · 
firm and feeble; parts; and ſo is not to be impoſed 
upon h ſuch ſlight Sophilms} as captivatc _ 
7 rds 
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herdsof the vulgar. This Advantage, it is appare f 


Advantage of Eduration: 2 * 


be hath . and it is his duty to make uſe of it, toexaminie 


cauriguſly che grounds of an Opinion, before he give 
e aſſent to it, and not to betray his Reaſon, eith 
to his Sloth. by. negleRing to give it a competent ul 


cuſſion; or to his Intereſt , by electing Tenents ras 


*herby their proficableneſe chen.their truth. Thi 


certainly is the leaſt that is ſuppoſable to be x 


of them in this particular, and fure it is ſo modexatę 


an injunRion,asthe moſt mucinous humour can oy 
no temptation toquarrel at. For who could thin 


him a ſevere. impoſer, who havis furniſhed a man 


with a light to direct him throug dark paſſage, 
ſhould only require him not to blow ic out 
6. And as he hath this A in reſpect of 
his nderſtanding, ſo bath he, in the ſecond place, in 
relation to bis Will: which though it be a free fa» 
culty, and conſequently cannot be an * 
mined to any thing, yet it is capable of perſws 1008 
and inducements, and is uſually. bended and incline 
by chem. It muſt therefore be à fair Rep. towards the 


teRtifying of che Will, when the Incelle& is Rored 


with Arguments and Incentives to goodneſſe. Aud 


this Learning muſt be ſuppoſed to peeve for un- 


gelle we will exclude out of the Scheme, 
lity and Divinity; for each of thoſe will yield variety 


Mora- 


of ſuch” Argutnents. Morality will preſent Virtueas 


perfectly amiable in ic ſelf, and ſo ſit to beembraced 


4 


or its own ſake: and not only fo, but allo as highly 
profitable and advantageous to us, as being that which 


tzives the ſublimeſt perfection to our Natures, che 
ſweeteſt reſt and tranquility to our Mindes; and in 
a word, a full ſatis faction to all dur Rational Appes 


tites. Divinity confirms all this, and ſuperadds what 


Infinitely tranſcends it, the aſſurance of thoſe eternal 
and glorious rewards in another world. And theſe 
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18 The Gentleman's Calling. 

ſurely ate ſuch tempting allectives, as are very proper 
to attract the Will to chuſe what appears thus excel 
lent, thus defirable, provided they be juſtly repreſent 
ed to it. And the doiog that, the preſling theſe mo- 
tives home upon the ill, and that in refucation of all 
the contrary deceivable pretenſions of vice, is the firſt 
part of their obligation. But then there is alſo a ſe» 
cond,and that is, chat they permit themſelves to be per- 
ſwaded by ſuch efficacious arguments, and actually 
conform their wills to theſe diRates of their under- 
ſtanding, chat is, that they really and effectively be 
ſuch men, as their education ditects and 3 them 
to be: Which being the work of their Wills, Till 


be abſurd to plead impoſſibility or infirmity, ſince 
xis manifeſt they may if they will:? Which is ſuch a 
degree of liberty, as ſerves in all other inſtances to de- 
nominate a man a free agent, and ſuch as all puniſh- 
ments and rewards both divine and humane are 


founded on. 

7. A third advantage is in relation to his ¶Fetlions, 
which being the inferiour and more brutiſh part of 
the man, are yet ſo impetuous and aſſuming, that the 

ate very apt to uſurp the dominion over the nobler 
faculties ; and where they gain it, the event is an- 
ſwerable to what we ſee in States, where the common 
people have wrefied the Scepter, all is put into coufu- 
fion, Now that which may prevent cheſe civil broils 
in the ſoul , and ſecure the government tothe proper 
Soveraign,may well be reputed an advantage. And 
to chis , nothing meerly humane is more CO 
then Education, Por firſt, that early diſcipline whi 
we preſumed,one part of it puts a bridle in che months 
of theſe head ſtromg paſſions, which by many repeat - 
ed acts of reſtraint at laſt forget their native ferity, 
and become more calm and tractable. But then 
Erudition compleats this conqueſt, backs this many 
| N 


. dy diſpoſed to do, if men will not ta ke the 


give las. Thus we. ſee the influence which 


Auvuntuge of Hain. 19 
beaſt, and by a dextcrods managery not only teſtrains, 
but guides him, and makes him ſerve to many uſeſul 
purpoſes, renders theſe mutinous Rebels not only eap- 
tivated ſla ves, but good Subjects, obedient to the 
laws of Reaſon: All this Education is of « ſelf apt- 
Beaſts part 
Againlt it, encourage him to plunge , till he have 
thrown che Rider. And all that is in this particulac 
required of them, is but to hold faſt thoſe reins that 
ate thus put into the ir hands, to keep their Affection 
in ſuch a juſt ſubjeRion , that they may N pou 
us 
cation hath on all the eſſential parts of a maus mind. 
And were it here ſo immured and cloſed up thatit 
could make no ſallies at all hence: did the ſoul, like 
Gedeon fleece, ing roſſe «ll this precious dew ; yet whillt 
that received ſuch liberal inſuſions, it would irre- 
fragably evince this to be no mean inconſiderable ad - 
vantage. But it is indeed impoſſible it ſhould be ſo 
confin'd ; for if it be permitted to make theſe impreſ- 
fions within, 2s heat in the centre ſails not to diffuſe 
it ſelf to the circumference , ſo certainly will it etend 
and manifeſt it ſelf in the more viſible effects; all 
the products and emanations of a mind thus regulated 
will own their otiginal, beat the image ir parent. 
8. And firſt his Behaviour will be and civil; 
not inſolent and imperious; as one that knows Hu- 
manity and Gentlenefſe is a common debt to man- 
kind, and thetefore will not think fit to contract or 
dam up his civility into ſo narrow à compaſſe, that 
it ſhall ſwell into complement , and mean flattery to- 
wards thoſe above, and not ſuffer one drop to deſcend 
on thoſe beneath him; but diſperſe its ſtreams ſo, 
— . — may be filled with it. 2 — 
ome will require a greater proportion to that 
filling then others; aud _ tis not to * 
N 2 e 


2b The Gentleman's Calling, 
but he may be more liberal; only in the mean time 
the ſhallower are not to remain dry. Let the inequa- 
liry be ſuch as proceeds only from the capacitiesof 
the Subjects, not rom the partiality of the Agent, and 
he prevaricates no part of his duty in this matter. 

9. Secondly, his Words will be temperate and de- 
cent, the product of judgement, not of rage. For he 
that hath calmed his paſſions hath nothing to betray 
him to raſh, angry, or rude language: this is a foam 
which is caſt up only by the billows of a turbulent 
rempeftuous mind; and can never be the iſſues of a 
ſerene compoſed temper. To this it is but propor- 
cionable; that they be alſo weighty and material. 4 
Wiſe mans words, ſaith the Son of Sirach, are weighed in 
the ballance, and therefore he that hath improved his 
Education to that piech of proficiency, will ſurely 
look his diſcourſe be ſuch, as may 4h{wer that cha- 
racter, which muſt àt the leaſt ſuppoſe it to have ſome- 
thing of ſolidity, no man ever attempting to put froth 
and bubles into the ſcales. And not only ſo, but it 
muſt alſo preſume it to have ſomerhing of uſe and va- 
lue: for, who ever takes pains to weigh what for its 
uſefulneſs and meanneſs he intends to caſt out as re- 
fuſe? And both theſe qualifications are very eſſential 
parts of à Genglemans dialect, the one oppoſed to lighe 
and fooliſh, the other to unſea ſonable diſcourſe. For 
as the one hath nothing of weight ( unlefle it be that 
of a burden to the hearers ) ſo the other can have no- 
thing of uſe, nor conſequently of worth, that being to 
be meaſured by the aptneſſe of it to the perſons to 
whom it is addreſſed. It ſhould be the endeavour of 

thoſe whom Sod hath endued with knowledge, to 
convey as much of benefit and inſt ruction to others as 
they can: in order whereunto tis neceſſary they 
adapt their ſpeech to the capacities of thoſe they treat 
with , otherwiſe let them diſcourſe never ſo _ 
- rately 


TAdvilntave of Education. 21 
rately, they wilb rather confound then edify, and ap- 
pear to affect more to boaſt, then communicate their 
knowledge. | 

io. Laſtly, his Employments will be worthy and 
ingenuous. A Man that hath this inward Nobility of 
Mind ſuperadded to that of his Birth, will abhor to 
buſie himfelt yiciouſly or impertinently; he hath thoſe 
qualifications, which render him uſeful , and he muſt 
give himſelf thoſe Exerciſes, whereby he may become 
the moſt eminently ſo. If by juſt authority he be 


_— aſſigned to any publick charge, he is to embrace it 
ors chearfully: not as a prize either to Ambition or Co- 


4 8 vetouſnefſe, but as an opportunity of Virtue; a 
ſphere where in he may move the moſt vigorouſly in 
his the ſervice of God, and his Country. But this hap- 
ely ning but to few, it is neceſſary he have ſame other re- 

ſerve of action. And ſuch ſurely, he that induſtri- 
ouſly deſignes it, cannot want: wherein though per- 
och = haps his influence will not be ſo general as in that, yer 
it may fall very auſpiciouſly on many» And when all 


= thoſe occaſions are exhauſted too, when all direct 
iow operations are at a ſtand, he may yet betake him to 
re- the reflex d. imploy his activity upon himſelf, which 


will al wa yes remain a proper object of his Induftty, 
he he being, though a rich, yet (till ſuch an improveable 
ſoil, as will: incourage and reward his Husbandry, 


bo. though never ſo often repeated. And now I (hall pre- 
Os ſume it apparent, That #ducation is a moſt eſtimable 


10 Treaſuxe, a precious Mine that conta ins ſo many rich 

veins. O, why ſhould any that poſſeſſe it, ſuffer 

of | themſelves to be poor, meexly for want of diligence in 

to dig ing out the Ore 

It. And would to God that were an impertinent 

y complaint, ſuch as none were concerned in. But they 
chat look on the Manners of many that have had this 


happy Inſtitution, will finde too great cauſe to won- 
* | C3 der 
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22 The Gentleman's Calling, | 
der and bewail, that ſo hopetul a Segds: inne ſhould 

oduce fo flender, nay fo degenerate a Crop: As if 
7055 curle were here exemplified, 7ob 31. 40. Thiſftles 


fo grow in ſtead of Wheat , and Coclle in ſtead of Batly, 
Platarch tells us of a Voice frozen in the midſt of a * 
that became audible by the thaw, and applies it to Moral 
Precepts taught in youth, but actuated by age» The 
Simile ſpeaks him to have lived in better times: for in - 
theſe, the voice diſſolves with the Ice, leaves not fo 
much as an Eccho behind it. Men now make it the 
buſineſs of theit riper years, to unravel not the follies, 
but the learning of their youth: no ſooner are they 
got from under the Diſcipline of others, but the firſt 
act of it they exerciſe, is upon thoſe notions which 
have been inſtilled into them. And here they ate ſuch 
ſeyere Lifors, that che mildeſt in flict ion is to gag and 
bind them, deprive them both ot voice and motion. 
Nor are they ordinarily fatisfied with this, but as if 
they ſeated they would, like impatient Captives, 
watch ſome advantage to break looſe again, their fi- 
nal doom is Oſtraciſme, they and their Linage 3 all ſo- 
ber Counſels derived from them are utterly expulſt, ſa 
totally raſed out of their minds, that not the leaſt foot - 
Reps of them remain. And all this under the name 
of Pedantry, a title, which it is probable their great 

averſneſs co cheir Teachers ſuggeſts to them, as the 
molt pathetick reproach » as if they meant now to be 

revenged on Learning and Tutor together, for at- 

xempung to make them wiſe againſt their wills. 

12. And now when the Root is thus flockt up there 
is little expeRation of Fruit: And therefore he that 
| ſhall here look for thoſe torementioned effec Ry of Edu- 
cation, will be more difappointed, then Chriſt (cemed 
$0 be by the Fig. tree. That, though fruitleſſe , yer a- 
forded leaves: but here we are not to hope for ſo 

much, no ſigu that ever there was ſuch à plant el 


Advantage of Education, 33 
foil. Let us briefly review thoſe ſeverals, and tes 
what of them is ordinarily to be met with. 

ta. And firſt for the reſiſting of Errors, we uſually 


find Gentlemen no Heroes in this point: their Huder- 


ſtandings are as pliant, as ſeducible, as thoſe who ne- 
ver had their means of fortifying them. And if they 
do indeed rejeR Errors, it is commonly by the fame 


Eogine, wherewith they caſt off Truth, viz. their in» | 


eonſideration of both, as not being able to endure 
ſo much ſeriouſneſs and intention of minde, as ma 
ſerve to enter them of any opinion, They have tranſ- 
planted their diſcerning faculty from their Intellect co 
their Senſes, and ſind it their ſo full, ſo inceſſant im- 
ployment, that it can never be at leiſure to revert to 
Scholaſtick diſquiſitions. They can diſcern exactly 
the moſt minute error in their garment, hold their Ar- 
tificer moſt rigidly to the Laws of the Mode, ate moſt 
exquiſite Judges in all chat relates to vanity or plea- 
ſure, and can they ever think fic to trouble their heads 
( whoſe leaſt Lock muſt not for a world be diſturbed ) 
with abſtruſer ſpeculations, who have found out fo 
much a more eakie exerciſe of their facukies? If any 
ſhall think this character partakes of the Satyre, I 
(ball beſeech him to compare it with the true tate of 
our young Gallants in this point, and then upon the 
{ame account that cold and {ſcanty praiſes go for de- 
tration, | (hall expect this very imperteR and partial 
accuſation may paſs for a Panegyrick. 

14. Next for the regulation of their Wills, that ad - 
vantage depends ſo much on the former, that of their 
Underſtandinge, that what evacuates that, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſuppoſed to doe the ſame for this alſo. It 
is not imaginable that he who hath defaced all his 
principles, whether moral or divine , or atleaſt ne- 
ver reyolyes or confiders them, ſhould receive any 
anflucnce from them, fince they operate not but bya 

| C4 diftia& 
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didtinct application. And here ſhould 1 ask mah 

entlemen, when they ever ſo much as attempted any 
thing of this ſort, I fear they would be forced to quar= 
rel at the incivility of the queſtion , to evade the ne- 
ceſſicy of anſwering ic. But God knows their actions 
{peak too loud, that their buſineſſe is to obey, not pre- 
ſcribe ; to fulfil, not regulate their wills, Nay in- 
deed 'cis too frequent, that inſtead of conforming their 
wills to their principies, they model and transform 
their principles to their wills, herein verifying 
Ariſtoties obieryation » that Pleaſures are corruptive of 
Principles, And fo by this one art of inverſion , the 
face of things is quite changed; Virtue which their 
books repreſented to them as lovely and honourable, 
is no thought to have gained that luſtre onely by 
the flattery and varniſh of the painters , and ſo is de- 
cried as the moſt unamiable,deſpicable creature: and 
on the other ſide, all.che contrary vices are taken from 


under that black veil , Philoſophers or Divines have 
put upon them, and are furbiſhed aud trimm'd up, ſet 
to open view, as the moſt ſplendid cent things, the 


moſt adorning accompliſhments of a Gentleman. 

15. And to ſecure thistranſmutation, even God 
himſclf muſt have his part in it, be concluded to have 
been all this while miſ- repreſented in thoſe characters 
of Purity and Fuſtice, his word has made of him, and 
to have laid no ſuch ſevere reſtraints upon men, as 
that tells us of. That Temperance, Chaſtity , Self. de- 
nial, Mortificetion, &c. were but the creations of ſome 
melancholy Recluſes, who would then envioufly im- 
poſe thoſe bands upon others, wherewith they had 
fooliſhly fetterꝰd themſelves 3 that God is more in- 
dulgent to Mens appetites , which they may ſatiate 
here, as they pleaſe > without thoſe future dangers 
Preachers fright them wich? That this is the new 
Sentile Divinity, we need not appeal to mens 2 
In | melir 
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cheit words openly. proclaiming it, not without 


much ſcorn and contempt of their eaſie ſimplicity, 
who eovern themſelves by the other. Vet as if this 
would not ſufficiently provide for impiety, as if they 
were conſcious of that abſurdity, which indeed there 
is in defining God an abetrour and favourer of vice, 
many have advanced a ſtep higher » taking a more 
compendious courſe,and fince they cannot bring God 
over to their party, make him, ſuch as will ſerve 
their turn, will unmake him by becoming flac 
Atheiſts. Of this there are too too many inftances, 
and *cis to be feared will be many more, whilftco all 
other ſenſual allurements that opinion makes to its 
Proſelytes, this is added, that it is become a crediteble 
thing» the badpe and ſignature of a modern Wis, thus 
to be one of Davids fools, in ſaying there is no God, 

16. In the next place, let us deſcend tothe Afettions, 
and ſee what effects of their education is diſcernible 
there. And truly that ſeems to be no other, then 
what is obſervable of a dam, put to intercept the 
courſe of tome rapid ſtream, which fo ſoon as it is 
either removed or born down, the torrent guſhes with 
ſo much the greater violence, for having had that op- 
poſition: ſo here, when the reſtrAnts, which bridled 
their minority, are taken off, their paſſions ſwell to 
a higher degree of impetuoſity, they ceaſe to be boyes 
and men together, the man is diſmounted, looſes the 
reins , and isdragg'd whither the fury of the beaſt di- 
rects. A fad change, yet daily too viſible in many: 
for alas, what is more ordinary then to ſee Gentlemen, 
under the dominion of theſe brutiſh appetites ſome- 
times tranſported by a Rage to the greateſt Undecen- 
cies, nay Dangers; ſometimes hurried by a Luſt 
like che poſeſt perſon, Mark, 9. 22. through fire and 
water, the moſt deſperate deſtructive attempts, and 
have nothing but rottenneſſe and dilcale as the final 
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” again intombed in the Barth, buried as it were alive 


by ſordid covetouſneſſe, as if they meant to tranſcribe 
though not the innocence, yet the ſufferings of the Pri- 
mitiue Chriſtians, in being torn in pieces by wild 
Beoſis. Oh, chat they might once be brought to re- 
linquiſn this abſurd ſortiude, that thoſe who laugh 
at the precept of turning the other cheek, Mat. 5. 39. 
would not here infinitely over · act it, and give up 
themſelves to be buffered , yea ſlaughter'd by theſe 
their cruelleſt enemies, nor be ſuch Flatonick lovers of 
Martyrdom, as to chuſe onely this, whereto there 
is no Crown annexed, but what is worn in the King · 
dom of darkneſſe. | : 

17. And now ſince we are thus to ſeek of theſe in · 
Ward effects, we can with no reaſon hope for any of 
thoſe outward, which are the reſults and conſequences 
oſtheſe. And then twill be no wonder to obſerve 
Gentlemen behave themſelves diſdaintully and im- 
periouſly, as if they could not ſet a juſt value 
on themſelves, without the unjuſt contempt of 
others. Tis true indeed, this is commonly a Wind 
that blows but one way, down the bill. onely upon 
thoſe below them, upwards they breath gentler gales ; 
it being one of their moſt ſtudied faculties , to per · 


form all acts of the moſt ſupererogating Civility co 


thoſe above them. But when that Civility is throughly 
(canned ,' it will prove a greater injury then the con- 
trary Rudeneſſe; tis made up of ſuch hollow pro- 
ſeſſions, ſuch groſs flatter ies, as are much worſe then 


reproaches , nay. ſeldom fail to be actually ſeconded 


| ; 3 with them ? there being nothing more uſual, then to 


xevile and deride thoſe at a diſlance, whom, when 
preſent, they admire and adore. And theſe now be- 
come ſuch eſſential indiſpenſable parts of good breed 

£ ; ing; 
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ing, that the 


want ot either rievicahly betrayes a man 

mes to the title of a ſilly Ruſtick; Flatteries avd De- 
le ſpiſings being thet vo contrary elementa, whereof ha, - 
ibe whom they call a Fine Gentleman is to be compounded, 
i- 18. This gives an account allo of ſome part of his 
vild Dialect which chus far anſwers little ro thoſe requi 

ren qual ifications 5 Weight and Uſtulnefle 3 there i 
gh nothing more trivial or uſeleſſe, then theſe two parts 
39. of converſation, and twere well if no worſe epithets 
up belonged to them. But if we look alſo into the tceſt 
cle they will ordinarily appear to carry proportion with 
of theſe : Tis every mans obſervation , that ve ſpring .. 
ere will riſe bigber thew its firſt bead; and then words bes 
go ing but the iſſues of the Mind, where that wants che 

| ballaſt of ſober and vertuous Notions , is no wo- 
uy der if the diſcourſe be light and acry. Twere eaſie 
of to exemplifie in the ſeveral forts of it adapted; 10 
es the ſeveral humours of men; but tis alſo fo needs 
ve leſſe, that the copy would be too exact by tranf« 
* cribing the impertinence too. But what ſuch frothy 
10 diſcourſe is naturally, the moſt ſerious may becoma 
of by accident: And thus we ſee it the infirmicy of ſome, 
d who ſo far retain their Education, as to have their 
n mindes better repleniſhed to vent their plenty ſo un- 


; ſeaſonably or affectedly, that it produces nothing of 
benefit to the hearers , but rebounds injuriouſlywith 
the aſperſion of vanity upon themſelves. 

19. But ſuch is the miſery of this Age, that it were 

a fair compoſition , if Gentlemen could be perſwaded 

to reduce their Diſcourſe onely to a privative ſore of 
Winefle ; 'twere ſomewhat tolerable, ib as on the one 
fide they did not miniſter grace, Eph; 4 29. ſo.on the 
other they did not breath infection on the heaters. Bug 
alas !- what are all thofe profane ſcoffings at Piery, fa. \- 
ent among them, but as ſo many blaſts ant 
eyolent yapours to nip and deſtroy Cs ©. 
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it? and fo we ſee ĩt too commonly does among thoſe 
whole greener teſolutions ſet them not above their 
mal influence. How does their immodeſt and 
obſcene talk diſperſe and ſcatter their own impure 
fires, to the inflaming of others ? and whileſt they 
inſcribe upon theſe Poyſons the inviting names of 
ingenuity and . Eſprit ; they do not onely tempt 
men greedily to imbibe them, but even defame 
and proſtitute that Wit they pretend to, render it a 


X Wilderneſſe for all ſavage rudeneſſe to range in, and 


make as many Candidates tor that reputation, as there 
ate impious and beftial men in the world, And to 
this ſort of Wit they have found out a very propor- 
tionable Rhetorick , I mean that bf their Oaths, that 


helliſh piece of Oratory, which ſo overſpreads their 
language, that ( like a profuſe Embroidery that even 


quite hides the Stuffe) ic becomes the moſt remark- 
able part of it. Tis not a little ſtrange how. this 
fouleſt deformity hath gotten to paſs for an embel- 
liſhment and ornament of Stile; but that it doth ſo, 
is very viſible, not only from the no pretence of other 
temptation to it; but alſo from that affected and 
ſtudied variety obſervable among them, as if they 
had the ſame concernment for their Diſcourſe, which 
they have for themſelves, big. that it may every year 
appear in ſome new piece of Dreſſe, have ſome Oaths 
freſh minced to et it off. | ; 

20. To all theſe we may adde their vain Boaſtings 
and Aſſumings, which are often ſo deplorably ridi- 


culous, that xis doubtful whether more of pity or 
contempt belongs to them. Thus oft — W 


ſtick, 


4 


has but croſt the Seas to fetch a Feather and 


: Mean,brags more of his Travels, then if he had paſs d 


the Lme , and felt che ſcorchings of the Torrid Zone. 
And upon the ſtrength ob this he takes authority to 
impoſc on others the moſibſurd and incredible Re- 


lations; 


ations; yer ſtill — more perniciouſly on hin- 


- . gloxious in all this, and on that confidence the ſmiles 
which his auditors mean in ſcorn, (hall be taken 


— then when it lets looſe to — rogb 
one of the moſt genuine — 
bitter roat. And this we fr 


| ſome, who have been taught the rules of better Rhe- 


their Imploy ments, there is litle doubt but that Tell, 
Dan. 5. 27. might be 2 proper inſcription on them, yea 
a mild one too, Lightneſs and Vanity being many 
is but a natural inference fromthe former 2 for — 


it will certainly operate a like in both ; as Water ſent 
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ſelf, i. e. a belief that he appears very illuftrious aud 


in applauſe of him, and ſo encourage thoſe follies 
they deride. 
2t. Indeed where this vain humour dwells , it 
will betray it ſelf in innumerable indecencies 
peech; but never does it give it ſelf a ſuller or v 


fruicfu] branche: 


— 24 


rem the mouth 
of any, whoſe education had not dern wholly back 


all the invenomed reproachful lan 
ſuch as one would wonder ſhould 


barous; an inverted kind of E „ wherets 


tor ick, have a great fluency. | 
22. If now we-(hould proceed totake a viewof 


times the moſt innocent ingredient in them. And chis 
the Principle of Actions as well as Words is within, 


from one fountain through ſeveral pipes is the ame; 
and hath equal yertues or faults in each. It were toe 
eaſie to give as particular an account of theſe ascheg 
former; but foteſeeing an occafion 10 do that i in 
other place, Lſhallcransſer it bby, 2 defini 
to iterate the importunity on ſo ungrateful a ſubjeſt. 
23. And now he that ſhall confider, thatalls 
hut the partial Image and repreſentation of che 
have had chat Education we ſo much magnifie 


ſure  berewpred t0-a5k Jude's queſtions nl, 
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ture? To what purpoſe was ſo coſtly a foundation 
| X laid, when the ſuperſtructure is in the Apoſtles phraſe, 
or. 3. t 2. nothing but hay ana ſtabble> And I doubt 
many defeared Parents have cauſe to make this com- 
plaint: bur I fear alſo divers of them may with juſtice 
accuſe themſelves as Acceſories to their own difap- 
— by an overhaſty deſi re of ſee ing their 

' Sony men, do at once anticipate and fruſtrate their 
hopes, evacuate the benefic of many years Education, 
by taking them too ſoon from under its benigne inſſu- 
ence, which though it uſually ſpring from immode - 
rate indulgence , is yet feally the greateſt ſeverity ; 
for what can be more ſo, then to tie them to all the 
labout and toil of the Seeds · time, force their Child- 
hood to that Rady and intenſion of Which that giddy 
age is moſt impatient, and then ſnateh chem away at 
the Harveſt; (ſuffer them ro converſe no more with 
thing, when once they grow capable of receiving 


the method of Breeding, to poſt them with an incon- 
venient ſpeed from one Rage to another. many times 
bringing them too ſoon to the Univerſity, but much 
dſtner tak ing them tos early from it; before they ha ve 
bear gained what they came thither to furniſh them. 
ſelves with. Atid from thence the nent Rep is over the 
Sed; which ſoon waſhes away thoſe Notions, which 
tie erude in their brains, but have wanted maturity of 
eats to dipeſt into their mantiety. Indeed dis not 

able how they ſhould retain them, they — 
eit coming «broad foleninly put in à d 

ſk of forgetting ſpeedily what they formerly 
nd, their whole time being then by order to be 
— in other unſpeculacive exexreiſes, wherein if 
chey do happen to attain to ſome etninencie» yet tis 
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tec > Why was all this waſte ot Difcipline and Lirersz 


ither delight or profic by it? Thus of late it hath been 


ſure but a dry exchange for what they quit for it. — 
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chen tis not — in twenty — . — 
| ligence of Govyernours, of own hed 
"4 wheh they - > tor — — — | 
he their progteſſe little in an are appointed 
n to; but in Read of that, hey run a full career in all 
debaucht pleaſutes, advance there in an inftanttothe 
* bigheſt proficiencie. I ſay not this to decty Fravei- 
ling in general, but only the unſeaſonable time that is 
choſen for it. He that would really improve his Sea 
by that means, ſhould ſend him at ſuch a mature age, 
* when by the help of his foregoing education his 
K —— is fetled and qualified to make uſeſul ob- 
« vacions » his manners well weighed and fined, that 
4 ſo he may be capable of all the good Forreign climes 
Y can afford, and ſecured from the ĩuſection of the iH 
/ like a loadſtone, attract things of wei 
E 
) 


| heonly; a 
not like Jer, draw nothing but chaff 71 — Ber 
I conſeſſe this a digreſſion, and therefore fetum to 
thoſe who have thus embezled this precious Advunt- 
| age, (and who have too much of their own wills in it, 
do be able cotrarisferthe guile upon any error of their 
| Parents) beſeeching them ſeriouſly to lay to heat this 
their ſo ruinous ill husbandry, and to let at laſt forme 
better fruits of that ſeed appear; not to ſuffer à Piete 
of P{gte left to the School or Colledge. to be e only 
Teſtimonials that ever they were there, and fo'bring 
thoſe Societies under the reproach of extortieth or 
fraud, of profeſfing learning, but imparting none, of 
having taken ſome thing from them without gtwing 
them any valuable conſideratien, making ——— 
ptoportiona ble returns. But that they would 
take up this Talent thus long buried in the naph im, 
and yet fall a trading with it. And though me 
they have loft ſhould render them deſperate of the re 
ward of the Ten Cities; tis yet motive enougbito in- 
guſtry, to reſcue themſelyes from the — 
4 ot 


+. 


- r 44S Cana Ae - "= 


32 The Gentleman's Calling. 
dotl al ſervant, And yet that will not be all, tor there 
being no middle ſtate between reward and puniſhs 
ment, he that delivers himſelf from the one. puts him- 
ſelf likewiſe into a certain capacity of the other. But 


beſides all he is to expect hereafter, he is ſure at the 


time of a very ſair Antepaſt of pleaſure here. which 
he will immediatly reap from it, as the firſt fruits o 
the ſuture rich harveſt , which though the Law com- 
manded to be ſacrificed, yet ſuch is the indulgence of 
the Goſpel, that it exacts nothing, but that men 
would themſelves enjoy them. e 
4. For ſuch is the, admirable goodneſſe of God; 
chat ho is generally pleaſed to adapt his commands, 
not only to our Ecgraal, but Temporal. concetuments; 
for knowing the jgnpatience of our nature, that we 
love not to depend wholly upon reyerfions, he hath 
Pleaſed to put ſomewhat of preſent guſt and te- 
liſh upon every part-of duty. This might be evis 
denced diſtinctly chrough the whole Codex of Chri- 
ſtian Precepts , his Toke is an eaſie, nay gracious Toke ; 
his barden « lizbt burden, Mat. 11. 28. And from this 
Lground, I may have warrant ſufficient to af. 
fired che like of this particular 1 am now upon. But 


«may be yet more clearly evinced, by re flecting on 
Eee improvements of this Talent, which have 
bern/mencion'd,as the Duty of all thoſe that poſſi Its 
. 26;Avd firſt, for thar of an acute and elevated An- 
derſtandeng, I need appeal no further then to common 
Vote to have that pronounced a very deſirable thing, 
it heing hard to pick out a man of ſuch an avowed 
brutalicy, chat will own the diſpiſing it. Even tho 
who will be at no pa ins to acquire, will yet profeſſe 
to eſteem it · And we may believe them in ear 
if from no other argument, yet from this, that eve 
man affects the reputation of being Wiſe, is please 
when he ſucceeds in that aim, and on the contrary is 
4 nor. 
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not more troubled and diſcomfited at auy thing, then 
to be caxed of Ignorance or Etror. If any ſhall de- 
ny this, L hall ſuſpend his confutation, till ſome body 
reproach him with folly , and then from the diſplea- 
ſure he finds in bimſclf, leave him to conclude his own 
value off Wiſdom. And indeed why do good men 
look upon aol with ſo much pity, and ill men with 
ſo much ſcorn, if knowledge be not both a Felicity 
and a Credit? Nor is this the ſentence — of the 
vulgar, who uſually admire thoſe things moſt, from 
which they and at the greateſt diſtance, but eſpecial- 
ly of the more diſcerning fort of men, who from every 
taſte they have had of it; have had their appetites ſo 
raiſed; that they have inſatiably thirſted after the 
fuller draughts. This made ſo many of the old hi- 
lſophers renounce the injoyment of thoſe ſenſual 
pleaſures, that offered themſelves ; to go in queſt afrer 
this one tranſcendent delight 3 and Solomon to prefet 
this in his election before Riches and Honout, the two 
principal parts of worldly ſplendour, to the rectitude 
of which choice God himſelſ bears Teſtimony. And 
now if this be in it ſelf ſo valuable, ſo ravihing a 
thing ſhall its being here connected with duty, prove 
ſuch an allay, as rodeprive it of all the guſt? Cer- 
tainly if it do, it muſt atgũe the palate very perverſe 
and diſtemper d: for to all other, that one conſide- 
ration would give a teliſii and flavout to thedryeſt 
the moſt unpleaſant undertaking. The conſcience 
that Fam now imployed as I ought, is ſuch a reſteſh- 
ment as is able to ſweeten the ſevereſt labout / yea the 
greateſt ſuffering. Shane is a thing to which humane 
nature hath an innate abhorrence, yet the Apoſtles 
made irmattevaf joy,, Pen befotebem for Cbriſtsſake 
Acts r qi. Andſhallthisbleffed Copy of theitt be 
transformed in ſtead oſtranſtribedꝰ Shall choſe who 
have not ſo much Chriſtin: patience ; ag to bear the 
. © BW flighteſt 
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{lighteſt reproach for him, have yet ſo much uncbri. 
ſtian ſtupidity , as to endure the greateſt inoppoſiti on 
to him ? Chuſe rather to be ignorant, when tis both 
their fin and ſhame, than wiſe, when tis their duty ¶ co 
and reward? Invert S. Pauls choice, and be fools of 
againſt Chriſt , as he owns to be for bim? If there be ¶ di 
any ſuch Antipodes in our clime, their unhappineſſe 

will yet ſerve to illuſtrate what they refuſe- to-partake Il fet 
of, Viz. the felicity of having performed this part of I th 
duty in the improvementof the underſtanding, lec 
26. In the next place the regularity of the Will is 
extreatnly both amiable and profitable. For that 
being an uncontroulable facultie , if it be wrong ſer, 
 whattorrents of miſchief and confuſion does it let in? 
If in all its conceptions it permit the ſenſual appetite 
to lay, like Jacob its pilled rods before it, all its births 
will be ring · ſtroked, ſpeckled and ſpotted, the ruinouſ- 
neſſe of a pervetſe will is ſo generally underſtood, that | 
there is nothing renders a man even in common ac- le 
count more miſerable and deplored. He whoſe Will Po 
runs counter to his Reaſon, every man, is Aſtrologer © h 
enough to read his deſtiny, and preſage his deftruRion, Il .ti1 
And by the undecent and pernicious effrets of a diſ- de 
ordered, we way make an eſtimate of the beauty and h: 
advantage of a tectified Will. The former, like a vi- of 
tious improvident Govertiour, expoſes his Territories ¶ ci 
to adeluge; firſt of luxury and then of ruine 2 but | 
this latter like a vertuous and prudent Prince, at once 
ſecures the innocence, and felicity of his Subjects. 
Indeed it is this alone that really and effectively gives 
us the preeminence above beaſts. They Haye choice. 
as well. as we, and they have affect ions, but wanting 
the higher principle of reaſon, their choices are ne- 
ceſſatily determined by their affections. Now if we 
who have both, are guided 6nely by the latter, where- 
in does our ſtate differ from theirs, ſa ve onely one our 
iberty 
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feltitus, which if they be not curbed and held in 


timorouſneſs of an Hare, and ſo is racked between 
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liberty. makes us guilty, whereas their neceſſity lea ves 
them innocentꝰ l . I need ſay no more. to evince 
che ha ppineſſe of a well ordered Will, fince none can 
conteſt ic, but he muſt cacitly confeſle himſelf weary 
of his humane nature, and emulous, not of a greater 
dignity, but of a degradation to that ofthe Brutes. 
Aud as much may be ſaid concerning the Af- 


the underſtanding,. will have as free and nn P 
led a ſway in men, as they have in meet animals, but 
with worle effects, by how much we have more ob- 
jets to incite tbem, mote inſtruments to actuate them 
then theſe have. If any man can be tempred to thii 
this no.unpleaſant condition, let him yer further con- 
lfider, chat this meramorphoſis is not like the fancied 
tranſmigration of the ſoul, wherein it . ſu paſed to 
aſſume the nature, and conſequently 
15 ans 8 alone: no, ane the who ſe Wilderne 
oole upon a man, with a * A 2 {es 

E combating one 8 another. He ae 
che rapacioulneſle of a Wolf , may. yet have ye 


defire of havin ng, and the fear of ſuffering, He thae 
hach the luſt of a Goat may yet have the 927 
of a shine, and be diſtracted to w of che appe- 
110 give up himſelf. He that h he t be crucley of 
re, may yet have the wilineſs of the Fox , which 
wi Al gig him the pa in of many irkſome delayes, in 
N advantageous opportunity. And ſo pro- 
tionably in others. And what. can be more un- 
luppoceably unea ſie, than to have theſe continual tu- 
within, to be in a ſtate of hoſtilicy, not only 
wi 3 men, but with himſelf> Oc what can there 
beyond this confideration, to recommend. the 
contrary condition ta us ? The ſubduing theſe brutiin 
inclinations is the introducing Peace into à Land, 
D barraſs'd 
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harraſsd and waſted with inteſtine War: and ſurt 
none need be told ( at leaſt in this age) that that is 

moſt raviſhing pleaſure. And 1 may with the fame 
confidence appeal to the verdict of any who hath 
tried theſe two contrary ſtates, and doubt not but bt 
will from his experience confirm the molt profuſe and 
even Poetick declamation that can be made on this 


heam. 
28. All I ſhall adde is, in a joynt relation to this 
and the two' former by obſerving that illuminated 
underſtandings, regulated wills and affeRions, make 
* up a great part of the celeſtial happineſs. The Angels 5 
Tight would no longer have right to that title, wich- 
dut theſe : The ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, were im- 
properly ſo Niled, Heb, 12. 23. had they not received 
this accomphiſhment of their nature. And the grear- 
kr degrees hereof we arrive to here, ſo much the more 
ſenſible anticipation have we of thoſe divine joys. 
And ſure thus to partake with Angels and Saints; is to 
be happy, and will be acknowledged fo by all, whole 
value and wiſhes of a Mahometan Paradiſe render 
chem not mcotnpetent to eſtimate theſe purer and te- 
Nined plea ure“ | 2h 
29. If tom hence we ptocxeil to thoſe outwerd e,. 
Hou e ate the reſults of theſe in ward, we fhall 


they zie all full of delight and ſatisfaction. 
26uttehe and friendlineſſe of Bebaviour does not on- 
ly eaſt a gloridus ſuſtte round about, attract the eye: 
Mit hearts of others, but it allo reflects with cheerful 
Antheomfortable gleams upon our ſelves, Pot: Man 
"being defigneÞbyGod for à ſociable creature,” hath 
ach propenſtons and inclinations put into him as ate 
proper to that end: and theſe are gratified and pleal- 
ed, when we ſo demean ourſelves, as may an wer that 
intention, / towards which nothing can be mere ne- 
ceſſary than tis debonna ire and gentle carriage. þ m4 
: at 
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tage of Zac, 9 
chat allures people to our converſation, whereas. the 
contrary roughneſſa frights and deters them, (the 
churliſhneſſe of a Nabal makes men they 2 
to hum, 1 Sam. 25. 17.) it gives a man part of Nelu- 
chadue ar fate, ſeparates him from among men, by: 
forcing them to withdraw from him; and that the 
worſt part of it too; the bairs: like Eagles feathers. and 
the nails like. birds claus, being much the lighter degree 
of the infliction, fic to paſſe for drefle and orna- 


ment; compared with that more deforming diſguiſe -* 


this rugged temper puts upon a man. And as on the 
one fide; this — ſourneſſe of humour is ves 


ry uneaſie, ſo on the other isthat form of fawning and 
flattering compliaggę, which ſome call Civility : It 
obliges men in m ircumſtances to renounce their 
eaſe ; their health, yea their underſtaadings too, and 
keeps them in ſuch conſtraint; that one may truly ſay 
2 leſſe meaſure of ſelf-denial would ſerve to conſtitute 
2 man 2 good Chriſt ian, than an exact Courtier 3 


whereas he that keeps himſelf in a juſt mean, neither 
drives away one ſort of company, nor buys the other 
ſo dear: He has a Standard- meaſnre;-by which to 
diſpenſe his Civilities, viz. The quality and worth of 
the perſons; and confounds not himſelf with thoſe 
more unjuſt and mutable rules of their expectations. 
So inthe firſt of the inſtances he keeps himſs If a Man, 
whileft the other is in ſame reſpeR a beaſt; in the ſe- 
cond he preſerves himſelf a Freeman, vchileſt the other 
is a Slave: And ſure I may refer it to any mans deci- 
ſion, which is the pleaſanter Rate. 12 

30. Next for the Words, tis not to be doubted but 
that calm and temperate Language has the advantage 
of that which is paſſionate and rageſulʒ and that not 
only in teſpect of decenoy, bur eaſt too; of whieh 
chere needs no other eſtimony, than that viſible pet- 
unbatiom and a obſervable in all who are 
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under ſuch a tran(portation. So in like manner, when 
the words are pertinent and weighty, they give not 
only more ſatisfaction to the hearer, but to the Speak · 
er alſo. This may be judged by the contrary difpla+ 
cency men have at themſelves, when they ate con- 
ſeious to have ſpoken impertinently or undecently. 
By ſatisfaction, I mean not that vanity , which men 
too often affect of ſhewing their parts, hut a juſt 
and ſober complacency, arifing from the conſcience 
of having regulated their diſcourſe by the meaſures of 
a Wile man and a Chriſtian, the having ſaid that 
which may be of benefit, but cannot be of miſchief 
to his auditors. And this ſurely is a much more real 
pleaſure than any can be had in the contrary kinde of 
dialect. If to this it be objected, that generally none 
are ſo much delighted with their own diſcourſes, as 
they who talk the moſt va inly and abſurdly: I an- 
ſwer, that even theſe are not pleaſed with the vanity 
and abſurdity; their pleaſure refults from a miſtake, 
ſuppoſing it to be the quite contrary. And this helps 
to evince, that ſolid and prudent ſpeaking gives ſatiſ- 
faction, ſince even the ſhadow and fid ion of it can be 
made to yield it. | 
31. Laſtly, for the Imployments, they ſurely muſt 
afford moſt of contentment, when they are moſt 
noble and excellent: They do ſo at the time, in the 
direct line, they having more of agreeableneſſe to the 
nature and dignity of a man; but they do yet more ſo 
in the reflection, when 2 man looks back upan hit 
day or week ſpent, and findes his buſineſſe has been 
worthy of him, it exhilerates and revives him, en- 
ables him to paſſe his own approbation on himſelf, 
and as it were to anticipate the Fuge he ſhall one day 
receive from his great + Bur be that gives 
himſelf onely the idle divertiſements of a Child;or fers 
$0 the baſer drugeries of Vice cannot refleR with 
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out Yn : which is ſo well underſtood by ſuch 
perſons, that they art fa in to take 8 in a total 
inconſideration, never daring to ask themſelves, what 
have I done? Which bears full teſlimony to the ex- 
cellency and ſelicity of ingenuous imployments, ſince 
they that decline thoſe ,. are forced. allo. to decline 
themſelves, grow out of their own acquaintance and 
knowledge. | 
32. And now what objection can there lie againſt 
this duty, which is in all the parts of it ſo advantage 
ous and eligible, that it becomes duty not onely to 
God, but even to themſelves, their own preſent in- 
tereſts and ſatisfact ion ? Shall pleaſure it ſelf loſe its 
nature, adopt the properties of its direct contary, and 
become irkſom and abhorred, onely becauſe dis twiſt 
ed with obedience ? Is there ſo perfect an antipathy 
between God and them, that tis impoſſible they 
ſhould. have the ſame objects of delight? or can no 
Joys have any caſte with them, that are not the 
cauſes and fore · runners of eternal ſortows? This 
were ſuch a degree of perverſneſſe, as common Cha- 
rity bids me not to expect; and I ſee not what elſe 
can evacuate the pleaſure that attends the improve 
ment of chis Talent of Education, - 
33. After all this, 1 foreſee ic not impoſſible that 
ſome may plead an Exemption from this obligation, 
by affirming. they want the ground of it , that they 
never had this Education. I am not willing to fancy 
there have been fo many unjuſt and unkinde Parents 
as may qualifie any confiderable number of Gentle- 
men for this Plea : But to thoſe few that can really 
make it, I (hall not think the foregoing Diſcourſe 
wholly impertinent;; for , by ſhewing them the Ad- 
rae kg] what they ſay they thus want, ,it may in- 


ci not to murmure at the negligence of their 
Parents, $ 


tozatrempe the repairing of it by be- 
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coming their own Guardians, putt 
into Diſcipline, and by the ſtrict Laws of Reaſon go- 
verning and reftraining thoſe Paſſions, which by the 
liberry of their Breeding have got head, by this means 
ſupplying to themſelves the firſt part of Education: 
And the like may certainly be done for the latter al- 


ſo, if they will but depofit that common errour ; of 


thinking it more manly to be ignorant then to learn, 
and be content to put themſelves in a courſe of Erudi- 
tion , which a man may do for himſelf in bis Cloſer, 
as well as a Tutor may do for his Diſciple in a 
School; and though he want many of thoſe Ad- 
vantages the othet hath, yet tis poſſible they may be 
in a good degree ſupplied by that induſtry and deſire, 
which all thoſe ate ſuppoſed to have, who are thus 
their own Pupils; And there want not inflances of 
the ſucceſſe of them who have thus attempred; hut L 
confeſſe there are too few examples of the Attempt, 
men being too apt to fie down: contentedly under this: 
want; whereas let the ſame perſons have an entailed 
eſtate alienated from them by any act of their Fathers, 
they are not ther ſo tame, bur will ſtruggle to the 
utmoſt to recover their rights, | Yet certainly an In · 

genuous Education is as properly the Birch-right of a 

Gentleman ,-as any the moſt firmly ſetled inheritance 

can be: Why ſhould they chen acquieſce in that fo 

injurious an Alienation, and not ſeek by all endea- 

vours of theit on to retrieve ttiis ſo precious a Poſ- 
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evidencing the general eſteem is had of it. Vet though 
the Concluſion be right, it is to be doubted many in- 
fer it not upon due Premiſſes. Tis not Riches ſimp- 
ty conſidered that are the felicity, much leſſe thoſe 
luxuries, to which they are often made to miniſter; 
but they are like co a fertile ground, which if left with» 
out culture, none bears ſo rank weeds; but if rightly 
husbanded yields abundant profit; and thus to man- 
age and improve them is not only the Intereſt, but the 
duty of all choſe to whom God hath committed 
them, this being the one deſigned Advantage, for 
which they were intruſted to them. 1 
2. Several Improvements there are, of which they 
are capable; but before 1 proceed to them, I muſt 
mention one part of Duty, as fundamental to all the 
reſt. And that is the well husbanding of them 5 not 
in a figurative, but real ſenſe, the having luch a provi- 
dent care of thoſe goods and poſſeſſions, wherewith 
God hatb bleſt a Man, as may ſecure them from that 
Conſumption, to which careleſneſſe and ſloth will in- 
fallibly betray them. This ſurely is obligatory in 
many reſpects. Fitſt, in thankfulneſs (I had almoſt 
{id civility ) to God , who having diſpenc'd them as 
aliberality, tis ingratitude. yea affront to give them 
no regard; Secondly, in Juſtice to a mans poſterity: 
He that has received a fair Inheritance from his An- 
ceſtors, if he ſuffer his ſupine negligence to cut off 
the Entail; he defrauds thoſe that were to have ſuc- 
creded him in ãt, and becomes that troubler of his own' 
bouſe, to whom Solomon, Prov. 1 1. 29. aſſigns no other 
Inberitance but the Winde, which is indeed all ſuch a 
perſon is like to derive upon his iſſue, the commom 
air being oftentimes their only patrimony. Thirdly, 
in order to all thoſe ends to which Wealth was de- 
ſignech by God, which depend on this; as Accident 
an theiꝶ Subjects, and ſo ate all at once evacuated — 
1225 nulle 
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nulled by the diffipating of that whereio they are 
founded. All which confiderations do naturally in- 


force upon men the neceſſity of a prudent managery. 
3. This being ſuppoſed, and the perſon having, as 


in our Law-forms is uſual, covenanted to Rand ſeiſed 


of the Eſtate, let us now ſee what are the propet uſes, 
to-which it is to be limited. In the firſt place, we 
may rank that of Contentedneſſe in his portion; 
vrhich though to one that is ſet to wreſtle with want 
it might ſeem a hard precept, yet to him that flows 
with abundance it might be thought rather a need- 
leſſe then difficult injunRion , if experience did not 
teſtiſie, that contentment is oftentimes as great a 
ranger in Palaces as Cottages. 

4. Of chis excellent both virtue and felicity , there 
are two parts, the one a chearful injoyment of ſo 
much of his Wealth, as may decently(I ſay not vain - 
ly ) ſupport him in that quality wherein he is placed : 
God does not make Rich men ſuch meer Conduit- 
pipes of Wealth, that they muſt paſſe all, without re- 
raining any thing themſelves ;- but rather like the 
Earth, which though ſhe conveys the ſprings through 
her veins, yet is allowed to fuck in ſo much, as may 

ive her a competent refreſhment 3 and he that does 
is moderately, and with a thankful reflection on 
that liberal Providence, which thus gives him all things 
richly to enjoy 1 Tim. 6. 17. falfifies no part of his 
truſt, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip, this being} as it were» 
the allowed Fees of his Place, a Penſion allotted him 
by the bounty of his Lord. NI 
5. The other part of contentment is that, by which 
the defires are terminated, within the bounds of his 
own poſſeſſions, and not ſuffered to range wildely into 
ather mens, like Abubs into Nabotb' vineyard, uſing 
their Wealth, as Anglers do cheir Fiſh, to bait hooks 
for more, by making it an inſtrument of ęxtoxting 


from 
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from others ;- which is10 great a guilt, that᷑ it vearly 
concerns them to ſecure themſelves againſt it; by a 
perfect ſatisfact ion in what is properly their own. 
Nay even in what is ſaid, there ĩs caution to be had, 
that there be not too eager and vehement endeavours 
of multiplying it, and that not only by an unlawful 
commixture with other mens, which is the ſin either 

oppreſſion or fraud, but even from its on ſtock. 
fot that may be covetouſaeſſe, and is ſurely a direct 
oppoſition to the divine diſpenſation. For when God 
hach given a man a full fortune , and by that manu- 


mitted him from thoſe carkings and ſollicitudes to 


* 


which needier perſons are expoſed, for him to make 


thick clay, Hab. 2. 6. What is it but the degrading and 
pulling himſelf from that Sphere wherein God hath 
placed him, a voluntary ſale of himſelf to the Gall ies 
or Mines ? In this reſpect therefore I may not unapt- 
ly apply that Exhortation which the Apoſtle makes 
in another, Gal. 5. 1. Stand faſt iu the Aberty where witb 
Chriſt hath made you free. Let nat him whom God hath 
by a gracious and peculiar providence exempted 
from this meaner ſervitude, and vaſſalage to the 
world, relinquiſh that ſo valuable a priviledge, give 
up his ear to be bored by Mammon , when God pro- 
claims a 7abile. Vet tis poſſible the quality of ſame 
mens Eſtates may be ſuch, that they may be capable 
of advancement by a moderate and eaſie induſtry, 
ſuch as may uo way divert them from more excellent 
Imployments, but may rather be a recreation then a 
toil : And in that caſe;I know no obligation lies on 
them ſo to deſie an Improvement. as not to chuſe a 
profitable, before an expenſive divertiſement, to ſpend 
thoſe vacant hours upon that, which remain by way 
of overplu from more warthy deſigns and entertain» 
wind ments, 


t his grand huſineſſe to project how he may adde to 
\rhac heap, or in the Prophets phraſe, lade bimſelf with 
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meas; Bat the perpetual ſollicitous purfuit- after 
more wealth, is certainly a culpable inordinacy , as 
being inconfiftent with that contentment and acqui - 
eſcence, which is the duty of every man for whom 
God hath thus liberally provided , and fuch as will 
befides be likely ro undermine another main part of 
this obligation. | 
6. Such in the next place we are to account the 
Charitable diſpenſing of his fore, to ſupply the indi- 
gencies of wanting perſons; which ſurely is to be 
lookt ou as the grand and moſt. confiderable end of 
his receits. God, who is the common friend, as well 
28 Father of all men, is not to be imagined ſo partial, 
as to provide pomps and luxuries for ſome, and in the 
mean time leave others deſtitute of the neceflary ſup- 
ports of life; yet if we look no deeper then the vi- 
fible. poꝛtlons of Poor and Rich, there is no evidence 
of the contrary, But when we examine upon what 
conditions and proviſo that Abundance is conveyed, 
we ſhall have no temptation ſo to aſperſe or charge 
God fooliſhly: For though he have not diſpenſed to 
immediately to the Poor, yet he gives them as it were 
Bills of aſſigument upon the plenty of the Rich, a 
ritzht to be ſupplied by them: ſo that the difference 
ſeems to be onely that of an elder, and younger Bre- 
thren; the elder uſually carries the bulk of the Eſtate, 
but then char is chatged with proviſions for the 
y rʒ and if the quantity of thoſe be not diſlinctly 
expreſt, but left indefinitely; that act ot Truſt inthe 
Father lay the greater obligation on him, not to de · 
ce ive it hy too mean and ſcanty a diſtribution; for 
now himſelf is become a father to them, and therefore 
ſhould proportion his bounty by the tenderneſſe and 
bowels of that moſt affecbionate relation. And this 
way noo: improperly be deemed one teaſon, why 
among ſuch multicudeszof commands of —_ 
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the Goſpel, there is yet none that ex allots the 
proportion of our Als; Mat by this act of confi- 
dence; as it were, men might be oblieged to the higher 
liberality: And be that ſhall make this incermive to 
it, a pretenet to excuſe he want of it, is fure a moſt 
ctiminous petyerter of the divine intention, treache- 
rouſly countermining Gods ſacred arts, as if tere 
not enough to rebell, unleſſe in a further contempt he 
aſſaulted him with his owt! weapons: Certainly 
God never deſigned Lagarus s portion: ſhould be 
made up onely of the Crumbs from the Table: ' For 
though indeed Dives is taxed that he gave him not 
them, yet if he had, ſuch a dole would ſure never have 
reſcued him from the place of torment He who 
reſts in a rich'mans boſom in Heaven, is to have ſomit 
proportionable treatment from thoſe on Earth, ſome 
more hoſpitable reception then a lying at the Gate, 
ſome better Chirurgeons then Dogs to eure his Sores 2 
and thoſe that refuſe it hit muſt be preſumed ta con- 
remn not onęly the Lag riss, but the Abrabau, iyea the 
Heaven too that receives him; ſince that whith-qua- 
lifies him for an admittapce there, is notiabls cores 
commend him to their leaſt tegafc e. 

7. 1 ſhall not attempt to proportion mens Chati- 
ties, ſince God hath not; yet there are | 
meaſures to be made to bound them on the hnking 
fide, that they fall not to too ſtandalous'a/lewnefle:; 
which having been done already by a £ co 


better Pen, I ſhall refer the Reader e 


thither. But "thoſe yer leave mens 
Comp ſſions full ſcopt᷑ ti grow up to | 
what greater height Gods grace and mens-exigencie 
(hall advance them: And ſurely the latter may 

times be ſuch that it will become every fich man not 


one ly to rifle his Coffers, pour out hatſoever his ſu- 


peiflulxies have their amaſſed/but allo to an mt, 
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of his own'accuttomedenjoyments, caule the Raſor 
to paſſe even upon his whole Equipage , to cut off all 
Excreſcencies, all exuberant Bxpenſes, that fo the 
ſtream may run the fuller in that one channel which 
Gods providence thus cuts out for it. Whether this 
may not be a proper ſeaſon for it, I leave every conſi- 
dering perſon to judge. At the preſent I (hall beſeech 
every man to whom God hath given Wealth, ſadly 
to ponder how ſcandalous a thing it will be for him 
who has been the object of ſo great Bounty, to de- 
cline the being an Agent in any; to diſcoyer himſelf 
to have ſuckt in nothing of the virtue, amidſt ſuch an 
affluence of che commodities; and to defic the ex- 
ample of that Liberality, by whole effects he lives. 
But withall let him conſider the danger of it alſo, how 
dreadful a guilt (and conſequently vengeance ) he 
draws-upon himſelf, if he ſhall defeat this ſo main 
end of his receits,- It is indeed a complication. of 
many crimes, not onely againſt Man, but God alſo: 
I ſhallinftance onely in two, molt generally decried, 
and yet mat eminently contained in it, Unthankſul- 
neſſe and Falſeneſſe. | 
8. God in his wiſdom' diſcerning that equality of 
conditions would breed confuſion in the world, hag 
ordered ſeveral ſtates, deſigu d ſome to Poverty, others 
to Riches, onely anne ing to the Rich the care of the 
Poor; yet that rather as an advantage, than a bur- 
den, a ſeed of more wealth both temporal and eter - 
nal. Now in this divifion of men, thoſe on whom 
he hath cauſed the better lot to fall. can owe it to no- 
thing but to his S ; and therefore had 
heen certa inly oblieged to ſubmit ta any the moſt dif- 
ſicult tasks he ſhould have diſpencd with it. But 
now that in his great indulgence he has ſo tempered 
the command, as to render it not an allay, but an en- 


bancetnent of the mercy, he that gives it onely a bare 
taſtleſſe 
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taſtleſſe compliance, betrayes bimſelf co want a juſt 
ſenſe of it; but he that flatly reſiſts it, is in the moſt 
tranſcendent degree barbarouſly- ingrate. Nay, 1 
think 1 might have laid the charge higher, and called 
it malice ; for what beneath that cam pravoke'a man 
thus to teſiſt his duty and intereſt together? | 
9. Nor is this all, tis alſo the greateſt Perſidiouſ- 
neſſe: Every rich man is, as I (aid: before , God's 
Steward, and particularly intruſfled to provide for the 
indigent parts of his Family, ſuch are the poor and 
needy. Now if he leave them deſtitute, and ſuffer 
either his riot or coyetouſneſle to feed upon their por- 
tions, what more deteſtable falſenefle can be commit - 
ted, not only in reſpect of them, whole right he thus 
invades, but of God alſo, whoſe truſt he abuſes > Ma- 
ny other enormities there are in Uncharjtableneſle, 
which as ſo many misſhapen limbs concur to the 
making up this deformed Monftet.z but I (hall ſup- 
pole it ſufficient to have pointed out theſe two, which 
being the moſt proſeſtly contrary to ingenuicy,I muſt 
hope will carry a very averting appearance to thoſe 
who ſo eſpecially pretend to that quality. dt 
10. To this poſitive part of duty, the being rich in 
good Works, we find the A poſtle connects a negative, 
1 Tim, 6. 17. Charge them that be rich in this world that 
tbey be not bigh- minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, And 
we nerd not reſort to implicite fa ich in the Author to 
perſwade us of the great propriety and ſitneſſe of theſe 
cautions ;. tis too evident that Pride and Con 


are diſeaſes that uſually breed in full and opulent for» 


tunes, and as they ſpring from the ſame root, ſo do they 
like neighbouring branches, mutually ſheker and ſuy 
E another. Ne that is high-· minded, a bhorre: 
iſſion of any forreign dependence, and 
gladly anchors on any thing he can call his own; and 
inking his wealth moſt properly ſo; he has as great 
| an 
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an aptneſſe, as holy Job expreſſes an averhon, to maſe 
gold bis hope. audits ſay tothe fine gold, thou art my conf... 
dence, Jol zt. 24. On the other fide, he that truſts 
iu his Wealth, is by that fortified in his pride. It is 
Axiſtaties obſet vation, that wraltb makes contumelious 


and inſolent; which F preſume the infers not only 
from experience, but reaſon allo; for the ground - 
woik of humility being the ſenſe of impotence and de- 
ect, he that aſſumes a ſelf-ſufficiency, undermines that 
ſaundation, and in Read of it lays the Baſs ot the quite 


contrary. temper, all haughtinefſe and elation' of 


minde. A.memorable Example of this we have in 
the inſolent reflections of Nebuchadnez>ar , Dan. 4. 
30. which had withall fo diſmal a conſequent; as, 
me thinks, ſhould” like Lors wife remain a perpetual 
monument to deter others from all approaches to- 
wards the like vanity. the | 

1 f. And certainly it is a moſt important concertj- 
ment of rich men, to fence themſelves againſt this 
double temptation 3 to which purpoſe they can 
hardly find a mort compleat armour, than what 
they may borrom from one ſhort ſentence of the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 4. 7. Mhat baft chou that thou haſt not 
received > Let them look on themſelves as meer Re- 
deiversy and then witch what pretence can tere 
themſelves in chat wherein they are barely paſſive? 
Nay:indeed if it be throughly ſcann d, theſe Receits 
imply cauſe rather of ſhame then boaſting; the be- 
ing filled from anothers hand, is a ſure Argument 
{and tacit reproach) of a natural and original em- 
ptineſſe; and if God have dealt fo liberally wich 
them, they may collect tis in complyance not with 
cheir merits, but infirmities; his having made them 
rich is a ſtrong preſumption, he ſaw them not ptepar- 
ad to be innocently poor: And ſure Pride muſt he 2 


yanity 


ſubtile Alchimiſt, that can hence extract matter of 


re. 
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yaticy, and might with equal Logick have perſwaded 
the Jews to glory in thoſe Indulgences, which were 
granted chem only for che berduefs of their hearts, 

12. Io like manner if they reflect on their richer as 
received, it renders them alſo a molt unfit obje of 
Truſt, For it they were given, they may allo be taken 
away. We hold all by chat old tenure, which the 
Lawyers ſtile Alodium, becauſe it i from none but 
God : and his gifts (of this kind atleaſt) are never 
ſo abſolute, as to exclude power of reyocation. He 
then that dog a thing not upon right but bounty, 
muſt ask this Benefactor how far he is to prelume 17 
it. And if they would do fo in this caſe, they woul 
ſoon be reſolved how little confidence were to be re- 
poſed in wealth. They may hear God che great Pa- 
tron tellthem by Solomon, that riches make 2 
wings and fly away as an eagle, Pro. 23. J. by Chriſt. 
that the 1 which they lay up here are liable to 
the Mech and Ruſt, and Thieves ; and by the 4poſtle, 
that they are uncertain riches. Nay indeed, if they 
would but ask themſelves, their own daily experience 
and obſervation, that would bear the ſame teſtimony: 
Every day almoſt gives ſome renewed inflance of it. 
What multicudes of accidents ate there to * 
mens goods are liable? A tough wind, a teinpeſtuous 
Sea ſinks at once the Merchant and his Ship: an ill 
ſcaſon, an hungrie ſoil eats out the Husband- man: 
and they who run not either of theſe hazards, thoſe 
whom neither the water nor the earth ſwallow up, a 
fire may yer conſume. And canthere any ſecurity be 
fanci'd in that wealth, which is thus a prey to each 
element ſingle, and yet more often to them united in 
man, to whoſe frauds or violences more have owed 
their imporeriſhiog, then to any of the former acci- 
dengs * And now what greater infatuation can there 
be than to place a truſt 2 that which is ſo flittin 

. an 
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and unſteadie, to lean on a broken reed, or in Solo. 
ons phraſe, to [eh ones eyes upon tbat which is not Þ 

13. Bur if by an impoſſible ſuppoſition, we ſhould 
imagine Riches to be as permanent, as they are indeed 
tranſitory: yer unleſſe they bad as well Strengib ag 
conſtancie, they could with no reaſon be depended on. 
He that Reys by bis friend to the laſt minute, if he 
have no power to aſſiſt him, is only a ſpectatour, not 
a reliever of his ſufferings. And alas, how many mi- 
ſeries are men ſubje to, in which wealth can give 
thetn no aid! Is a man afflited in his body with 
Pain the Indies are not a competent price for a mi- 
nutes eaſe, an hours ſleep. Is he perſecuted in his 
Name with fteproach ? tis not whole Iggets of gold 
chat will ſtõp che mouth of Fame: nay oftentitnes the 
obloquie js it ſelf meerh rhe ptogenie of his wealth, 


that reed int en vie, and envie detractlon · But if the 


ſote lie yet der per, if it be the Soul that ſuffers, that is 
yet farther removed from poſſibility of relief this 


Way. It it ſuffer as a. ſlave under the dominion of 


fin, no treafure can redeem from that vaſſalage. 
Welch does indeed too often by adminiftring temp- 
tation ſtrenzthen choſe chains, but it cannot break 
them, as 2ppears too evidently by the number of ſuch 
rich bond · men. If it groan under the guilt of fin, la- 
bout under the terrours of an accufing Conſcience, 
alas gold is no batm to a wounded ſpirits the luxu- 
ries which that has ſupported may help to pierce, but 
it hat no power to heal. Or laſtly, if che foul fall fi- 
nally under che puniſhment of ſin, there is no com- 
— that pennance, buying off that ſmart: Riches 
abuſed may indeed (well the accompt , and multiply 
the ſtripes, but they can never bribe the remiſſion of 
any. The Wiſe- man hath aſſured us this, Prov. 11, 
4. Ricbes profit not in the day of wrath. Nor does this 
carry any oppoſition to the counſel of our en > * 
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EY 9, of making 3 Mammon of un- 


neſs ; for he refers not there to any natural ot 
inherent property of riches, but only to that extrinſick 
and accidental advantage may be made of them pro- 
portionably to what was (aid before of the unjuſt Ste. 
Þard, whole dexterous managerie was it that ten- 
dred his Lords debts ſo uſeful to him; not that they 
had any proper innate vertue to ſecure him from the 
neceſſity either of begging or digging» And there« 
ſore we ſee Chriſts words run not in an Arinuncias 
tive, but an Exhortatotie ſtile: he tells us not that 
Mammon (hall make us friends, but excires us to make 
that out own care, and by a prudent diſpoſure to 
male it ſubſervient to an end above its native effica . 
tie. But all this is ſure very reconcileable with that 
natural impotency we have obſerved in it. Wealth 
charicably diſpoſed may have excellent effects, but yet 
thoſt are to be aſeribed to the charity, not the wealth, 
which Rill remains in its own eſſence the ſame un 
active lump in the Cheſt that it was in the Mine; like 
the heathen Deities,unable t protect its moſt zealots 
Idolaters. As a further inffince whereof, I may add 
that which will ſound very like a riddle, that riches 
cannot deliver even from preſent Want: which yet i 
demonſtrably true in all thoſe rich Miſers, whole be 


lies are lanck, while their coffers are full; à fortof 


Tantalized creatures, not peculiar only to this lattet 
age, for we find them deſcribed by Solomon, E. ; 
6. 2, A man to whom' God bath given riches, wealth and 
bonout, fo that be wanteth nothing for bis ſoul of all that be 
God giveth him not power to eat thereof, . Ye 
unſignificant a ching is wealth, that without the ad- 
dition of a new power, it enables him not to receive 
the leaſt benefit from it. | ; 
"21g. When all this is conſidered , what is there in 
that can invite the leaſt confidence; ſince it ap- 
- i, pears 
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pears ſo utterly unable to ſecure men in their moſt ini: 
portant intereſts, nay to do that which it moſt im- 
mediately and moſt colourably pretends to , the 
keeping them from want? And therefore he that will 
not run himſelf upon that ſad defeat of being diſap- 
pointed in his truſts; failed in his greateſt exigenti, 
muſt lock out ſor ſome firmer ground whereon to 
build. But alas ! our ſoil affords it not: all here be- 
low was long ſince pronouneed by one that wanted 
neither wiſdom nor experience, to be Vanity. Such 
mutations and viciſſitudes attend all ſublunary things, 
that he that attempts to erect any durable ſatisfaction 
on them, outdoes the folly of that abſurd architect 
Chriſt mentions, and builds not on the ſand, but v 
ter: and in this ſenſe the world is ſtill under a deluge 
not 8 much dry ground , as' where a dove may reſt 
x OO. | | 
15. We are then driven by way of neceſlary re- 
ſuge, to that which ſhould be our voluntary choice, 
to come home to the Ark to ſhelter out ſelves under his 
wings, where alone we may ſecurely reſt , and ac- 
cording to the advice which the Apoſtle ſubjoyns to 
theſe cautions , to truſt in the living God, And to do 
this amidſt all the ſeducements of Wealth, to ſee 
through | ahok; miſts which the fumes of Plency 
ralſe and/whilelt they enjoy the giſt. to confide onely 
2 i indiſpenſably the duty , and ſhould 


be the care of every one, to whom S. Paul directs this 


charge, All that are rich in thu world. 
16. And ſuch in the laſt place are to take notice of 
anothet branch of their obligation, and that is to 
uſe that advantage which their Wealth gives them, 
towards the exerciſe of Temperance : which indeed can 
never be known to be truly ſuch , but when there are 
opportunities and temprationsto the contrary. - He 
+. that hath nothing whereywith to maintain 4 Rig 

| caves 
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la ves it doubtful bach to others and himſelf, whether 
his Abſtinences be the effects of Poverty or Temper ; 
but he chat has all the fuel for Luxury, and yet per- 
mits it not to kindle, he approves his Sobriety to be 


indeed his choice, tot his fate. And this is a moſt 


excellent priviledge of Wealth: and though'tis to be 
doubted it ſcarce finds room in moſt of our Cata- 
logues, yet certainly ic merits a principal place,as be- 
ing much the greateſt of all thoſe, which reflect onely 
upon the perſon himſelf, This reſiſting of temptati- 
ons.is truly that Heroick courage worthy of choſe that 
tetend to Honour, fit to denominate a Gallant man. 
wiſh thoſe. who ſeek that reputation by many raſh 
and unwarantable Adventures, would here entertain 
their youthful ardours, this being a field where they 
may be aſſured never to want Combatants One 
while Gluttony preſents it ſelf , armed with the allure- 
ments of a full\and delicate table 5 and though one 
would think him but a deſpicable aſſailant, that has 
onely the Kitchin for his armory , yet experience 
ſhews us, thoſe edgeleſſe weapons may vie with the 
keeneſt for the mortalneſſe of their effects. At ano- 
ther time Drunkenneſſe ſends a Challenge by delicious 
Liquor, cheerful and diverting Company , and that 
not without menace of infamy to him, who ſhall own n 
ſo much religious cowardiſe, as to fear co hazard his 
ſobrietie in the encounter, Sometimes again Lu 
attaches him with the piercing darts, the killing elan- 
ces of a proſtitute Beauty. In the mean time Pride, 
che moſt {lie and treacherous of all the reſt, is perpe= 
tually laying ambuſhes for him in the adorations of 
his Flatterers, the vanitie of his Artire, and innumes 
rable kinds of Excefſes. And now what Knights 75 
rand would wiln , for more Encounters? Or why 
ſhould men range abroad to invite Quarrels, whileſt 
they tamely ſuffer ſuch 72 of enemies to bid then 
ö 3 ayly 
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da ance? I, they ſay, a AM among 
the — That be that bas once been baffled., « 
ever after an incompetent Challenger: I wiſh it might 
have this one ſober application, that men would 
ſuſpend all other Duels , till they have righted them- 
ſelves on their Vices, and by ſome fignal Conqueſts 
redeemed themſelves from that obloquie and defama- 
tion, which theſe mean, yet inſulting Adverſaries 
have expoled them to. | 

17. Having ſhewed what uſes are duly to be made 
of Wealth, let us now look back, and conſider whe- 
ther any of them be ordinarily diſcernible in Practice. 
And here we ſhall meet with one fort of men, who 
Rumble at the very threſhold, that fail in that firft 
part of dutie, on which all the reſt depend: I mean 
thoſe who by a ſupine negligence ſuffer their Eſtates to 
moulder and conſume inſenſibly, for want of an eaſie 
inſpection and overſight, Of ſuch as theſe former 
Ages have afforded inſtances, and doubtleſſe che pre- 
ſear alſo, though the number of the luxurious wafters 
do now ſo overwhelm them, that they are the leſs, diſe 
cernible. And though this ſeem to be the effect only 


of ſloth, yet certainly there are other concurrents to 


it, generally theſe two: firſt ſuch an ee of 
their wealth, that they think it ine xhauſtible; and ſe» 
condly an opinion that it is a mean and pleaſantly 
thing for a Gentleman to give himſelf the trouble of 
looking after his fortune. The motives ate too ridi- 
culous · to deſerve a confutation j but in the mean 
time it cannot but extoxt pitie, to ſee Families ruined by 
ſuch vain whimſies. And what tolerable account 
can ſuch a Parent give to his begger d Off. ſpring, to 
whom tis very likely he may propogate the pride and 
floth which made the meet managerie of an Eſtate 
too hard for him, and yet withal bequeaths chem the 
ſadder toil of. getting one ? Nay * what account 15 
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be give to God, from wh 
to ſeveral ends, if he thus at once defeat tbem all? 
was a Command to the Jews, that they ſbould noe 
cut down Fruit. trees, though it were for ſo neceſſary an 
ule as to advance 4 Siege, Deut. 20. 19. But this is the 
hewing down that Stock, from which ſo much good 
Pruit ſhould ſpring, and that without any pretence 
either of neceſſity or reaſon. 

18. Our next view will preſent us with another 
ſort of perſon , who as much trangreſſes the duty of 
contentedneſſe in both the parts of it. *Tis no pro- 
digie to ſee men, whom God hath afforded the por- 
tion of the rich , ſcarce to allow themſelves that of the 

r; fo letting their eye be evil even to themie lves, 
ecauſe Goas is good, The Egyptians were ſuch 75 
Reverers of thoſe Creatures which they warthipp'd, 
that he that violated them was in danger of ſtoning, 
Exod, 8. 26. So theſe men who have ſet up their 
Wealth for their God , pay. it ſo much veneration, 
that as they are impatient to have it invaded by 
others, ſo they are afraid to offer the leaſt violence to 
ic themſelves. They have inſhrined it to receivetheir 
adorations , and it is now become Sacriledge (in- 


* deed the only one they ſcruple) to debaſe it to the 


ſupplie of their neceffities, They are ſtrange auſter i- 
ties which the Votaries of this Deitie will endure, even 
beyond the mortifications of tne. moſt rigid Aſcetick. 
Their whole lives are a perpetual contradiction to all 
the appetites of Nature; yet alas! that infers here 
no compliance with thoſe of Grace, but as if they 
meant to ſet up a third partie in the world, they equally 
oppoſe theſe, And now he that thus oppreſſes him 
ſelf, no wonder if he do the like to others, if he ex- 
tort the utmoſt that either power or fraud can wring 
from any. And that this work may not be retarded, 
be is provided of variety of inſtruments for it. Some» 

| E 4 | times 


om he received it, in order 
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times Bribery muſt give him a legal colour to rob his 
neighbour. , Or if a Witneſſe prove a better penny- 
worth than the Judge, Subornation hall do the buſi- 
neſſe. Sometimes Extortion ſhall prey upon a needy 

- Creditor , and that not onely with the flower gnaw- 

ings of the Canker, but with the more ravenous de- 
vourings of the Vulture: Sometimes the Rack i 
brayght out, and a poor Tenant faſtned on it, an 
there ſo ſtrained and diſtorted, that he can never knit 
again to any competent ſubſiſtence. Sometiines 
again a poor neighbouring Prodigal (hall be ſpurred 

on to farther riot, fed with money, that ſo by a for- 
feited Mortgage he may ſeiſe on his Eſtate. In a word, 
*were endleſſe ro reckon up all the engines of rapine 
which this greedy invader hath in his magazine. 
And of ſuch a one I preſume every man will pro- 
nounce , that he notoriouſly violates the precept of 
Contentedneſſe. 
1g. But though this be the groſſeſt, yet is he not 
the onely Tranſgreſſour. There is alſo another more 
plauſible ſort, who though they do not thus ſeek to 
encreaſe their wealth at other mens coſts, yet do it 
too much at theit own: whoſe Brains are meer for- 
ges of Projects, perpetually hammering out ſome 
new Contrivance for gain, that continually travel 
in birth of ſome freſh improvement, ſuffer all the 
pangs and throws of a carking ſolicitude in purſuit of 
it. I know this piece of Covetouſneſſe hath better luck 
than the reſt, and paſſes for a creditable thing, under 
the ſpecious name of good husbandry.; bur ſure if it 
be chroughly.penetrated, it will appear no leſſe op- 
polite ro Contentment than the former. Nor can 
that guilt be invaded by thoſe that ſay, they ſeekto 
advance their Fortunes, not out of the Miſers deſign 
of hoarding up » but out of the more generous pur- 
poſe of liying more ſplendidly, For ſure he that co- 
| yets 
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yets moxe to ſpend , is as little contented in his porti- 
on; as he that covets more to lay up: he that - 
his Table too ſcanty, bis equipage too low, is as far 
from being ſatisfied , as he that thinks his land reg 
little, his bag too empty. So that Tis apparent theſe 
arrows come out of the (ame quiver , though chey bg 
(hot at ſeveral marks. 

20. And between both theſe motives of griping,no 
wonder if the Duty of 4lms-giving be crouded into a 
very narrow compaſſe. That excellent yertue of 
Charity has indeed much of the Image and impreſſe 
of Chriſt upon it: but the World has given ita fur- 
ther kind of conformity with him than he ever de- 
fign'd, its crucifixion between Covetouſneſſe and 
Luxury, being the counter part of his banging between 
the Thieves, There wants onely one member of the 

theſe Malefattors, which 
God knows our Seuldiers, nay many Armies of them 
have not been able to do. The many inſtances theſe 
times have giyen of the ſudden diſſipation of mens 
idolized heaps, have not yet ſo diſciplin'd the World- 
ling, as to perſwade him to lay up bis treaſure in heaven; 
And the loud calls of God to weeping and mourning 
and girding with ſackcloth, have moſt prepoſterouſly 
been ecchoed back with the louder noiſe of mens re- 
vellings, and wilde jollities. And then they who thus 
deſpiſe the judgements of God, are very unlikely to 
compaſſionate the miſeries of men, and 1 doubt there 
are many who thus anſwer the character of the un- 
juſt Judge, Lu. 18. that neither fear God nor regard man, 


, nay that far out- go him in inexorableneſle of temper. 


He was to be wrought upon by importunity; but ſo 
petrified aretheſe mens bowels, that no prayers nor 
tears can diſſolve them. Tis a much eaſier task ro. 
dig Metal out of its native Mine, then to fetch it out 
of che coyctous mans Coffer. The Earth, boy the | 
ide 
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hide, yer ards not her treaſure, xis acceſſible to 
the induſtry of any that will ſearch for it: but he like 
45 Argus ſt es Sue about his, _ N an 
alarm upon the remoteſt appearance of a poor ſup- 
pliant. With what faba does he eye any that he 
can but fancy to come upon that ungrateful errand, 
and then how many arts has he to prevent the aſſault? 
Or if by ſome extraordinary charm all his eyes have 
ſo ſlept at once, that he happen to be ſurpriſed, yet he 
has ſa many weapons of defence, that the affailanc 
ſhall gain little by it, but the ſhame of an open re- 
pulle, ring ſure to find him impregnable. As for the 
V oluptuery,he has ſo many expenſive luſts to ma inta in, 
that he has difficulty enough how to gratific all them 
in the diſtripution of his wealch : they are competi- 
tors to cach other , yet joyn to keep out that which 
would be a common one to them all. He that 
rudges not the wildeſt profuſions of his wealth, yet 
thinks an Alms will undo him. *Tis the grand buſi- 
neſſe af bis life to contr ive wayes of expenſe: yet 
when any object of charity preſents one, he becomes 
thrifty on the ſudden , like the Senſitive plant ſhrinks 
that touch, and that open hand of his clutches as 
1 as if ſome convulſion had contracted it. Thus 
totally have men forgot upon what terms their wealth 
was given them, and thereby like miſerable Chy- 
miſts, extract Poyſon out of Cordials, a Curſe out 
of a Bleſſing. Riches were deſigned by God to be 
ſubſeryient to that Compaſſion which he has im- 
planted in humane nature: but now they are become 
the means ol ſuppreſſing and eradicating it. Rich 
men look upon poor , as if they were creatures of 
another ſpecies, things wherein they were perfectly 
uncot Tis Strada's fancy, that there is ſuch a 
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mpathy raiſed between two Needles touched hy the ſame 
aten. „that perſons at the greateſt diſt ante nr. 9 
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theeonſen} of their motion maintain 6 erer. 


but however methinks dis matter of reproagh to us, 
that theſe inanimate creatures ſhould haye ſo much 
obſervable accord, as to give pretence fat ſuch a 
conjecture, whileſt men who haye ſo many un- 
doubted principles of union both from natute and 
grace, have quite extinguiſhed all effects of them. 
That too many have ſo, thete needs no other evidence 
then the many unſuccoar'd extremities of the Poor, 


ſhall not undertake for the truth of the r 


For how elle can it become poſſible, that one rank 


of men (ſhould gluttonize, and another ſtarve? That 
be that thinks ic death to endute either the want or 
moderation of a Meal, ſhould never conſider what 
are the gripings of the ſtill emptie ſtomack? That 
he ſhould without all regret ſee his own humane na- 
ture pining and languiſhing in the perſon of his poor 
brother, whileſt in himſelf tis oppreſt with the quite 
contrary exceſſes, and might be relieved in both by a 
more equal diſtribution ? 

And now who can ſufficiently deplore the wants 
of the Poor, ſhall I ſay, or rather the inhumanitie of 


the Rich! This ſurely is the ſadder ſpectacle of the 


two: the one onely ſuffers, the other (ins. And that 
ſuffering too may end in eternal refreſhment, whereas 
the other in endleſſe torment, Lazarus reſts in Abra. 
bams. boſome, when the uncharicable Glatton fries in 
perpetual flames, And oh that this were thtoughly 
weighed, that they would conſider that every degree 
of unmerciſulneſſe they ſhew to others, reverts with 
a rebounded force upon themlelves ! Alas, tis not ſo 
much the poor mans bodie, as their own ſouls , that 
ſue forgheir alms, And when ever they ſhut up their 
bowels of compaſſion from the one, what do they 
but Soezyigen Tapia, ſeal wp Gods ſtore-bouſes and 
trealuries from the other? When they deny the 


rum 
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crums from their table, they deny themſelves a drop of 


Water to cool their tongues, 

22, But I fear this of Illiberality may paſſe for a 
modetate crime in this Age, when ſo many are guilty 
of another ſo far tranſcending it. For do we not ſee 
divers, who in ſtead of abating their Exceſſes to re- 
lieve the poor . do maintain their Riot upon them? If 
the deſperate Debts of poor Tradeſmen were examin= 
ed, I doubt not this would appear a fad truth. Tis 
become ſo faſhionable a thing to run into Scores, and 
ſo unfaſhionable to pay them, that he is ſcarce 
chought well-bred, that has not bankrupted one at 
leaſt of each Trade he deals with. Their only care 
is to get credulous Merchants, who ſo long as they 
truſt ſtoutly (hall have fair words, but if once their 
faith fail, then, as if the Soliſidian doctrine had ſtretcht 
it ſelf into Traffick as well as Divinity, they are pro- 
nounced Reprobates, and as ſolicitouſly avoided ag 
the Separatiſt ſhuns a per ſon whom he is pleaſed co 
call carnal. Poſterns and obſcure paſſages are con- 
trived , oft! purpoſe to eſcape them; ſo that a poor 


Creditour muſt give many dayes, nay moneths at- 


tendances, before he can ſo ſurpriſe a Gentleman, as to 
come but to ask his o; and then the beſt return he 
uſually meets with, is ſome emptie promiſes to bribe 
a a delay. But ſome- times he fares much worſe, and 
as if twere a crime not to ſtarve ſilently, he is reviled 
and reproached, and harſh and contumelious lan- 
guage e his only payment. It has been receiv- 
ed as a Maxime, That we are all kinde to our own crea- 
fures: But this caſe ſhews tis no univerſal rule: for 
thoſe who thus make poor men, are of all others the 
moſt barbarous to them in their poverty. But let 
thoſe who thus ſhuffle off their reckonings with men, 
remember that there will come a day, when they fhall 
not be able to decline their accompt to God. = 
WI 
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ace. we (hal oe, 
t Ben Leae or ag in 
ſt meg to our Bibles to be ſatiſ- 
in- fied there was ever any ſuch e given there is ſo 


Tis lietle of it to be read in mens practices. Humility is = * | 


nd plant, that is carefully weeded out of all tich grounds 
rce accounted a mean degenerousqualicy, that li Trea» 
at ſon attaints ihe blood, and forfeits Nobilicy. Gentlemen, 
ite though they are for the moſt part very guililefle of the 
ey Phariſees, abſtinence, the foſting tice 4 2 bi do 2 
eir tranſcribe the worſe part of his COPY » ing 
he they are not Bke other men, and believe it a ea ui the 
o- owe their birch to do ſo. They have mounted 
as ¶ſelves a loſt, and ooking down from thole rack wap of 
to Honour, all below ſeem little and 4 
n- creeping things of the Earth, Werms and no Men, 
or am not ſo for confounding of Qualities, asto 6228 
t-, they ſhould chooſe their Intimates and us 
to out of the loweſt rank. I know Prudence a well as 
ne MW Pride has drawn a Partition- wall them 
de ( though perhaps the latter bas raiſed it to an unneceſ- 


d fſary height) but I wiſh it wighe be remembred , that 


d as the Precept of Net eating Bloud was 
for it (elf, but as an Hedge againſt Murder, ſo 115 
[= diſtance, which order recommends between the no 


and the mean, is 22 only as a fence againſt baſe 
rand ignoble practices, true — in de- 
e {piling not the Perſons, Dept but the vices of che vulgat. Net 

alas I the ſenſe is quite ch „ and r who 
Is look the moſt faſtidiouſly re he one. wi lem mix 


It | freelyawith the other; and while 
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ſordid beſtialities of the moſt abject of men. Nay, 
indeed this Lure does ſometimes make many of them 
deſcend even from their punRilioes,and thoſe who at 
another meeting muſt have lookt for no other treat- 
ment but what St. James deſcribes, Jam. 2. 3, Stand 
#hou there, or fit here under my foot - ſtool, (hall in the 
round: of good fellowſhip be equal with the beſt 
ſuch à Leveller is Debauchery, that it takes off all 
diſt inc ions. But in the mean time how great a ſhame 
is it, chat ſuch vicious motives ſhall have force enough 
fo make them thus degrade themſelves; when all the 
Engagements of Chriſtianicy are not able to do that 
which is much leſſe, to abate any thing of choſe tu- 
mourt, thoſe ſwelling eonceits of their own greatneſle, 
or ( in the P/almi/t's phraſe) to make them know 
#bemſelvesto be but men. SIDED 
24. Nor has the other branch of the caution any 
better facceſs among them. 'Tis in many of them too 
diſcernible, that they place that truſt in uncertain Riches, 
which they ſhould repoſe onely in the Ming Cod, fo 
making his Giſts his Rivals, and taiſingę him a Com - 
petitor even of his own Bounty. For this we need 
no other ways of probation, then onely to examine, 
whether it ie, that in any cafe of difficulty or diſtreſſe 
they make theit earlieſt and moſt importunate ad- 
dreſſes, for there we may conclude them to fix the 
eſt confidence. And 1 fear *ris too apparent, 
at Where wealth makes but any the (lighteſt pre- 
tences , promiſes the leaſt aid, though but remote, 
and at che ſecond hand, it has moſt of their applica- 
tions. Thus in caſe of Diſeaſe, they, whoſe plenty 
enables them for the coſtlier methods of cute, is not 
their firſt reſort thither > do not their Fees fly faſter 
then their Prayers ? and are they not much haſtier to 
invite the Phyſician, then the Divine? Nay, indeed 
che latter is ſcarce ever admitted , till ce Rewer avs 
: ore 


even from that which is the original of his ay 12, 


Advanagt vf Welt, 8 
— cyl 4. indication, * e theit 
rime hopes are built. So again many | 

Geet , the firſt Eſſay is whether Money Will ws 
Wound, He that is under the diſpleaſute of a apy” 
riour, ſeeks to appeaſe by Preſents, ot gy ons - 
Jhip of a Blaſtus, Ats 12; 20. to medlate for him. E 

that is brought before a Tribunal endea v ours with the 
ſame golden Engine to draw off his Proſecutor , td 
bend and incline his Judge. He whoſe Wealth makes 

him purſued as a defirable Prey, ex his ſafety 


and as iflike a Scorpion it alone could cute it dn 
tries whether a part will ſecure the whole. And in lg 


t 
mean time no attempt is made to call in God to their 
reſcue ; as if he were an idle unconcern'd ſpectator 


of humane affairs, or ſo inconſiderable an Ally, 18 
ng hit om cheir 

danger 

el 


not to be worth the care of engag) 

fide. Nay even in their laſt and dte . 
many ſezm not to quit their depetidenoe oh their 
Wealth ; ſome Teſt nentary Charities muſt by 0 
wonders for them, and paſſe for all thofe F Re 
pentante,which ſhould fecure them Row hs tb 
come. Even thoſe that have drunk the of thepoot, 
ſuffered the moſt of ic to incorporate into their | 
think by difgorgitig ſome ſmall part of ic (# 
perhaps lies crude, not yet fo digeſted ) in a Leyary, 
to eaſe their conſciences ; ſo adapting their Ri I 
ons to their Rapines, onely ia this one relpeR, that 
choſe 4s well as theſe are of another mags good ey 
never commencing till death hath difleized chem . 
all propriety , as if the iniguity of the Fathers wen 
this ſenſe to be viſited upon the Children. Thus bes 
Wills become their onely Paſs-port , to bee 
to Abrahams boſom, and by thus cajoling the pt 
parting , they cruſt to extinguiſh the clamours of all 
former oppreſſions, and in ſpight of W 
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Hope , that Riches ſball profit in the day of Wrath. le 


will not here be pertinent to inquire how many other 
objects of Truſt they have ,. which divert them from 
that one, to which the Apoſtle directs them. It may 
ſuffice in general to ſay , that none can be ſuppoſed 
indeed to #ruſt on the living God, but thoſe who by 
fincere piety qualifie themſelves for his protection; 
according to which meaſure tis to be feared many 
eyen of the faireſt pretenders will be excluded. 

25. If now we. proceed to the laſt part of the Rich 
mans Duty, the exerciſe of Temperance, we may with- 
out an Augur, divine the return of that Inqueſt. . For 
it having formerly appeared, that they turn that 
ſtream, which ſhould flow in-Charity, to make the 
fuller current for their Luxury, tis viſible they are far 
from defgning any ſelf-denial. But if that inference 
were not proof enough of it, they daily give us ocular 
demonſtrations : What ſtudious proviſions do they 
make for the fleſh to fulfill the luſts thereof? Rom. i 3.14. 
Nature affords not Meat delicate enough for their 
palats ; it muſt be adulterated with the coſtly mix« 
tutes of Art, before it can become Gentile nouriſhment, 
And in this they are arrived to ſuch a niceneſſe, that 
Cookery is becorhe a very myſterious Trade, the 
Kitchin has almoſt as many intricacies as the Schools. 
And the quantity of their Meat is nat leſſe extrava- 
gant then the kinde: One that did but examine their 

lis of Fare, would think the Dogs appetite were 
the epidemick Diſcaſe among them , it he did not 
cohfider they had eyes to be fed as. well as bellies. 
Nor will they be ſo Ulnuniform, as not to have their 
Drink bear a ſull proportian with their Meat: and 
*:were well if it did no more, that their Drinking had 
but thoſe ſet hours of their Meals, that ſo there might 
be at leaſt ſome intervals and pauſes in their De- 
bauches; whereas now many perſons allow ow: 

clyes 
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ſelves no longer intermiſſions then may juſt quali« 
fie them for a new exceſſe; recover their wits one® + 
ly ſo far, as may put them in capacity of lofing them 
again. i 

. But beſides theſe , there is another fort of provi- 
fron for the fleſh , of which they are no leſſe ſolicitous, 
which many buy-in at very dear rates. The 
embraces of a Wife ate as nauſeous to them, as Man- 
na to the Iſraelites. "Tis variety they hunt after, and 
ſo they might have the Turks Seraglio, they would not 
ſick to take his Mabometaniſm withall. Nay if that 
were as agteeable to theit reaſon to believe, as to their 
inclinations to imbrace, they would certainly reckon 
it a confiderable part of the prize, a that which to 
the preſent poſſeſſion ſuperadds a liberal reverfion of 
thoſe brutifh delights,and-would thinkthey had made 
a very commodious Bargain, to haveſ6exchanged 
the Chr iſtians preſent purity, and future Heaven. 
27% To all theſe exceſſes, that of their — does 
perfectly correſpond: ſo much coſt, ſo much buſineſſe 
goes to it; that one may almoſt as cheaply and eafity 
rig out a Ship, as ſet due Gentleman in his comple 
Equipage. How many Artificers go there to the 
piecirg him up! He that ſhould affige him onetg 
each Limb. would mucti contract the number, which 
is indect} ſo greaty that if it were cormpined', would 
be foul it conſtituted moſt of the Trides in a Com- 
niot- wealch: © A Rrange diſproportion;chat the little 

World ſhould fo much outvie the greater;and a lively 

Inftaceeic is of ther multiplying * vanity, 

that can improve Natures ſimple neeꝛſſity of coveri 

to ſuch an exorbitant exceſſe, and has nurſt up the fir 

Fig leaves to ſuch a lurutiant growth; that the Her- 

men Oaks, which Aeia tells ſuch wotiders of, are 

a kind of Pigmy- plant to them that this overſyread 

the World, and from e of Shame, are grown 

T_T two 
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to ſhadow and darken Reaſon it elf, 1o-treating a 

e Kn whileſt chey bide a Natural. 
| o all che reſt we may add their Sports and Res 
22 the expenſiveneſſe whereof is no way infe- 
riour to all abe former. Gaming, like a Quick-fand, 
ſwallows up 4 man in 4 moment; and hau many 
ſuch Wrecks be theſe lattet ages produced ? Halls, 
and Hound, and Horſes, & c. axe 12 flower de- 
vourers, yet as they are managed by ſome, tend much 
to the ſame end: ſo that me thinks ſuch men ſeem to 
make the ſame menace to _ Eſtates, which Goliab 
did to David, 1 Jam. 12 give thee to the fowls 
the [2k aud to the beaſts of 1 d. Such yaſt num; 
$0 dener haye, and joey with ſuch nice» 
— and cyriohy, as if they had a deſign to debauch 
— — „land infoR them with their lux xy. 
neyys in the literal ſenſe, to beve the Chile 
. reas .piven 30 Dog 6; and it Sue within a while 
beas — EST Children, but them- 
Ry want it. Fer Prodigality is of the natute of 
Viper, and ats our the-bowels of that Wealth 
9 ien and Acton fate was both Em- 

— nd Soryt Seu with ba Dogs. , 

229, We haye-ſoen w. much their rade 
ves fro heit Duty: e liicle eonſicler, 

| they-might not be happier if they were 
e eee their 
Eſtates is lure far from being ſucl : an / oppreſſiag -burr 
— {ame 8 it. For if it be 
moderate 


lade a ae — — 
1 
n ie! be ly of the: nature of 2 divettiſe- 
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= ck wich ſome 6f- thoſe ſparechburs 
——— becomes their Load , 
ey would ele he in pain and.probablyacnaſod 
e diſpoſe ol. And 4 ſee not Why it e 
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found ou. Tis « lending totbe Lord, Prov, 19. 17. 
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be full as, pleaſant atſthe inttanc, to talk of cheir owa 
affairs as of other » ( which yet are the uſual 
entercaimeat of thoſe that neglect their own; ) to 
take up Accompts at home, as Reckonings at the Tas 
vern : And I am ſure tis much more ſo in the con- 
ſequences of it, as much as Peace is above Diſcord 
and Tumult, Plenty above Indigence and Neceſſity. 

30. Next for Cuntentment, univerſal conſent ſu- 
—— labour of proving that a happineſſe, it 
eing unanimouſly accorded to be the Elixer a 
Quinteſſence of all that pretends to that title; to be 
to all theſe outward things, as the Saul is to the Bo- 
dy, that which animates and inſpirits them, with- 
out which they are but dead, yea noiſom carcaſes; 
er inſtead of enjoyments. This is the true 
Philaſopbers ſtane, that turns all it touches into Sold 
the poor man is Rich with it, and the Richeſt poor 
wWKAAR-K- Whoever therefore deſites to improve 
his Eſtate, let him begin his culture or husbandry 
upon his minde, plant there this Tree of Lite, the 
hade whercof will yield him 2 perpetual reſreſhment, 
*ewill make him always as Rich as he defires to he 
and he certainly knows not what he ask, that de- 

Mandy more. ank 
37. The next Duty, that of Liberality, may perhaps 
be thought not to have ſo amiable an aſpect; but it 
is — by thoſe who' look upon it through falſe 
Glaſſes: men generally conſider it ag a piece of fpiri- 
tual rapine, an Engine framed by Divines to force 
open their Coffers, and plunder them without a War- 
But if they would but turn che right. end of the Per- 
Mpectiye, could then have a quite contrary appears 
ance q they would diſcern that it is the means to mul» 
tiply, not diminiſh their ore, a more ble way 
uſury then any the greedieſt Extortioner hath ever 


who 
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who ſurely is the moſt (olvent Debtor any can deal 
with, and one who never makes ſcanty rewgburions. 
This I am confident might be atteſted evenfally true 
by all thoſe who have attempted to make the experi- 
ment. The only pre judice that can lie againſt their 
Teſtimony is the paucity of thoſe that have ſo at- 
tempted ( and. would to God men would conſpire to 
ſolve that objeQion ) for were all charitable perſons 
ſummon'd to give in their accompts, I doubt nor it 
would appear their bounty had enriched, not impo- 
veriſhed them, l am ſure I have met with feyeral 
remarkable inflances of it, but never yet with one to 
the contrary: and therefore if either reaſon ox preſi- 
dent may ha ve force, he that conſiders but rightly his 
own temporal Intereſt cannot but have appetite to 
this Duty, in teſpect of himſelf. And yet where 
there are any bowels , this is but a faint inducement 
compared with that which ariſes from the calamities 
of the perſons to be relieved. The wants of the Poor 
are loud and paſſionate Orators, ſuch as cannot miſſe 
to work upon any, on whom covetouſneſſe hath not 
firſt wrought the unhappy Metamorpboſis, of turning 
them into ſtone. And theſe having once con veyed 
into a mans minde a compaſſionate regret i himſelf 
groans under that preſſure, which he ſees cruſhing 
the other: and then what can be more pleaſant than 
by a ſeaſonable charity to eaſe both? None doubrs of 

the Receivers delight, but ſure that is ſhort of the 
Givers, by how much the jnteriour ſenſe is more ſub+ 
tile and acute then the exteriour. Would God thoſe 
who make it their Trade to hunt after pleaſutes, would 
try but this" One piece of Epicuriſme, ahd then I 


doubt not; they would acknowledge that all meat is 


infipid , compared with that ,-which they eat with 
the poor mans mouth; the moſt ſplendid apparel ſor- 
did and inglorious, in reſpect of that they wear * 
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Advantage of Wealth, : 69. 
his back; and all pleaſures and recreations joyleſſe 
and uneaſie, ballanced with thoſe tranſcendent de- 
lights which attend the exerciſe of Chriſtian libera- 
ity- | | 
32. Nor have they in the next place any reaſon to 
ſulpect the Apolile treacherous to their preſent 
intereſt , when he ſeeks to diſpoil them of that either 
Pride, or confidence, which their Riches are apt ta 
create. For the former tis certain all haughty per- 
ſons may very properly interrogate themſelves in that 
form, we finde Va. 5. 8. What bath pride 4 9 KS, 
or What good bath Riches with our vaunting brought us? It 
would ſurely puzzle the moſt experienced man to 
define what there is in Pride , that can afford any 
felicity» The utmoſt chat can be pretended is, that 
it is a lively cheartul thing to have good thoughts cf 
ones (elf : but he that can in earneſt make this plea 
for pride, does in Juſtice owe as fair an encqmium to 
Bedlam : for according to this meaſure that contains 
the happieſt people, there being thoſe that are the 
highly rapt in the opinion of their own excel- 
lencies. Yet ſure we ſhould judge him in good 
Election for the place, that ſhould look upon it with 
appetite. But admit this might indeed paſſe for a 
pleaſure, yet it is the parent of a far greater uneaſineſſe, 
and like a carcaſſe breeds a worm that devours it ſelf. 
For he that looks on himſelf with ſuch reverence, 
exacts that all others ſhould do ſo too, and when he 
fails in that aim ( as none ſo frequently does, as the 
proud) what diſquiets and impatiencies is he under! 
ſuch as infinitely overwhelm all the pleaſure of his 
vain complacencies. A little diſceſpeRt from Mor- 

decai is able to evacuate all Haman's proſperity. Su 
a Cheat and Impoſtour is Pride, that whileſt it pre- 
tends to exalc , irdebaſes j whileſt it elevates a man 
above others, it really 10 jects him to them, pars | 
/ | Hh | | 
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him in their power to torment and cruciate; and 


whileſt it makes ſhew of advancing , cis but in the 
ſame manner that the Rack extends the ſtature by 


diſlocating the Joynts. And then I hope "twill be no 


unfriendly officero perſwade men, to keep thetnſelves 
from that Engine of pain, or to recommend to them 
ſuch an humilitie of minde , as may preſerve them in 
that ſecurity and compoſednefle; which is fſundamen- 
tally neceſſary to all true happineſſe. 
33. The very ſame judgement is to be made of the 
other Branch of the Caution, the nat truſting in uncer- 
fain Riches, but in the living God: which is moſt vi- 
ſibly every mans preſent concernment. He chat can 
entertain a doubt of ir, let him but fall into the hands 
of ſome treacherous or but impotent perſon, that ſhall 
in ſome important affairs betray his truſt , or deceive 
his hopes, and then let him tell me whetber it be not 
a mans immediate and moſt preſſing Intereſt, to build 
his confidences or the Rock, not on the Sand. No- 
thing but the amazing exigencies of a finking man 
can excuſe the folly of catching at Reeds; but he that 
ſhould deliberately elect ſuch Supporters, would be 
thought as mad, as he is ſure to be miſerable. © Yet 
this is but the faint and imperfe&t Emblem of him 
who reſts upon his Wealth: whereas on the other 
fide, he that ſhelters himſelf under the ſhadow of the 
Almighty . is poſſeſt of a moſt inexpugnable Fortreſs. 
For how can he fail of ſecurity that has Omnipotency 
or his Guard, or be deluded in his cruſts ,' that de- 


pends on Truth it felf > Let thefe fo diſtant Rates be 
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campared', and then ſure I ſhall not need to antici- 
pate any mans judgement, but may leave him to pro- 
nounce oh which fide his intereſt as well as Duty lies 
in this particular. be 

34 Laftly , Temperance alfo puts in her claim to 


i Flea ure, which] preſume thoſe will be ſure to fefſt 
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hd place that wholly un the ſatisfaction of the len- 
ſual appetite. Vet I believe one might take even 
theſe men in ſuch a ſeaſon. hen theꝝ ſhould be forced 
to give up their verdict for it. Come to the Glatton 
when he is labour ing under the load of an over- 
charged Romach ; to the Druukard when Vis morn- 
ings quahn is revenging on him his laſt nights de- 
bauch; to the luft ful perſon, when the torment of hit 
bones admoniſii him of the fins of his fleſh : and then 
ask them whether Temp erante be not more pleaſant 
then its contrary, I can ſcarce think the Devil hay 
aliy ſuch ſtout Confeffors, but will then betray his 
cauſe, But this virtue is in it ſelf too amiable to need 
any of theſe Foils to illuftrare it; the pleaſure of ſub- 
duing a Luſt, of deny ing an Appetite » is not onely 
nobler, but greater then any is to be had in the moſt 
tranſporting moment of ſatisfying chem. Every man 
will call him a Brute, that when an Enemy is in the 
Field loſes the opportunity of a glorious Victory, and 
expoſes himſelt to certain Captivity, rather then for- 
fake his Liquor, or «her ſordid pleaſure. And this 
is juſt the deciſion ofthe preſent caſe ; Our Luſts are 
our mortalleſt Enemies, and every time they aſſault 
us, tis in our choice either by reſiſting them to ga in 
a ſignal Conqueſt, or elſe by ſtooping to thoſe deſpi- 
cable Cares they hold out to us, to be vanquiſhed by 
them. He that chuſes the laſt, if he have any ſha- 
dow of pleaſure, tis onely that of a Beaſt, (like an 
Horſe, vvho though he hath indeed the ſatis faction 
of receiving Meat, yet he alſo takes the Bridle , yea 
the Whip too from the ſame hand) Tis the former. 
onely, that is the pleaſure of a man, which I ſuppoſe 
ſufficient to evince to which the difference belongs. 
For ſure none can think God hath been ſo unkinde to 
his own Image in humane nature, as in the diſpenſa- 
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And therefore in this particular as well as che reft we 

may conclude, that he is not onely the moſt pious but 

the mol happy perſon , that makes the right uſes of 
18 calth. 


SECT. VI. 
Of the third Advantage, that of Time, 


I, Et us now proceed to the third advantage 
| 1 that of Time: which though men do oſten 
ſo induſtriouſly waſte, as if it were rather 

2 burden then an advantage, yet the differing eſti- 
mates they make of it, when it is near expiring, the 
paſſionate Death-bed wiſhes of a fewdays reprieve, 
witneſſe chat it has a real value. For were it an em- 
pty uſeleſſe thing, it would not then begin to appear 
conſiderable, when all other vanities grow in con- 
tempt with us. The unhappineſſe of it is, that men 
learn to prize it; as they do moſt other good things, ta- 
ther by the want then the enjoying, buy the skill of 
trading with the loſſe of the Talent, which ſhould 
maintain the Traffick, and then only come to account 
it a treaſure, when they can no longer diſpoſe it to any 
benefit; and that diſpoſing alone is it that can render 


it truly valuable. It is therefore a moſt neceſſary pro- 


vidence to learn this art of improvement, this piece 
of ſpiritual husbandry , without which a mans elf 
becomes that accurſed ſoil, the Apoſtle mentions, 
Heb. 6. 8. Whoſe end is to be burned. Let us therefore 
a while examine what are thoſe Imployments of our 
Time, which may render it moſt fertile to out preſent 
comfort, and future account. 2 gin 5h 
1. Every man ſays (though perhaps fe conſider) 
that our time here 15 but a Prologue to Eternity elſewhere, 
and that the condition of that Eternity, whether hap- 
py or miſerable, depends upon the well ng 
ol this time · That therefore and that only can be - 
| 1 _ rigne 
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right manager y of it, which tends to make our future 
ate as happy, as it is ſureto be laſting. Tothis ' 
rpoſe God hath chalked us out ſome great lines of 
Dow, from whence ſo many lefler do ariſe, as will, 
if we will permit them, twiſt and wynde chemlelves 
with every hour of our lives. And though theſe Du- 
ties are in the kind of them obligatory to all conditi- 
ge ons of men, yet frequenter Acts of them are expected 
en Þ fromthoſe , whole qualities and fortunes give them 
er more vacancy from ſecular toyls. 
li- 3. For certainly it is not to be fancied, that God | 
he who has. put an aRive Principle into our nature, . 
e, | ſhould iaduftriouſly provide for the ſuppreſſing its 
n- operations in any, devote ſuch a Select number of 
ar men, as an Hecatomb to be offered up to ldleneſs, And 
1- yet much leſſe can it be thought, that he ſhould ſo pro- 
n mote that Iniquity, which he profeſſes to hate, as to 
1 deſigu them to the purſuits of that, Manumit them from 
＋ labour, to leave them freer for vice. And if neither of 
theſe can be ſuppoſed, if their leiſure were not indulg- 
ed them either that they might do nothing, or do ill, 
there remains only a third end imaginable, and that is 
the doing good ; (for as for Sports and Paſtimes, the 
beſt of them come ſo near to Idleneſs, and the worſt of 
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4. And firſt thoſe of Piety towards God, juſtly 
challenge a gteat (hare of their Time, For whereas 
God may ſeem to have limited and confined the poor 
N man 


„ 


The Geſntlemam s Calling. 

mans zeal, by that rule of preferring mere) to them 
ſelves before facrifice to him; he does by exempring the 
rich from thoſe necefficies tacitly require their devotion 
to ſwell: up to ſome proportion with his bounty to 
them, who being freed from thoſe weights wheres 
with others are clogged and incumbred, even natute 
je ſelf ſupgeſts the expeAation of their ſoating higher; 
He has put them at a diſtance from the meaner eareg 
and ſollicitudes of life, as if he were jealous thoſé 
might prove his rivals, and keep them from growing 
into a cloſer intimacy with himſelf. And ſhall this 
defrgn of his love be defeated ? And when he has thus 
ſecured himſelf from one fore of Competitour, hall 
more and bafer be ſought out, every the triflingeſt and 
vileſt Entertainment be courted to come and ſupplant 


him? This were indeed to anſwer that odious cha- 


ftacter of the Adultereſi, Ezk. 16. 34. which was not 

ſolicited, but did ſolicit. And thoſe that can make 
ſuch unworthy and provoking returns to ſo endearing 
à kindneſſe, evince themſelves deſtitute not only of 
grace, hut of all degrees of common good nature. For 
when he ſo projects for their familiarity and con- 
yerſe, what can be more inhumane and ingrate, than 
thus ſcornfully to decline it? Yer under this charge 
all choſe will certainly fall, who do not imploy ( nay 
devote) every day ſome conſiderable part of this their 
vacant time to the kteping up their intercourſe with 
God, by Reading, Prayer and Meditation. 

5. In the next place, Themſelves put in for a part. 
Bur here I mean not choſe brutiſh ſenſual ſelves, which 
have iu many (like PHarabo's lean kine ) devoured the 
nobler and more excellent; bur it is the more divine 
and ſublimated part of them, on which their time is to 
be laid out. And here they can neyer want buſineſſe, 
chat being in ſeyeral reſpects a very proper ob 
their diligence. For firſt, their Ander ſtandings, — 
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dear and vigorous ſocver, attain not their height ar 
once, are not like Adam created ina ſtate oſ maturiry 
and perfection, but like his degraded poſterity make 
gradual motions towards it, advance by ſeveral Reps 
and degrees of proficiency ; nor can we in this fie 
aſcend to ſuch a Non ultra, as exchudes # poſſibility of 
growth. So that no advantage of Education'can ſa» 
perſede the uſe of After-induftry, that being fill able 
to make farther improvements, bring in new acceſs 
ons to their knowledge, And this is ſo inviting an 
entertainment, as may very reaſonably expect their 
companies ſome hours of the day in their Studies. 
6. But though this be a conſiderable, yet is it not 
the weightieſt part of that care they owe themſelves, 
For as the Soul confider'd in its Intelke#,-may thus be- 
come their Pupil, ſo in its Morals it has oſten need to 
be their Patient. For though in its original Conſti- 


tution it was perfectly pure and healthy, yet by inba - 
biting in this Peſthouſe the Fleſh, it hath contracted 


much of its contagion; and by how much the more 
delicate and refined its compoſition is, ſo much the 
more mortal are the diſeaſes to which it is ſubject. It 
will therefore require a cloſe and wary attendance. 
A Phyſician that has a nice and tender Patient, muſt 
be very aſſiduous in his care, obſervant of all ſymp- 
roms, watchful againſt all accidents. And ſo certain- 
ly ſhould men be here; they ſhould make daily ob- 
ſervations how their ghoſtly ſtrength increaſes or de- 
cayes, what Humour moſt predominates , whether 
Choler boil up into rage, Phelgm freez into floth ; 
whether the Sanguineneſs of their temper make them 
luſtful, or the Melancholy tevengeful, and accordingly 
apply their ſpiritual Purgatives, the Baths, or the Pa- 
leſtra, preſcribe rules of Diet and Exerciſe, And 
doubtleſſe whoever makes theſe daily ſtrict inſpecti- 
ons intp himſelf, will by the ineftimable beneſie be te- 
* lves 
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ceives from it, be taught how great a bling his time 
* and how much a greater to have grace thus to im- 
7. But though a Mans. ſelf be a Province wide 
enough to take up a good part of his time, yet muſt 
he not ſo ingrols it, as to defraud his Neighbour, who 
has alſo a right toſhare in it. God having made man 
after his own Image, has (as part of that) ſtamped 
upon him the Bounty and Communicativeneſs of his 
nature: and therefore when we live wholly to our 
ſelves, we raſe and deface that Impreſſe. And when 
tis remembred that the heinouſneſſe even of Murder is 
by God pronounced to ariſe from the Violation of his 
Image, Gen. 9. 6. parity of reaſon muſt conclude this 
no light guilt. Nor is it only our Goods we are to 
impart (for that were a very partial Tranſcript of 
that Bounty we are to imitate, which gives us ſo 
much beſides ) but in general whatever other Ability 
we have by which our neighbour may receive ad- 
vantage: and ſo a man has as many employments of 
his time, as he either finds or can make opportunities 
of doing good to others. I ſay make; for lure ſince 
God hath conſtituted Love to our neighbour one of 
the fundamental laws to Mankind, we are not to look 
upon it only as an accident or caſualty., but as a 
main and deliberate buſineſſe of our lives; not refer 
it wholly to chance whether ever we ſhall do an act 
of this kind, or no, but induſtriouſly ſeek out and im- 
prove occaſions. Thus we find the liberalicy of our 
Bleſſed Lord repreſented to us inthe parable of the 
great Supper, Luke 14. 16. where there was not only 
liberal proviſions made for ſuch as would come in, 
but impottunity uſed to dra them, particular invi- 
tations made to the poor and the maimed, the halt and 
the blind; and when that brought not in gueſts 
enough, the High -Wayes and Hedges w f 
; acxeds 
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facked, and a general Prefle, as it were, made of men, 
to receive not the Earneſt-pennie of Death, (which is 
uſually the ſignification of our Preſſe- money) but the 
Antepaſt of eternal life, Oh that all choſe who pre- 
tend to greatneſſe of mind, would copie out this mu- 
nificence, that they would prevent mens defires , and 
invite them to come and be obliged by them. For 
want of this, many occafions of doing benefits are 
loſt; the modeſty of ſome, perhaps the pride of others; 
averts them from requeſting thoſe aſſiſtances they 
moſt need. It were therefore the nobleſt Rudy's 
Gentleman could entertain himſelf with, to ſearch the 
various wants of thoſe within his ſphere. But then 
he' muſt be ſure to do it with a candid deſign, the 
more opportunely to apply himſelf to their aid: he 
muſt not creacherouſly inquire, who wants knows 
ledge; to deride, but inſttuct them; not hunt out a de- 
bauched perſon, to make him his Companion, bur 
his Convert; not find out quarrels to foment, but com- 
pole them; in a word, not pry into other mens con- 
ceruments, lie a buſie- body, but a friend: not to com-. 
ply with his own cur ioſity, but their need. And no 
he that pays a juſt Tribute of his Time to theſe three 
grand Duties, will (when che other dues to Nature, 
temporal affairs, and neceſſary civilities are deducted 
not have much to ſaerifice either to Idleneſſe or Vice, 
but wil rather think he wants Time then buſineſſe. 
8. But alas, the full leiſure they generally find for 
the direct contrary employments, witneſſes too irte - 
fragably that they are not thus talen up. It is 
indeed, we find God-often in cheit mouths, but it i 
rather m Oaths, then Prayers; as if they meant then 
Er ſhodid be the only teſtimony that th 
ieved a Deity. How many ate thete 


Votat ies to Bacchus, that their 2 
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part, of Marius Law, Dan. 6.7.chat of asking no Petiti.. 
ef God, only herein out- vying him. chat their is 
for an indefinite, not limite time who reckon laying 
of Prayers among thoſe pedantick tasks of their child- 
hoad, which expire with the Rod and Ferula, and can 
neuer think fit to debaſe their more manly ſtate to it, 
unleſſe perhaps a reſtleſſe night may force them to 
call it in to ſupply the place of a more uſual and plea- 
Anadyne. Whether this be not the pitch of ma- 

ay Gemlemen Devotion, I appeal to any that obſerves. 
their practice. 

9. Nor have they much more to do in the Library, 

then the Oratory, umleſſe it be ſtored with Romances 5 

r fort of reading is as formidable to them, as 


any :deeper 
the Mines or Galleys; nor do they without wonder 


Iaale at thoſe who can voluntarily fer themſelves to 
nig at thoſe Oats. But Divinity is beyond. all others 
under prejudice with them decried not only as a 
ecabbed, but ungentile Rudy ; ſo that upon pain of re- 
ptaach, none are to Kno mpre of it, then may juſt 
qualifie chem to deride it; or read the Bible tp any 
ether pur paſe then to enable them to blaſyheme God 
in his den ile: If theſe men may be laid atall to 
nverſe wich God, it is in the {lame mannęg. has che 
Yikes did ib · our Saviour. with the inſidious de- 
fi int hem i bis tall, Math, 22. And ſure 
the mbc the is thus ſpent, che worſeQ. 

- 00Progtmionably e this they acquitthemſelves 
efche otber pate H hU Dixy ; chat Time which cbey 
Gould beſtom either in preventing or curiag their 
Ppicitual Maladlies they lay out wholly — | 
 ev:increafogthim.. They havt made 2 malt! 
Bagur with the fleſh, and like, faithſul Confederates 
omit norndeavour to ſttengthen its Party, to 
ply it wich feſh forces, the cxpence of, 1 
10 
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way ismatiaged wholly in order to 54 end. Thus 
that they may be ſure to keep cheir 
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moderate bounds, it is but a juſt debt to himſelf, and 
cannot fall under any ill character: but that which 
is reprehenfible in this matter, is the exceſſe and inor- 
dinacy of it, the making that a buſineſſe, which 
(hould be but a diverſion. And this we ſee too uſual 
with many, who abſurdly ſtretch this priviledge of 
their Gentility, even till it break; purſue their ſports of 
Hawking and Hunting, &s. fo vehemently and aſſi- 
duouſly, chat ere they are aware, they adopt theſe 
their Calling; never conſider ing that a Faulconer or 
Huntſman' is indeed as mean a Vocation, as thoſe 
they moſt deſpiſe. Bur whatever other paſtimes of 
this natureany man ſuffers to uſurp his time, he does 
in it extreamly reproach himſelf, tacitely confeſſes, 
that he is unfic for generous and manly imployments, 
and calls himſelf Child, while he thus trifles and 
plays away his dayes. { 

12. know not whether I may rank the great and 
deep Gumeſters in this File 3 for though the nature of 
their imployment belong to it, yer there are ſuch con- 
ſiderable rytnous effects of it, as ſeem to place it in the 
— 9. — ſerious Ills. And indeed, though 

Juſtom bath called it Play, yet che many anxious 
fears nd unea ſie Commotions which uſually attend 
it, evince the great impropriety of the Title, and 
would wote reaſonablyhave given it a nome of the 
direct coſtrary importaner . But as feigned names 
are eom̃ only an art of zoncealing petſons, ſo this 
Trade aſſüimes the ſtile of Divertiempnt ibdeed to 
diſgulſe its true otigihaſ, which-undoubredly'is Cove- 
touſueſſe. For what irfraginable cauſe can there be 
- affigned,'befides'the'defireof Winning, thar ſhould 

— venture hat they are ſo and lüig to loſe? 
Iris certsin; he that phys for a Peece hasas much of 
the divertive part, as he that ſtakes a thouſand : znd 
weit char all were deſignech men need not, and rk 
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ene o protulely overbuy what offers it 
ſelf at ſo much 4 cheaper rate. I know this is a mo- 
tive' men think too ſordid to own, but would God 
they would once learn ( in this better ſenſe) to revere 
them(ſthves as well as others, and deſpiſe to be prevails 
ed on by what they are aſhamed to avow. Bur the 
event ordinarily ſpeaks it as great a Folly, as Mean- 
nefſe; of which there are too many ſad inſtances in 
the ſhipwrackt Fortunes of theſe Adventurets. And 
indeed there is nothing wonderful iti it, but that men 
will be ſo mad as'to tun the hazard. For that be- 
ing ſuppoſed, it is not at all ſttange to ſee them fink 
under it. For a man lias here to deał not with chance 
alotie ( which yet were but a tickle bottom to imbark 
in) but with ſuch combinations of deceir, that even 
good Fortune it ſelf will not ſecure him: fo that he 
that has not learnt to plough with the ſame Heifer, is 
like to make but ſad Hugbandrie of it. And even thoſe 
that have, if they ha ppen to get ſome ſe good Crops, 
yet they quite wear but the ſoil wich chem; forfeit that 
Repuration with all conſidering men, which ſhould 
let them in to farther opportunities, and leave them = 
ſelves to live not ſo much upon their own Wits, as 
other mens Follies. It is true indeed, chat hath in cheſe 
latter days proved a pretty large Common to graze on, 
and ſome have ſeemed to thrive well upon it; but ge- 
nexally ſuch Cattle meet at laſt with z pitching Win- 
ter, Which leaves thern as bare and meagte, as ever. 
Im wort, Cheating Has uſually a refleted efficacy, 
arid deceives none more then thoſe that uſe it: yet 
ſuch a ſtroak hath it uo got in Gaming that in moſt: 


Companies it leaves men only this miſẽtable choice, + 
e will be active or paſſive in it. Which 

nxs ſhould be enough to awake men, as i ꝛ ͤ 
rannies ufe to do, to vindicate their Liber- 


reduce Gaming from this exorbitancy to its 
f G Pri- 
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82 The enen a Cling, 
Primitive uſe, make it ceale Og 8 
come a Recreation; a ae 
ſuch limits, chat it may not wn Anu. on Ours 
which (bould be deſtined to gre te. COncernments, 
But as it is between this and the reſt, either Im plc 
nences or Vices, all their ripe is o pte · ing 
fore · ſtalled, that their moſt important intere 
forlorn and neglected; ai have as little 1 5 9 

will co conſider the poor Soul, or ſenace tro.remember 
that they carry any ſuch trifle | 
_ 13. And now they N get God and them» 
ſelves, no wonder if they afford fiele conſideration 
to their brethren. D will e of uch an 
ee e body e mmetry, 
by making this part 1 portionable : "as ; 
and therefore they either 1510 0 nqͥ part of their 25 to 

others, or do it to ſuch invexi er * „ 28 
makes the rern worle then robbery. I 8 

W lis on qthers, not gut of any purpg 
kindneſſe, but either to wie D own time, or 
to make obſeryations » what they can ſp Nike 

roentertain their laughter. 75 myſtery the Londuin vi- 

a 


ſitants are generally well re who have put his 
huſineſſe = Gnce into a ſet! ale courle ; ſo 122 the 


diſcoveries of one Viſit ſets them in a ſtock of 

ig, backhiting diſcourſe for che next, and fo ſucceſ· 
ſively 44 So again . many 2 8 | 
ſelves Gentlemen , much to the 1 of 115 , 


if chey-can finde out à Jo Ying Ye 


and n by. Ya 
they in atte im? wa "a — 
8 does hy ol of a Junk „ till they: 


e 1! 4 at Pla e bim in 
2910 


ciſhip , or perhaps betray him ; 
* equal Fd ny: 5 if they heax But of a 1 On 


man, what contrivances, what deſigns do they Fa 
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then ro at — LM it a buf» 

yes „s. eden 28 4 rade tochei ents 
7 ach game? And — > nw 

their Time, of 


4 227 office,,yould borrow 


fy == ut ſome few Nen, they afe then ſuch 
ek buſie s, they can by no means afford it. A 
EL Nabub bl ant and churliſh r 12 al,or a beſt a Felix's put 
xer | off $9.4 convenient ſeaſon ate the uſual teturns to ſuch 
„ motijons. But to anticipate the Propoſal, to go in 
m- | queſt of ſuch opportunities, looks with them like a 
on pieca of {({vight-erragntyy; has — lietle ol their practice, 
an that it (care eſcapes their ſcorn. - 
7 14. And now what a beavy Bill of Iadictment is 
t ; bk goes to be brought in agzinſt chem, when 
their Souls, an wo Neighbours ſhall all joyn 
14 O chat they would ſeaſonably con- 
1 fer hy on ſadly * they 21e cd it » and that 
1 which will inevitably follow. it; that 
or ſo they gh according to Chrifts counſel; Ma. 3. 3s; 
us agree eſe adver{erics While they, ars in ihe way, and 
by yaelding to each of them for the future a juſt por- 
Par ian ol. cheir Time , c οðnd the buſineſſe, flop the 
roceſſe againſt therm. That they would remember, 
ys * ner pro 


— this of their Tune is 
eren h as is moſt impoſſible to re 
and yet that herein they ate of all others the 
— concerned. And this they-wauld certainly 
be convinced of, if their Aerie fancies could but ſo 
condenſa into Eanhs/ as to bring thetp into any ac+ _ 
any oper with theit beds of duſt ;i give them ſome 
oretaſie of their dying terrors: far:ler them but (adly 
nk what they would then give ſor ſome few of 
thaſe da yes they no ſtudy to N and they 
Ran chuſe but infer the ab being better 


ds. We read in Scripture dt the Demoniacks 
G2 dwelling 
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84 The Gentlemat's Calling) _ 
dwelling among the Tombs : but the Devil has oe 


changed that habitation ; for thoſe om he no. 


— he permits not to converſe at all there, as 
owing it is the propeteſt preparative to hig diſ- 
poſſeſſion. And doubtleſſe, it would be che moſt 
powerful Fxorciſme, as of all others, ſo of this Evil 
ſpiric ( this fileching Devil; that thus Reals from men 
their precious hours ) often to deſcend into the Vault 
or Charnel- houſe, and by ſerious conſideratiou how 
ſhort their Time is # to inforce upon themſelves a care 
oft redeeming ig.. pre; ai 

I5. Nor need they fear, that to redeem their Time, 
they muſt ſell their Pleaſures, give up themſelves to a 
joyleſſe ſtate of life. For though it is true they muſt 
reſign their counterfeit, they (hall have real Delights 
in exchange: they muſt part with their Glaſſe, but 
ſhall have Gold in ſtead of it. And as none but a 
rude Indian vy ill repine at that bargain in the Lieral, 
ſo none but a riider Chriſtian can diflike it in the Mo- 
ral ſenſe, For in the firſt place, he that impſoys his 
time in converſing with God, is not onely more ho- 
nourably and more profitably, but alſo more plea- 
ſantly buſied then he can poſſibly be any other way. 
We all fay » That God is the cemtre of felicity: but he 
gives himſelf che lie, that does not withall comfeſſe, 
that the cloſet acqua intance we have with him, the 
nearer approach we make to ha ppineſſe. For Who 
ever believed che dun to be the Fountain of heat, and 
yet feared to freez by drawing neat its Rays? "Indeed 
none but che do un- right Atheiſt can with any toler= 
able Logick'; diſpute: the pleaſautneſſe of this Duty. 
For can any: whoſe Faith nas ſet. up a Cod ſuffer 
their fancies: ro-drefle him like a Fiend ? put oũ him 
ſuch unlovely-ſhapes, as may beget averſion, de- 


ter them from approaching to him? Canthey call 
him a Deity, ta hom they will not attribute fo much 
| as 
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_ {doantage. of Time, 85 
as they will to every ingenuous man, the honour of 
being good Company ? This is to be not onely pro- 
phane , bur abſurd. -. And if there be any of ſo ſhort 
Diſcdurle, I fuppoſe him uncapable of conviction by 
Argument: the common Proverb hath aſſigned him 
bis Teacher, viz. Experjente, Let him by frequent, 
yet tevetent Addrefles to God, grow into ſome tami- 
liarity-with him. bring himſelf within diſtance of re- 
ceiving his nee ufluences, and then he will diſ- 
coyer how very unkind he hath been to himſelf in 
thus long holding off. In humane Converſations we 
uſe not to finde the guſt and reliſh of them, till we 
atrive to ſome degree of freedom: they that converſe 
as rangers, are under. conſtraints and unea ſineſſe. 
And. certainly the main cauſe of that diſguſt men 
have to chis Spiritual entercourſe, is their unac- 
cuſtomedneſſe to it. They addreſſe to God perfectly 
as ſtrangers, now and then pay him a flight Viſit, as 
it were by way of formality and complement; and 
chen no wonder if it be neither ſatisfactory to God 
nor themſelves. But then 'tis ſure great injuſtice to 
defame that as unpleaſant , which becomes ſo onely 
by their own ill managery ; co ſay there is no water 
in the Well; only becauſe they neglect to provide a 
Bucket for the drawing ot it up. 

16. In the next place *tis ſure, their Souls mean 
them no malice, in exacting part of their Time. For 
firſt, what they beſtow in improving and exalting 
their Z#nderftandings, does not only bring them in vaſt 
advantages in the end, but affords them alſo very fair 
accommodations by the way. Learning yields ſuch 
variety of agreeable enterta inments, that like the 
Manna in the Wiluerneſſe it adapts it ſelf to every mans 
tafte , he that likes not one fort may fic himſelf with 
another; and ſure he muſt have a ſtrangely vitiated 
palate z to whom none of them will reliſh. I can 
G 3 - - ſcarce 
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ſcarce think Natüite has. pre iced any t ut) | 
Remper'd 3 but men rake up. general and anplicice 
prejudices , and will look on Books in no other no- 
tion but as Taskmaſters , whereas if they wo but 
conſider them as Companions ,. they could not miſſe 
of one kind ot cher, to find a pleaſant conyerſation 
among them. 14 e 

17. As for that portion of their Time which js ſyenc 
in attendance on the yet more ſpiritual part of them, 
tis rather a gift then a robbery, to help them to ſuch 
a way of expence. Ingenuous men think it à prize 
when they meet an opportunity to reſcue from the 
ſullage of time any thing that carries the Ramp of an- 
tient worth and Nobility. But this.is a piece of the 
greaceſt Antiquity , of the nobleſt ,, yea divineſt Im- 
preſſe. How can mens hours be better laid out, then 
in reſtoring it co its primitive luſtre,in wiping off chat 
foil wherewith the ſteam of Bolli e ob- 
ſcur'd ic , and by disburdening it of thoſe Toads of 
noxious hiimors under which it labour, like good 
Phyſiciabs recover it from a Janguiſhing, infirm, to 
a vigorous athletique habit? And ſure the ſatisfacti- 
on of this muſt far exceed all other entextaia ments. 
Indeed that which is uſually taken up inſtead of it, 
can with no juſtice pretend to auy tolerable compla · 
cencie. No man envies bis felicity, but contemns 
his ſordid and abject ſpitit, that picks out the baſeſt 
and un worthieſt company: And ſhall it here alle 
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for pleaſure to conſort only with the pleblan part 

himſclf, thoſe ſenſual Appetites, which EE en 
mon people of this Little world, to ſpend all his time 
in Treating and Careſſing of theſe, and in the iuterim 
let the Soul, which is of ſo noble an extraction, lo ex- 
cellent endowments, ſtand hy neglected, nay be trod- 
en to deach in the croud of hi vulgar rabble? Cer- 


tainly this is a Tragedy , that no man could [ce ww 
e 5 the 
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Avus htket of The * 
Stage without indignation: : yet God knows, a 
Hime NE act over with applauſe to themſelves. 
God b—& ee, oncefhife the Scene, and 

ave its leaſon of triumphing 3 

[Hey yo 1 it more pleaſant to ſhare 

in Its Saar then in its ruine. We tead inde e 
of ſome Nations that have by the rites of a non 
7. been forced to ma Ua acrifices; yet 
tid not that they” had fo aughtred Humanity it 
ſelf; a8 to makt it er of delight. And has dür 
e ſo far dutdtonè their Barbariſm, that it ſhall 
tedſitre to do that ia ſpight of our Religion, which 
te id in obediener to cheirs > To burcher the Man 
n us, and leave nothing but our ourward Form 
e Guile to difference us from Beafts ? He 
thirUiſclaims this,” mult neceſſarily confeſle the plea- 
ſire lies on the other fide , in reſcuing the Spirit from 

the Uſürpatioms, yea tyrannie of the fleſh ; and con= 
kqyenely , that the, Time he thus.beſtows is not loſt, | 
but improved to his'own gteateſt preſet, as well as 

future advantages. 

18. The like may ( in the laſt place) be ſaid of 
that part of it which is laid ont to the benefit of 
others, Which is that which brings us to taſte — d 
moſt delicious of humane delights : the pleaſure 1 
Obligiog being of all thoſe che moft raviſhing at 
trahfporting. And for this we nee not the verdict 
of Chriſtianiry : the Philoſopher attefts it 8 well as 

Divine. Nay it is lo teceived a ttuth, tfiat ſcarce 
any than will avow ſo much ill nature 2s to reſiſt it 
in diſcourſe , how much foever his practice diſo wens 
It.” Indeed this is a pleafure of 3 ſo quin- 
tefſencial JA 18. that what Hero: & audit s fand in 
ny? 'his Oration, we may ſay in truth of this, 

e deliglit rather of « God then a Man, That 


* Being, though he were eternally happy in 
G 4 himſelt, 
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himſelf, yet as if he had wanted of his compleat fo. 
licity, whileſt he enjoyed it alone, was pleaſed rather 
to create, then want objects of his goodnefſe, And 
a pleaſure to which Gad himſelf has given A es 
re 
Ne 


atteſtation ,, as to make a World in order to it; 
cannot, without the moſt impious gontradict 
his choice, be deſpiſed by man. And certai 
none of the leaſt of thoſe bene fits he hath vo a 
our hature, chat he hath given ug a capacity of itʒ by 
affording us thoſe powers by which we may advan» 
tage and oblige one another; ſo pointing us out a 
courſe, whereby we may not onely innocently, but 
ſucceſsfully entertain Lucifers deſigne, of being like 
the moſt High, It really makes Men what the Hea- 
thens vainly fancied their Heroes, even Demi- gods, 
O that thoſe who think i Noble to be aſpiring, would 
thus yerifie the opinion, by terminating all their 
wiſhes and endeavours in this one Generous. Am- 
bition! and then tis ſure they would not need to be 
cold the happineſſe of this ſo Deify ing an imply - 
ment. | 
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SECT. VII. 
Of the fourth Advantage, that of bis Authority, 


r. IN che, fourth place we are to conſider the 
1 Gentlemans advantage, in reſpeR of his Au- 
© thhrity ove thoſe that relate to, or depend on 

him. And this, if rightly managed, is of excellent 

ule, though as capable of being perverted, as any af 
the former. He who has ſecular tyes upon men, 
may often, by thoſe cords which hind their worldly 
intereſt, dray them to a conſideration of their ſpitiy / 
tual, A Tenant who thinks his [ively hood cancern- 
ed in the good Will of his 'Landlord', a Penfior 

Whole ublifience reſts upon the bounty of his Patr 

| | * 
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ſt ſuit the inclinations of che perſon they deſire td 


endear: they are uſually. VVax to him, that are Fling 


others. But then, as variety of Seals make'differ- 
ing Impreſſions, ſo thisflexiblenefle of theirs may be 
eicher abyſed co ill, or improved to good: this V Van 
may tecelue the Image of a Beaſt or an Angel. It is 
therefote the duty of thoſe who are poſleſt ot this ad- 
vantage, to uſe it to che impreſſing not of Vice but 


Vextue ; to contrive how they may molt effectually 


diſcountenance the one, and encourage the other. 
Aud this they may doubtleſſe have frequent op- 
portunities of cowards either of chole relations fore» 
mentioned. | ; 

2. But to none ſo often as to their Doweſtichs and 
Menial ſervants. Theſe are always ſo much in their 
road, that they ſeem to be marked out by God as their 
moſt peculiat Province. Every Maſter has ſo much 
of the Prophet, that he is ſet 45.4 Watchman, Exek, 3. 
I7. over his Family, and ought as jealouſſy to obſerve 
the approach of any Vice towards it, as a Centinel 
does that of an Enemy, Tis a very pernicious error 
for men to think themſelves no otherways concerned 
in their Servants , then they are in their Horſes or 
Oxen, to look upon them onely as another ſpecies of 
Working · cattel, and ſo they do their buſineſſe, care 
not how arrant Brutes they be. VVhereas they 
ſhould remember, that they with themſelves. are 
Common; ſervants to the one Great Maſter, and that 
the ſubordination of the one to the other is hut the 
wile Oeconomie of their Lord, who has ( as in great 
Families we ſee it uſual ) conſtituted the one as Ste w- 
ards or Superviſors, to regulate. the reſt: and-then 
'twill appear a picke of enormous unfa ithfulneſſe to 
neglect this charge. To avoid which guilt, it will 
concern Gentlemen to have a ſedulous care oyer thok 

| that 
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chat are ch intriiſted to them, to make ſtrict ine 
ſpections nts the maritiers of their ſervants, and ac- 
tordingiy t apply inſtructlons, and 4difionitions} 
repłboſd; or ifcourapemenits.” And that they may 
t trunſcribe Pharaoh Tram of ex brick wůb⸗ 
our ſaw , require the ſuperſtructute Chriſtian 
lives, here there wants the neceſſary fouttidation of 
Chriſtian knowledge , they muſt provide that none 
under their charge be deſtitute of the means of laying 
that gromd-work, of knowing fo much of Religion 
ab may bring them into an acquaintance with their 
duty. But to give life to all theſe endea voyts, tis in- 
diſpenſably neceſſaty for them to avow ſuch a Love 
to piety and vertue, and ſuch a Deteſtation of the 
conttity, chat their ſeryants may ſee that there is buy 
one Way of approving themſelves both totheir earthly 
and heavenly Maſter. | 
3. Tf it be here objected, that it is but a counter» 
ſeit vertue / Which detfves it ſelf from the er plea« 
ſing men, and ſo that this is but to teach them to con- 
vert-ptopharmeſſe to hy pocriſie: I muſt yield fo far as 
to cbnſeſſe, that where that cominues the final motive, 
it will never avail any man. But as God often uſes 
temporal and out ward occurrencies, to produce in- 
ward ayd ſpiritual effects, ſo it may here happen, that 
choſe whoſc fitſt approaches to Soodbeſſe were mer. 
cenary/ and out of compliance to othets,tmay by coin- 
ing within view of it diſcern it ſo amiablez that they 
may after love it for its ſelf. And indeed conſidering 
che rute ignorance uſual amore the vulgat. tis ſcarce 
imugigable they ſhould embrace it upon the bath 
ſtrength of ſpeculation; arid therefore muſt be allow: 


ed ſeculit jnvitarions; as baits to allute them. As for | 


thoſe that never advance higher then the meer Form of / 

Godlintſs, what weight fo ver it may add to their ow 

doom, yet/perha ps chat thy jufily be accoumediel 
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milchie pn to the worldy'chen r nl; 
Hypocrifie being a ini tür cannot welPſet tip far Proc 
ſeſttes, beck ue it never owns it ſelf of 4 ty 
from true Plety. And dis not impofſibls 
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1 
noxious burdent lying on her from atiy runk of Ber 
| le Servants ; who ufing their 
places only as à ſhelcer fax their ſlothi and HoehtrouP- 
neſle, when that Gourd Withers, khovy hot Whethitt 
to retire, bar uſually either live Beggars, or die | 
Thieves: whereas if Gtntlemens f4wifies were fo or- 
dered, as to become Seminaxies of Induſtry and So- 
riety, the umber of them is ſo great, that they might 
be able to ſend out many Colonies of uſeful and civil 
perſons. | 
4. There is alſo another ſort of Relative, viz. 4 
Friend: over whom though they have not that Autho« 
ricy, which ſprings from this ſervile ſtock of hopes and 
ears, yet they have one of a much more noble de- 
ſcent, and more vigotrous efficacy. Friendſhip has 2 
key to the Heart, which it may uſe not only to let it 
ſelf into its ſecrets, but alſo to introduce its own con- 
ceptions ſenximents and inclinations; it ſo mixes with - 
the mind, that it may inſenſibly convey into it any 


iehds hoſpitality, by bringing 
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hemently ig be abhorted, chat none is to ink him- 
t and juſt diſtance from it, but he that 


* 4 


* iguſly purſues che direct contrary 3 hie there 
fore chat hat a Fri nd pughat ſtudiouſly to contr ive 
how he.may moſt promote his advantages, and thoſe 
nat only his outward and ſecular, but alſo (yea prin- 
cipally ) hisinwmard and ſpiritual. This is the only 
ſence wherein cis lawful to have deſignes upon him, 
and in this he is not only licenſed, but obliged to have 
ſo. He wulf here uſe all friendly ſtratagems to re- 
commend znd endear vertue to him, make his kind- 
nels the Vehicle, wherein the more gratefully to ad- 
miniſter whate ver is moſt wholeſome , even reproofs, 
when they appear ſo; and yet by taking his own turn 
in being the Patient, evince, that tis no aſſuming hu- 
mor, that. creates him a Phyſitian. If friendſhips 
were thus managed, it would be indeed a moſt ſacred 
relation, ſuch as would be above the violations of 
thoſe petty. trivial diſtaſtes, which now adayes diſ- 
ſolve them. Hearts that are tyed together with theſe 
conſecrated bands, are like Man and Wife joyned to- 
gether inſe parably by God, and much for the ſame 
end of propagation ; only herein as far ſuperior to 


= their pattern as the mind is to the body, the divine ex- 


cellencies of a Saint to the natural compoſition of a 
man. We may reaſonably believe they were Friend- 
(hips of this making, that firſt brought that name into 
ſo much veneration, and were they again reduced to 
this, no Encomiums could be too layiſh for them. Such 
a reducement were a work well worthy the ſpirit and 
ingenuity of Gentlemen: who fince they generally pro- 
feſſe much reverence to the word, tis pity they ſhould 
caſt away their adorations on an empty ſhtine. The 
Heathens had Incantations to recal their diſpleaſed 
Deities into the ir forſaken Images. I wiſh they would 
alſo try ſome holy magic to bring back ſomewhat of 
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the primitive divine ſpirit, to animate this now live- 
Jeſſe trunk; that they who juftly think it an ungentiſe 
reproachful thing, not to have ſome body whom they 
call Friend, may think it mych more (6, not to pay all 
the real kindneſſe due to cht a ppellation . 1 

3. Having thus far given an account what are the 
proper and juſt imployments of this Authority over 
their ſeveral Relations, our. method now tequires, ur 
to reflect a linle on their Pratlice, and that in the moſt 
we ſhall find as far ſwetving from the rule in this par? 
ticular, as any of the former. So far, alas, are Gentie- 
men from making their Power inſtrumental to the ine 
fuſing good, that there is nothing more ordinary than 
to ſee them diſpoſe it to the direct contra y. The ſcorn 
and contempt they publickly caſt upon all piety and 
yertue, teaches their Dependents how dead a Trade 
that is like to prove to them. And then tis very im- 
probable that Godlineſſe hall with them caſt the 
ſcales againſt Gain. He that aims to get af Exhibi- 
tion, or any thing proportionable will ſoon diſcern his 
way lies in a quite oppoſite road. He muſt ſind out 
what Vice of the Gentleman he may be moſt ſervice- 
able to. Sometimes he muſt purvey for his luſt, ſome- 
times for his intempetranee; and even hen he hag 
cloyed thoſe groſſer a ppetites, yet his- Pride wilb al- 
wayes remain inſatiable. He muſt ſtill provide air 
for that Camelion, lay out his whole breath in flatteries 
(8 more helliſh wind then any the Laplanders ſell, ) 
Tis this enſhrining his Diana which is the craft by 
which he expects his Wealth; and thetefore whatever 
other office he execute by ſtatts, a Paraſite is to be lis 
conſtanttrade. a eee 4.00675 17) DEWI FL 20t6R 

6. In like manner their Servants are diſciplined to 
be the Miniſters of their Luxuries, and nit only to 
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ſerve but tranſcribe them; The Maſters Vices ſel- 


dome mils to be taken up by the Whole Houle ; — if 
they 
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my; , mikes his Servants to be God's, doc not only 
1 omiey wealth;but is as it were a Patriot 
caven it ſelf; provides it with Inhabi- 


** ha : N to ſecute it from that emptineſſe aud 


depopulation, wherewith the general wickedneſſe of 
men ſeem to threaten it. And chen in relation ta 
fuch his Servants, he is of all other Maſters the moſt 
bountiful and oblietzing: they provide perhaps ſoine 
perry Annuities , he gives a Rate of Inheritance, nay 
of Ecernity.-.. 

'9. This is a vaſt Munificerice,yer 2 which the ar- 

ranteſt worldling can habe no temptation to grudge, 
Aman may thus without a Riddle give much, yer 
part wich nothing , nay, acquire that very ching to 


himſelf, e ! he diſpenſtsõ others. 3 at here 
is no place the uſual (though unju ion 


of impoveriſBing ones ſelf, which is that pie ich of- 
teh deads ech - or divertsthe attempt of other 
Liberalities. And therefore this ſort which is re- 
ſcued froti that one poſſible allay, muſt certainly yield 
the moſt vigor N e Pleaſure: it being ſure, 
-_ B has in it ſelf fo much of agreement with 

Nature, as will inevitably prodace Com- 
F ane 


li t-ehere Kh is not ſo ee or 
alla yed. if 


Are 
10. I'migbi here att cx ex ; abundanti, that there is 
der tuber Profit attending it. For if Gentle. 
r Pependeies” 2 conſcientiqus, they 
wart i "of. very a where uſe to them. They 
mi lay: dem ecutely , and need no; other 
$22 © vs "them but tfeir own Conſciences. 
oul then be; {6 Many ſervanti, ſo m any 
Thieves 400 and Harpies, bub any Factors and Traf- 
fickers for the [Maſters advantages. So chat here 


again their Gn incereſt-engages them to this Care: 
though 


im homage.” So he that by well ordering his Fa⸗ 
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though I conſeſſe tis to be wiſhed , that the former 
more ingenuous Motive may be ſo prevalent, as to 
ſuperſede all uſe of this; it being very unreaſonable 
that God (hould need Auxiliaries from Mammon: 
Vet as once the I/raelites borrowed of the Egyptians , ſo 
it may not be amiſſe to make this inferiour conſidera- 
tion a ſtep to the other more Noble: that even they 
who have yet no guſt of that more Heroick Pleaſure, 
may on the intuition of this Worldly advantage; en- 
deayour to improve their Authority to the Spiritual 
good of all that belong to tem. D 

11, But from no part of this Performance may 
they reap ſo rich a ſatisfaction, as from that which is 
exerciſed towards a Friend, For. as their concerti= 
ment is nearer in him, than in the former more diſtant 
Relations, ſo the Pleaſure of doing good to him, muſt 
proportionably encreaſe ;. as that heat is moſt intenſe 
which-is conveyed by the neareſt Reflezion. . He 
whoſo maintains his vital ſtation in the great Body, 
as to ſympathize with every Member of it, muſt yer 
neceſſarily have che moſt acute ſenſe of what befalls 
thoſe parts, to which he is moſt immediately con 
joyned. Bur there is no ſtricter Union upon Earth; 
than that ofa virtuous Friendſhip z and then what can 
be more ſatisfactory, than to preſerve or advance the 
Health of that, whoſe Maladies himſelf is ſure to feel, 
to improve and benefit that perſon, who is thus be; 
come a part of him ? Perſons of qualitie love to deck 
and imbelliſh the place where they inhabit, abhor 
to dwell in a Stie or Dungeon: but Friends dwell 
in each other; and therefore cannot but be deli net 
in beautifying and adorning thoſe Mindes they have 
thus choſen to live in, in purging them from all fouls 
neſſe and pollutions , and rendring them as pure and 
immaculate ; nay , as ſplendid and illuſtrious, as is 
poſſible, Certainly , * is nothing upon Earth 

more 
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mote raviſhing , than 4 Friens/bip thus enterta ined. 
*Tis ſome Anticipation of Heaven, where thole lines 
of Love which ſtretch themſelves to evety part of the 
Circumſerence, do all meet in God as theirCentre. 
It is indeed that which ſutmounts the poſſibilitie of an 
exact defcriptiony and referves it full diſcoverie to be 
the ptize of Experience, Let it betried, and then I 
doubt not; but he that hath made the Experiment, 


will readily atteſt the pleaſure of thus imploying this 


purt alſo ot his Authority. 


SECS. Lans 
Of the laſt advantage, that of Reputation, 
I, P-*ilclhf advantage is chat of Reputation and 
| | Eſteem + which is generally prefamed the 
leg due of Perfons of Quality, uuleſſe where 
ſome perſonal unworthineſſe hath cut off the Encail, 
and forfeired that right. And chough theſe days have 
caught the Vulgar to defalk much of chat reſpect 
which former Ages paid to Superiours of all ſorts ; 
yet I cannot think the lang Principle has ſo uni- 
verſally diffuſedl it ſelf, as totally to raſe om all Im- 
pꝓreſſtons of Reverence towards them : 16 chat there 
Rill remains ftomewhat of this Talent for chem to ne- 
got iate voich. It vvill be their part ſo to manage and 
difpote it as to briag in profit to their Lord, by 
making it alio an Engine to draw men to piety and 
vieues lz: n 
2. This they may ſometime do by Counſel! 5 to the 
ſucceſſe whereof there is nothing more contt ibut ive 
than an eſteem bt the Adviſer, moſt men being rather 
apt to conſider Why ſpeakꝭ, than what is fpoken. And 
therefore per ſons, whoſe Quality and Education have 
prepoſſeſt them with an opinion of their Wiſdom, 
have a great advantage towards the working on 
them; And this it will befit them to make 1 
uſe 
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life of; by ſeaſona bie 4 — IP to thoſe 
whom they ſhall diſcern thus prepat᷑ed for the entet- 
tuning of them, to take all pradetit 6Ecafions to re- 
eommend Chriſtian Praffice to themiand by pulling off 
thoſe diſguiſes which the falſe meaſures of the World 
have put upon Vice and Virtue , to repteſent them 
in cheit true and native ſhapes , the one the object of 
horrour and deteſtation, the other of love and delight. 
Tis the want ofthis diſcovery, that has given Impiecy 
fo ſtee range At has dreſt it ſelf up in a counterfeit 
ſplendour, falſe- Gemms and Tinſel-gaudery ; and 
in this glittering appearance it matches on triumph= 
any; receives acclamations, yea and O beiſance too, 
hey commands not only the knees ( #s every proſpe- 
rous Uſurper can de) bat even the hearts of men. 
And will none have ſo much Charity, ſo much Zeal 
for p1{btick Concern, -25 to uneloak this Impoſtour, 
and ſhew the dazled World what it is it thus bows 
to d Perhaps this is lookt on onely as the buſineſſe of 
Divines; but cettamly would Gentlemen alſo ſer to it, 
they were like to prove the more ptoſperous under- 
txkers.' What comes onely out of = pit; paſſes 
for the fooliſhneſſe of Preaching, 1 Cor. x. 21. or fot 
the difcourſes of thoſe Whoſe Trade it is to inveigh 
againſt fin. All their Truſts being of courſe, and ex- 
pected their Wardsate as well known too, and we 
dayly ſte vice approve it felf an expert Fencer againſt 
them. But the endeayonrs of theſe would not be 
liable to thoſe prejudices : a Blow from them would 
come (like the Revolt of a Confederate) wich the 
advantage of 4 Surpriſe, And there is little doubt, 
but by friendly and familiar conferences, they might 
many times infinuate that into mens breaſts, which 
the more folemn and Authoritative Exhortations of 
Miniſters often fail of. 
3. But Counſel will be of little efficacy, if it be not 
H 2 ſeconded 
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ſeconded by Exawple, They muſt therefore look their: 
lives be ſuch , as may ſhew they believe themſelves 
whilſt they go about to perſwade others. He that 
(hall with never ſo preſſing Arguments dehort a man 


from that fin, which himſelf at the next opportunity 


committs, will never be ſuppoſed to have any real ill 
opinion of it, but rather ſo palloggce a love, that he 
is jealous any but himſelf ſhould have its embraces. 
And chen ſurely this will be ſo far from averting, that 
it Will excice the appetite of the other to taſte of that 
* ſces is thought ſo defirable as to be Mono- 
polized. 5 | 

4. Indeed there is nothing by which they have ſo 
univerſal an influence, as their Example» Things that 
are ſer in ſome high and eminent place, do ene 
attract mens eyes to them: ſo that eminency of con- 
dition wherein Gentlemen. axe placed, renders their 
actions more obſervable. They ate like the City our 
Saviour ſpeaks of, ſet ou an hill, and have by that ad- 
vantageous ſituation the means of making their light 
ſhine farther then other mens. And therefore it oven 
to be their conſtant care, by the bright luſtre of their 
exact and exemplary converſations, to inlighten the 
whole ſphere wherein they move. Would Gentlemen 
make this their united defign » what a happy con- 
ſtellation of auſpicious Stars would they prove, by 
whole benigne Aſpect the Rerility of Vulgar, minds 
might be cured, and even thoſe Clods be inſpi- 

rited and rendred capable of excellent productions? 
J. For what can be more perſwaſive to thoſe of the 
lower Ranks to embrace Vertue, than to (ce it made the 
election of thoſe whom they ſuppoſe to have moſt 


judgment to diſcern its value, and fo fall not on it 


blindfold, and who have alſo all the contrary pleaſures 
of Sin within their reach; nay proſtrate at their feet, 
ſuing for entertainment, and ſo are not caſt on it by 
im- 
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impotence ? What a blur and infamy would ic catt 


upon Vice, if it were once baniſhed out of Gentile 
company? And how fair a ſtep would it be towards 
its excluſion out of all > We ſee what a natural aſpir- 
ing the lower ſort have to approach to the condition 
of their betters. And though that being now aimed 
only at their Pomps and Greatneſſe, be no commend- 
ableremper , yet ſute it were much in the power of 
thoſe emulated perſons to make it ſo, For would they 
ſo order the matcer; that their Vertue ſhould out- ſnine 
all their outward ſplendors, that ic ſhould become the 4 
character and diſtinctive note of a Gentleman, to be 
eminently good, this were a way to conſecrate even 
Ambition it (elf, by making it an engine not to rack 
and torture men, as common ambitions do, but to ad- 
vance them to all vertuous induſtry. 

6. He that deſired to enoble his Family, would then 
begin at his Mind, caſt out thence all baſe and dege- 


nerous Inclinations , and make himſelf a Gentleman 


without help of Heraldry. Thus haply might they 
deceive men into Piety, and make thoſe Emulations, 


whole firſt riſe was meerly from earth, a ladder where- 


with to ſcale Heaven. And how noble, how ex- 
cellent a charity is this, and yet of all others the cheap= 
eſt, it having that Proverbial property of Charity, To 
begin at home! The being good, is primarily a kind= 
neſſe to thernſelves, and to others only by way of re- 
ſult, and propagation, and eaſie conſequence. How 
unchriſtian, unmanly, yea unskilful too will it chen 
be, to deny this benefaction, which has that very 
argument on its fide, which is oppoſed to other kinds 
of Liberalities > That fear of leſſening a mans ſelf 
which in choſe contracts and ſhuts up the bowels, is 
here in all reaſon to enlarge and dilate them 2. for in 
this caſe men cannot deny, without their own great-; 


. eſt injury, and diminution. And fure twould juſt- 
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ly paſſe for's prodigic both of malice and tolly, for 


one ſo to avert the beneficing another, as to incur the 
greateſt damage to himſelf ima void ing it. 

7. But alas, it ĩs not only Charity either to others 
or themſelves, which exacts of them thus to promote 
Piety among men. They have brought themſelves 
under another more conſtraining obligation, I mean 
that of Juſtice, particularly the juſtice of Reſtitution : 
for tis too viſible they have been deeply acceſſary to 
its decay. So far have they been from adviſing and 
exciting men to good, that I fear their perſwaſive 
faculties have generally been imployed to a quite 
diſtant purpoſe. There are few or none, that by 
their own pious endeavours do at all abate the 
need of the Priefts exhortations; but many that do 
evacuate their efficacy, by dectyinꝑ it as the greateſt 
folly, the moſt unmanly ſubmiſſion, vs yield them any 
confideration. As for their own Counſels, they are 
too often in earneſt, what Solomon's was by way of 
irony, Eecl, It. 9. Walk in the ways of thine bears and 
in the fight of thine eyes, encouraging and animating 
men to all Senfuality. And if chey diſcern any begin 
to ſtartle at the courſe , to entertain but a ſober 

thought of chat diſmal end to which it leads; he is to 
be laught out of that Hypocondriack fit, taught to look 


upon it as a ſpice of Phrenſie; The loud noiſe of 


roating mitth is reinforced to drown that poor h iſ- 
per of Conſcience; and by the found: as it were of 
thoſe Trumpets he is incited to turn to his courſe » as 
the horſe ruſbeth into the battel, Fer, 8. 6, all arts of 
encouragement uſed to imbolden him to run fearlefly 
on co Dimnation. This is their one known Recipe 
for all pangs and gripes of Soul.” And if it be 
not of every dayes practice, tis not, that they have any 
bettet method of Cure, but ſuch arts of prevention, 
ſuch means of ſtupefaction and obduration, that the 
diſeaſe ſeldom occurs among chem. 8. Nor 
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8. Nor do they omit to back and ttiſie this with 
praportionable Examples: which Gad knows are ſo 
many and ſo efficac ious, that like a diſmal Cloud they 
overſpread our whole Horizon - They who are by 
God deſigned as lights to illuminate all about them, 
have been the inſtruments of introducing a more 
then Egyptian darkneſſe, thereby exemplifying that 
Aphoriſme of our Saviouts, Mat. 6. 23. If the light 
that is in thee be darkneſe, bow great is that darkneſſe, 
9. What a deluge of Prophaneneſſe and Impiety at 
this day overflows this poor Nation, is too viſible, not 
only by the direct, but the reflexed beams, thoſe ſad 
Judgments they have brought down upon it. And 
though there be coo many ſprings which feed this 
Ocean, yet there will ſcarce any be found to have 


more liberally contributed, than the open and ſcan» 
dalous vicioulneſſe ofthe Gentry. They who are plac» 


ed as Stars in our Firmament, if they dart nothing bur 


. malignant influences, what wonder is it if an univer- 


{al Peſt enſue ? 'T13 they that have brought Vice into 
countenance, made it the mode and faſhion of the 
times, ſo that people dread the ſingularity of being 
innocent, and a man may with leſſe peril of ſcorn ap- 
pear in the moſt ſuperannuated dreſſe, than own the 
obſolete qualities of Meekneſſe, Purity, Sobriety, &c. 
How great and fatal a ſnare this credita bleneſs of fin 
has proved, I fear there are too many thouſands 
of entangled Souls can witneſſe. And on whom 
can they more properly charge their tuine, than 
on thoſe who have advanced it to this repute in 
the world Mens natural pravity gives them pro- 


' penſion more than enough to ill; and therefore it 


hath been the buſineſſe of Laws, both humane and 
divine, to put a bridle upon thoſe inclinations , by 
fear and ſhametoreftrain their inordinacy : but this 


convert the bridle into. a ſpur, when thoſe that ſhould 
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diſcountenance Vice, thus animate and encourage it. 

10. For what a Temptation is it tothe vulgar ta 
run to all exceſs of riot, when they ſee their ſuperiors 


have beaten the path before them, and are themſelves 
immerſt in the moſt brutiſh ſenſualities? Which of 


them will endure to be ſober , when Drunkenneſſe 
(hall be accounted ſo dignifying a quality, that it may 
make a Peaſant company for a Lord > When Gentle 
meu are Atheiſtical , Clowns will think themſelves 
very modeſtly wicked, if they be but prophane. And 
when they hear their Betters diſcharge loud yolleys 
of Oaths, they will ſoon find they are as well qua- 
lified for that part of greatneſſe as the beſt, Their 
Tongues are as much their own, Pſa, 1 2. 4. and will be 
glad that by ſuch an eaſie imployment of them they 
can be Gentlemen ſo good cheap, 'T were as endleſſe 
as unneceſſary to enumerate the ſeveral forts of in- 
fection, which the ill examples of great men have dif- 
fuſed. 'Tis too obvious in the moral effects to need 
any other way of diſcovery. And I am 1 ought 
to be matter of the ſaddeſt reflexion to all who are 
involved in that guilt; it being a moſt direful account, 


which they will one day have to make, who have 


been the Authors of ſuch miſerable vaſtations, turn'd 
communities of Men, of. Chriſtians, into Herds of 
Beaſts, nay into Legions. of Devils. 

11. Every fin even of the privateſt obſcureſt per- 
ſon, carries much of contempt and affroncto the Di- 
vine Majeſty : but great mens vices are of a yet more 
piantly frame, they proclaim ſolemn War with-Hea- 
ven, levy forces, and draw in multitudes of abettors 


and confederates in their. hoſtilities. And God 


knows this kind of Un-evangelical violence the king- 
dom of Heaven daily ſuffers, Oh that the Chiefa ins 
and Leaders of theſe unhappy troops, would at laſt 


ſhink fit to ſound a retreat ; that they would, in 71 
1 
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if not to themſel ves yet to their leduced tollowers,ceafe 
thus deſperately to ruſh on upon the mouth of the 
Cannon, the Jaws of Hell! And not only ſo, but that 
they would alſoendeayour to bring them into ſome 
terms of accord with that omnipotent enemy they 
have provoked 3 by their own penitent and reformed: .. 
lives teach them the poſtures of humility and ſubmiſ- 
ſion, as they have formerly done that of defiance. This 
certainly is that to which common equity oblieges 
them, reparation of injuries being conteſſedly an in- 
diſpenſable part of juſtice. And certainly there can 
no-injury exceed, nay equal this of betraying mento 
eternal ruine : and conſequently nothing lefle then the 
utmoſt induſtry to repair it can be any competent ex- 
piation. God grant all choſe, whoſe guilt gives them a 
peculiar title to this admonition, may own their righe 
to it by a particular and ſerious application, ſuch. as 


may for the future ingage them to the moſt zealous <« 


endeavour of reforming not only themſelves, but 
others, for reſcuing their reputation from that fouleſt 
blot, of being an agent for Satan, and advancing it to 
that higheſt digniry of being ſerviceable to God. 

I 2, But there is little hope they will rightly con- 
fider the uſe, who are ſo utterly miſtaken in the na- 
ture of true reputation. A man of Hour is now un- 
det ſtood onely to be one that can ſtart and maintain a 


Quarrel, that for every the triflingeſt injury expects - 


like Lamech, Gen, 4. 24. to be avenged ſeventy and ſeven 
fold; that deſpiſes the Chriſtian precepts of Meekneſs, 
Long-ſuffering , and Forgiveneſſe, as rudiments of 
cowardize and unmanly puſilanimity, and has no 
other meaſure of courage and gallantry, but by an 
utter oppoſition to all thoſe. And whileſt reputation 


is thus hung only at the point of the ſword , tis a ve- 


ry fit iuſtrument to deſtroy bodies, but ſure not to 


ſave Souls. We finde day ly many occaſions to 15 
plain 
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plain of the Tyranny of Cuſtom And Opinion, but 
{carce any where ſo much as in thoſe unjuſt and ab- 
ſurd Laws they have impoſed in this matter: which 
were they confideringly weighed,wauld furely evince 
them ſuch contemptible Legiſlatours, as would be 
enough to dethrone and depoſe them from that uſurp- 
ed Empire they now ma intain in the world. 

13. To take onely a ſhort and curſory view of 
them, we ſhall in the firſt place find them to be hor- 
ribly impions. For what can be more ſo, than thus 
to trar off thoſe fignatures of Honour, which God 


,- himfelf hath impreſt, and vilifie thoſe whom he hath 


dignified > God has pronounced that it is the diſcre- 
tien of a man that deferreth bis anger, and it is bis glory 
to paſſe over atranſgreſſion, Prob. 19. 11. And again, 
He that is ſlow to auger is better then the mighty , and be 
that ruleth bis ſpirit , then he that taketh 4 (ity , Prov, 
16. 32. But this new notion of Honour proclaims 
the quite contrary ; he paſſes for a Phlegmatick fool, 
whole blood boy les not at the firſt glimpſe of an At+ 
front; and tis Gallantry to offer many Injuries, but 
© ignominious Tameneſſe to bear one. It has alwayes 
been the indiſputable prerogative of Kings to be the 
Fountains of Honour ; what an impious daring is it 
then to deveſt him of that priviledge, by Whom Kings 
reign? To cancel his Patents, and mark them out as 
the objects of ſcorn, to whom God gives ſo gloriqus 
a teſtimony ? Vet thus is it dayly done to the men, 
whom the King of Kings will Honour 3 thele ate all 
the Triumphs thefe Mordecay's muſt expect; and evi» 
dence how much worſe they are then Haman, that al- 
lot them, Certainly there cannot be an act of great» 
er defiance againſt the Divine Majeſty, than thus to 
reverſe his Decrees. And upon this hoſtility and 
oppokition againſt Heaven it is , that all the private 


\ Quarrels, and Combates on Earth are (as on their 
toundation) 
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fotindation) ſuperſtructed; ſo that to initiate 2 Duels 
lit _ firſt Challenge muſt be directed againſt God 
himlelt. | 310 ey 
14. Nor are theſe falſe meaſures of Honour more 
oppoſite to Religion, than Prudence. The: gloffes 
the õ word: men have put upon the one fundamental 
Law of Nos bearing an Injury, have introduced ſuch a 
multitude oft idiculous Punctilio s, that the neu Age 
will be in danger of receiving the Fable of Don Q wixcos 
for Authentick H iſtory. And I ſee not with what 
juſtice chis can laugh at them in him and his Squire 
Sancho, and yet think them ſerious enough to govern 
men in their moſt teal and weighty cancernments. It 
would indeed aſtoniſh any fober perſon to confider, 
what Chimerd's they are, to which men facrificeall 
that ought to be dear to them. How many Duels 
have been fought, how many men kill'd , (when 


neither of the Combatants were ſo implacable, but 


that they could willingly have compounded the mat 
ter) onely becauſe they thought point of Honour ex- 
acted it, and the declaring it would be inglorious ? 
Certainly the Gallies is a ſtate of perfect liberty com- 


- pared with this bondage. And were the Releaſe from 


thoſe neceſſarily to infer a ſubjection tothis, were thoſe 
Slaves oblieged thus to become Gentlemen, 1 ſhould 
ceaſe my wonder why ſo many of them have deſpiſed 
a manumiſſion. For thus to have a mans Eſtate, his 
Life, yea Soul too, at the mercy of Popular breath, 
not onely to be loſt , but loſt by his own act) is a 
ſlavery beyond all that the moſt abject creature ever 
groaned under. And yet fo prodigiouſly abſurd is 
the World, as to cut this out for the Benjamin's portion, 
make it the eſpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gentle- 
men. They are ſet upon a Theatre, and as the G- 
diator of old, muſt kill one another, onely to enter- 
tain Spectators. And who would not chink 

| tne 
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tos The Gentleman's Calling. 
the onely Seminary to breed men up for ſuch a Trade? 
Yet ſo univerſal is this Lunacy, that one may ſuſ- 
pect che Inſtitution of that Hoſpital is perverted, that 
that incloſes onely the ſober perſons, whileſt the Fran- 
tick run looſe about the World. 

15. But perhaps the more Malicious Duel lers will 
think themſelves exempt from this number, becauſe 
tis their own ſatufaction which they deſign in it: 
their Enemies bloud will make ſo delicious a Draught 
for their Revenge, that they gaſp after it, and think 
it a pleaſure well worthy their purſuit. But ſure theſe 
differ from the former, not as Wiſe men from Pools, 
but as a worſe Natured Fool from a better. He that 
would juſtifie the rationalnefle of any Adventure, 
muſt prove the Prize at leaft to equal the worth of 
that he hazards for it. But who that conſiders he has 
a Soul, can ſeriouſly fer it at fo contemptible a rate? 
or what man in his wits » that believes a Hell, will 


fſaythe pleaſure of a Revenge-can. countervail thoſe 


pains? Nay indeed ,. none can with any-pretence put 
it in ballance with the meer loſſe of Lite. For he that 
is kill'd ( as every man may be that fights) can have 
no ſenſe of that pleaſure ,. and ſo becomes uncapable 
of the compenſation , if that were able to make it. 
Nay I ſhall deſcend yet lower, and with ſome con- 
fidence aftirm, that the uneaſie conſequences even of 
the Victory do quite overwhelm the ſatisfaRion. For 
this I dare refer my ſelf to any of thoſe who have bad 
the unhappy Triumph of a Murderer, and doubtnot 
that if they will ſpeak their experiences, they will 
tell us that the cry of their Adverſaries bloud in their 
- Conſcience, did utterly extinguiſh the reliſh of it in 


/ > their Fancie. Or if they were perſons who were 


hardned againſt all ſenſe of Divine vengeance , yet 
the fear of Humane wasabundantly enough to defeat 
them of that pleaſure they expected: ſa impoſſible is 

it 
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Advantage of Reputation; rog 
je to gaber grapes of thele aborns , go reap any cavients 
ment from ſo unchriſtian an Attempt. Their * 
is not compleated without Blood: and it they have 
it, it proves a Torrent to catry away that imagina- 
rie Delight they projected from it, And them what 
colour of reaſon can any man bring, why he ſhauld 
thus ſell bis Soul for nought , and become a Planie, 
to Damnacion ? rp e 07 
16; But Revenge has two ill matcht qualities, 
Blindneſſe Impetuoſicy; and fo all ns darts, 
though they carry force! and venome enough to de- 
ſtroy all about them, yet by being ill aimed, reyert 
mortally on the breaſt whence they wereſhot; Cer⸗- 
tainly there is not in the world a more prodigious In- 
fatuation, than that which rules in this Affair. What 
can be more ſenſeleſſe, than for me, when a may hay 
done me an Injury, to think to wipe off bac : 
pabing my ſelf co more? When he has given me the 
ye, to invite him to giyeme the as gw Did ener 
any man attempt to make up a brea Sms 
it ꝰ To cloſe his wound by: tearing it further ? 
Pnyſicians indeed talk of a method of curint ſame 
Diſea ſes by Majoration: but ſure injuries are nor ia 
the number of thoſe maladies. not capable of that Na 
of temedy · The greater may, tis poſſible, ovetwhelm, 
but not cure the leſſe, as the more moderate Pains be- 
come iy ſenſible by the ſuperveniency of the more 
acute. Vet I preſume none would applaud his choice, .- 
that ſhould call for the Rack to drown the pain of 4 
cut finger, which yet is no hyperbolical Embleme of 
this ſort of Revenge. | 
17. But beſides all this, our modern Gallantry is 
treacherous to it ſelf, conſutes its own pretenſion, and 
whileſt it vainly aſſumes the Monopoly of Courage, 
is indeed the meaneſt Cowardiſe in the World. That 
by which we uſe to diſcriminate baſe fear from juſt 
caution, 
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caution; ithe-formidibleteſs of the object feared; 
No man is reproa ched for not ſtanding the inundatĩ- 
omol the Sea, but to quake at aer 2 Guttet, 
would be 2 ridiculous timorouſneſſe. Twould be 
neither wonder nor ſhame to run from tie purſuit of 
zLiob 5'buteo be chaſed by a barking Whilp, is the 
prophty of an Hare, not of a Man, And according 
to this meaſure , what wretched Cowards are bur 
greareſt Hettors 2'Fbt what can be e 
than thoſe unjuſt Scorns of men they ſo tremble at? 
Which if they wet fire ts be uniderſal, yet What real 
Ibcem.they de a mu, who does übt by his own 
fancy lend them an ede where with to wound him ? 
But meichet᷑ can this be the Caſe, till All both Chriſti- 
anity/ aud. Sobriety be quite wbrit ut of the world. 
Fot de Chriſtian, dis eertu m the itteligion of Fights 
ion 1 uell would be che moſt infimbut thing ; aud 
eden to a ſober Heachen the folly ot it would be fÞ 
to that he can be ia no danger of Either of cheir 
es] for declming it. Arid white theſe re ſer 
e whois there whoſe cenſure” cat) be at 7 7 
fidexable v Vet this fo pitiful deſpieable tliing It is, 
which .o terrifies and amazed thein. And how (hall 
we'define Cowntdile; this be not it? a 
8. Auch as it has the natiiteꝭ ſo has it the Fate of it 
too hic aſually is by flee ing an imaginary danger, 
to füll ito a real. Men fight, that they may not be 
chouęht Cowards; und by ehting de ad not only 
become indeed ſo, but alſo ruſh themſelyes upon other 
far mote formidable miſchiefs , run from a Scearcrow 
into a Precipice, And now what à Riddle is —— 
they call Gallantry, which ſo ſtartles at the weake 
noiſe, yet ſtands undauntedly the ſtroke of a Thund- 
erbolt? They who ſo dread the reproach of vain im- 
potent men, do yet confidently encounter the anger of 


the omni potent God; and if Valour and Fool - _ 
neſſe 
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neſſe were not very diſtant things, would conſute my 
whole argument by making it evident, that they date 
be damned. Thus by a ſtrange kindboſ in verted opes 
ration, theit Fear makes them bold: would God that 
Antiperiſtaſis might go on to works till that Boldneſſe 
have again brought them to a fear, I mean that peni+ 
tential Fear, proper to thoſe who thus delibetatly 
provoke the Divine Majeſty. is) 

19. And that very Deliberation is a circumſtance of 
ſo great an enhancement, as — heights 
the ſin. Sudden acta may be capable of ſomemdle- 
viations by the ſur pr ie they make on a mans ſpicict 
but comrived and premeditated Crimes can have u 
milder appearance then of obſtinate Rebellion. And 
this aggravation cas ſcarce ever be wanting to 
Duel; many hours, if not da yes, intervening between 
the defignment and the execution; And in that in- 
terval is not poſſible for all the OpiateReceics-in 8a 
tan's Diſpenſatory to keep the Conſcience'ſa drow 
that ic ſhall not ſtartle, but ic will undoubtedly repre+ 
ſent to a man the horrout of that be is going about : 
which i no leſſe than the engaging himſelf in a doubie 
Murder, bis own, and his adverſaries. For the wil» © 
ful hazard of both faſtens on him the guilt, though 
boch happen to ſuryive the Combate. But if it be 
his own fate to fall (as he has much rea ſon to expel 
who thus puts himſelf out of Gods protection „ mey 
dares his veugeance) what poſlible hope can remain 
for him, who chus dies in that very act of the greateſt 
fin? We are generally apt to think bue uncomſor- 
tably of thoſe who muke away themſelves: but cer 
tainly many of choſe deſerve to be Canonixed, id 
compariſon with a man that dies in Duel: the Prin- 
ciple of that being often an exceſſive Fear of God. 
which ſure is leſſe culpable, than a profane contempt 
of him. Beſides, the temptation in that caſe is uſually 
more 


112 The Gentleman's Calling. 
more violent and impetuous; it being ( if not begot; 
yet) cheriſht and fomented by Melancholy, the moſt 
untractable and obſtinate of all bumours ;, whereas 
the ſuggeſtion to this hath no ſuch Auxiliary to aid 
it, the original of Quarrels being frequently from too 
free a Jollicty. And laſtly , that, ot how heinous a 
\ Kind ſoever, is yet but a fingle fin, whereas this; as 1 
ſaid before, involves a twofold guilt. And of how 
cr imſon a colour muſt that ſoul appear before God's 
Tribunal, that is thus double - dyed in Bloud ! 

20. And now who can chooſe but cry out in the 
Prophet Eſay's: yle , Hear O Heavens , and bearken O 
Barth | What ſtrain of wonder and amazement can 
bear proportion wich the deſperate madnefle of men, 
that can thus knowingly and conſideringly ruſh 
themſelves upon ſuch unſpeakable miſchiefs > Eſpe- 
cially ſince here they want even that miſerable reſerve 
which ſerves to embolden them to other (ins, viz. the 

pe" of à future repentance. For thoſe that make 
but the ſlighteſt meaſures of that, can ſcarce fancy any 
opportunities of it in this caſe 3 fince to him that dies 
there ſeldom remains any ſpace of interval between 
his ſin and his death, no time for thoſe clouds to ga- 
ther, thoſe penitential (ſhowres to deſcend , which 
ſhould waſh away his bloud - guiltineſſe; or if there 
did yet what expectation is chere he ſhould imploy it 
to any effect? Such preſumptuous conſiderate fins 
naturally work an obduration in the heart, which no- 
ching but an extraordinary grace can remove; and 
aſter ſuch an high and daring provocation, tis very 
teaſonable to expect God ſhould withdraw even the 
loweſt degrees, but ſure not that he ſhould add higher. 

2t. Theſe Conſiderations are all of them ſo obvi- 
ous, that they naturally ſuggeſt themſelves. And 
certainly they are ſo weighty and preſſing, that tis a 
Prodigy to ſee they ſhould be ſo uniyerſally in- 


effectual: 
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| baniſh it out of Chriſtendom , and lo take off that Re- 


Advantage of Reputatiin, 111 
effectual: which can proceed from nothing but the 
want of cloſe and ſerious application, - Would « 
dare but to meet fingle with their own ſober t 
*would certainly ſuperſede all other Duels, 
remains therefore nothing more for me to add, bu 
to invite them co this one encounter , to beſeech chem 8 
to grapple a while but with the force of i bee 


5 


Combat of all others the ſecureſt, where to 

dued is more glorious than to conquer in any other 

and when it hag deſpoiled them of that falſe courages 

which expoſes, them to ſuch diſmal ruines , to permit 

it to re · inſpirit them, with a true one, ſuch ny 
is 


give them daring enough to ſtand up againſt 


more then Barbaroys a cuſto to grey 


proach which our profeſſion lies under from ſo impi- 
ous a practice, which having no other Tenw but 
Preſcription , there needs nothing but Deſuetudg to 
deſtroy it. Let every man or his own part ſiri 95 
abſtain from it, and avow the doing ſo, and then 
ceaſing to be a Faſhion, it will ceaſe to be at all. 

22. But the miſery of it ia, no man will aſſume to 
be leader in this ſo noble an Enterpriſe , to begin this 
ſo neceſfary a — — which — 1 it have 
ſo much more of compliance even to carnal lu | 
than tis contrary 4 that I doubt not many wiſh it 
were univerſal j jet till it be ſo, they think *twill be 
uncreditable to any particular perſon: But were that 
the certain event of it, it's ſure that reproach oughe to 
be deſpiſed when it comes in competicion with Du⸗ 
ty. In this caſe the reſolution of David ( as gteat 
Sword man as eng of them) is moſi proper ; III 
be more vile than thus, 2 Sam. 6. 22.. And certainly a 


man cannot paſſe a more glorious Martyrd 


Om, 
to ſuffer ignominy upon ſuch an account. I am ſure 
tis a real chame to ſee _ men can offer violence 1 
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vrhole tract of a mans Life is one continued co 


ted 

that unchriſtian eu „yet cannot ctoſſe u ſing le 
itnaginary one, W ſuppreſſe ir. 

23. Nay the truth is, they create Punctilio's in 
this cafe , by which themſelves will not be govern d 
in any other. 'In's common Fire does any man ſuſ- 
pend his on endeavours, till he ſeethe whole Town 
running to quench the flame? Or if one of theſe po- 
palar perſons had been of the Philiftines company, 
who the houſe began to fall, Jadg. 16. 30. would he 
Ha've ſo dreaded the fingularity ofa ſolitary eſcape, as 


all their dea telt complicated interefts to corhply with 
ſu 


net to have attemptedd it, till ſholes of others had led 


the way d We have had ſome experience, under what 
prejudice a pablick Act falls, that is by its makers 
precluded from being a preſident. And ſure theſe men 
do tacitcly (yet yrs ) accuſe the untea · 
ſonableneſſe of this fear , whileſt they confine it to 
this ſwele inſtance. And methinks *twere but juſt, 
they hould be required to be conſentaneous to them- 
flves, and act in other things by the ſame meaſures 3 
which would prove ſo ſharp a penance, as were more 
fikely to reduce them to ſobriety, then all the force of 
Arg ument. N * 

7 — But beſides this ſevere Remedy, there is ſure an 

lun dot againſt this Malady, a way te feparave the 
Duty from the Cont which their fancies have fo 
cloſely annext to it: and that is by making their lives 
ſo uniformly Chriſtian, that it may be evident, vis 
Conſcience, not fear that works wich then. Wich- 
dut this T En indeed no ſecurity from reproach. Fot 
to fera man — pq all other commands 
of God, catch up ie as à Buckler againft'a Chal» 
tenger, who'tah belo blindly charirable, as to ĩmpute 
this to hy thing but Cowardiſe > But when an 


aietbat 
upon 


Obedience, ao man willexpeRhe ſhould viel 
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upon this occalions, To this may be added a cheats 
ſuliang free expoſing himſelſ ca all warrancable dan- 
gels, When any publick'occalion.of azard is offered 
if he then ſhew himſelf daring., twill be apparent, 
chat tis not the fear of Death, hut Sin, which locks © 
up his Sword from rivate Duels, Or when there is 
no opportunity of this active valour, let him approve 
his paſſive by a contented, nay joy ion to 
any: ſuffering that attend the diſcharge of a good 
Conſcience: and of this there is little fear ( in theſe 
days eſpecially ) to want occa ſions. He that does 
this, will be in no danger to be defained for declin - 
ing Duels: but on the contrary ſuch an equa ble piery * 
will extort reverence from all; there being ſuch a ve- 
nerable amiability in it, that the moſt profane du 
even againſt their will bear ic ſome in ward reſpect. 
25. Tet not men therefore pretend the Fear of Na- 


Proach. as an Excuſe, ſince here ia ſo ready a Salve to 


that Object ion: but let them by an aſſiduous practice 
of all other Chriſt ian Virtues, render this allo ſecure 
to them. and qualiſie themſelves for the propagating 
it to others: And Oh, that we could once ſee al 
other quarrels amongſt Gentlemen converted into this 
one holy conention-who ſhould be for wardeſt in this 
Heroick attempt · Tis the falſe notion of Honour, 
that i one of Satan's principal Citadels, like Zim to 
the Jebuſites : and the aſſaulting of that, would be an 
archievement of ſo much glory, that he that could 
might juſtly challenge the dignity wh 


pager init 8 f: 4 } 
there promiſes, 3 fam. 5. G. of bring Chif at 
Captain; Here chen they may lawfully quench their 


thirſt of Honour, yea and that of Revenge too, by 
wrecking their urmoſt malice on this their ſo grand 
Enetny. Let it be remembred how long it hath be- 
ſooled and cheated the World, and be expoſed to all 
the ſhames and deteſtation yp a:diſcoyered „ 
| 2 ay 


. 
116 The Gentleman's\Calling, 

Nay let it be broughtto a ſolemn Arta igument, thoſe 
innumerable Murders , of which it has been guilty; 
charged on it, and proſecuted to death, fo uſtetly ex - 
tinguiſhed, chat it may never again appear in the 
World, whileſt all good men applaud the juſtiet, and 
ſay, Ss let all bine Enemies periſh; O Lor. 
26. Havlng thus reflected on the common Abuſes of 
Reputation, all that remains is to confider how inju- 
rious men are to themſelves in their ill managery of 
this Talent, which might be improved not only to 


their final account, but even their preſent pleaſure. 


For firſt, he that by ſeaſona ble advice reſcues any 
man from a courſe of fin, will infallibly feel ſo unut- 


A -rerable a complacency in having done fo, that he will 


find he was kind to himſelf, as well as the other;- and 
will have no temptation to think himſelf improfirab= 
ly imployed, though that were to be his only Re ward. 
This bringing ſinners to repentance is ſo noble, ſo 
tempting a defign;that it drew even God himſelf from 
Heaven to proſecute it; and that not by cheap and 
eaſie means, but by all thoſe ſufferings, which hu- 
mane Nature moſt trembles at: yet ſuch was the joy of 
Man's ſalvation; which was ſet before him, asenabled 
him to endure the Groſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame, Heb. 12. 2. 
. How rich a bargain will it then be toa manto partake 
with him in that joy, to ſhare with him in that prize, 
upon ſo much eaſier terms, to pay but a little breath 
for that which echauſted his blood, and to become (in 
a lower inferiour ſenſe) a Saviour without a Croſs ? 
27. In like matiner , he that by a ſtrict and exem» 
plary converſation ſets himſelf up a 1and-markrtodireR 
men in this turbulent and dangerous Sea, his light, tis 
true, goes forth to others, but the warmch and cheriſh- 
ing heat of it remains within his own breaſt. What 
chear ful, what exulting reflections may he make up- 
on himſelf, that can make good St. Paul's proteſtati- 
On, 
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on; 4s 20. 26: — — ety ON 
That he hath not — $ example enſnared 


any, ſail; but on the:cotitrary hath: by-poſitive il» 
luftious as of Virtue „ 0 Fn adorn his 


Chriſtian dere — to dra ſelytes not to 
the Name; but the obedience of 77 That hath 
made it his buſineſſa do land in che Gp nat only by 
his Interceſſions with — — GY lagoes but by 
— — with Men art the Nati” . 
on, and by a ſteady _— g hit aa inſt the in- 
undation of profanedeſſe and, li delle, hath in- 
vited others to give ſome op: to thoſe impure tors 


r t has always been accouned 10 glorious a; 
thing ea redeem ones Countrey ee 
be de cher eg hazards erde wi 

the Tj „But there is no vaſlalage ſo: 
ignohle. nd Eads at o Vice, and 


ently no attempt ſo worthy, ſo ingenuous, ſo 
. to the CET ab co break. that yoke. 


He that aſpires to no more hey 2 20 * 


only pn the defenſive part ſt 
e again 


againſt Satan: but he that . 
Reformations, maintains an inya 


him, and ſo more ſhakes his kingdom n of.! 
any finaer-is the diſpoſſeſſing wg of vs. 
2 derritory, and we —2 in the 


u: Which 


we di- 


This is indeed the trug * 
chough many have 5 to frg 
cern.ygthing of thelee 2 ﬀeRs ; EN 
ons ona witneſſe to theexcel lency 
ought o animate men to be 
have coveted to be thought. 
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28. I ſuppoſe I need not go on to 285 22 instance: 
every mans ſenſe, without conſulting either his Rea- 
ſon or 
better to 


igion, will be able to pronounce that tis 
in Peace 1 Hoſtility, to have 2 mou 
3 than 
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by the Avenger o F Bloud, | The greuter is the Miracle, 
that men who in * other inftances de vote themes 
wholly co their ferſaaliey, ſhookd here only abjate ie 4 
that when body and ſoul cotne in competition live 
- az they had no ul, yet upon dis occa ſion can dite, 
206 if they tad 16 bodies. On thar mem ſhowtd de 
ſuch ill husband ef their ſuffet inge; and fu en- 
hance Satan markets! Alas, 2 * 4 Pürchaſe 
will never be taken om of cheit hands; how many 
Cha pmen ſocyer they ſee about it, they may ſecure 
their eſtate there ſitm enough by thoſe ſins they have 
more guſt of: why ſhould they be thus madly pro- 
dig} to out: bid the common fate? Muſt Gentlemen 
buy damnatioti as they uſually d6 Waies dtaret than 
other men 2 How isPerditiow become ſo — 
like Nucbeſ, a doable! ſorbitade ig:fudged Tight” for 

whileft Heaveir in che mean time like Leab nd 


deſpiſed. that d theught ah injury to bayetharod- | 


traded on theirs thongh upon theeafieſt werms 7'Cer= 
tainſy they zye Wange tranf@rming Op which 


theſe men mike nie of, Would God they veuld be 
perly not to Veep on at leaſt for à Mile 
to lay by tho Glalſes, a 1 * their 


emvine and "aſe L donbtror 
Frey will fe tk — 1 be Infony, which 


ſers men at deftatice with God and that Repittati- 
| pntheraloſie r these ani when hes River i 


peyr ies Fri ornores his lers at 
whole" feet” . Keb, N cM both 
themſelyes and 22 en! p 572 70 * 
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1 E babe now according to our propoſed me 
W tbod, ſurveyed diſtinitly thoſe ſeveral Ad- 
— A which Gentlemen enjoy and may. 
ſureh give the ſame Teſtimony, which Caleb and Joſhua 
did Canaan, NVonb. 14. The Land which we paſſed 
thoto co ſearch ix, is an exceeding good Land. Tis s 
rich andfertile Soil wherein theſe men are planted, ſich as 
bith a natural aptitade ang vigour to produce the moſh ex. 
cellent Fruits, But PAfadile is ſelf required" dreſſing, and 
therefore we find Adam bad that wor 7 bim in bis 
Innocence, And ſurely theſe his Sons may well ſubmit 10 the 
ſame Tack: by the faitbful diſchargewhereof they may make 
fome approaches towards dbat bis priſtine ſtate, 
2. I need nos be 4g ain inculcated, that all theſe their Re- 


ceits have their t and particular ends in Gods afſign= - 


ment. Twill be more uſeful to remember them, bow near 

tbey art concerned not to pervert the Counſel of God ag 
themfelves,by rex or give them their due expected im- 
provements, For though be bt 4 moſt liber al, yet is be not a 
ne were Mgr „ but keeps an exałi and pun account 
Whatever be thus delivers out, and will not fail ſeverely 
fo avenge the pe e Goods,” Indeed ſuch an abo 
uſe hai ſd Fatal an Efficary, that it quite changestheir Na- 
ture, anverts.t rom-ble [ings to the heavieſt Curſes: 
Wall God too many men had not thut exentylified theiv 
own 9 ve Ke by a Kinde of Anti · creatioti 
Teac of - y | 


. Pit? 15 "they fPould be permitted to ſleep in that 
darkneſs whith t es have made. And therefore if this 
little Tract pal fiifinth any ſuch bands, # muſt ad to 
cone upon tat untivil, yet / yah | 
relP, to awake thew ro ſome Conſideration, and 6 Philip's 
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yet friendly Errand, to diſturb abe: 


„ Belſhazzar ( thougb with the Cup at bis mouth, 
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The Gentleman's Calling. 
to put them in miũ de, that in the muaſt of tber freeſt en- 
J yments they are ſtill but Steward, and know noi lied ſoon 

bei / Lord may ſummon them to gbeir own accgunts, And 
Wh that confuſion and conſternation muſt they ttbe 
rie Audit, who have ſo unfaithfully Ne ruſt 
Tis tberefore now uo longer time to dolly,but by an aſſidus 


out care and diligence to endeawour to redeem their paſt ill 


, $whandry, leſt the 7 run the fate of that evil ſeryant men- 
timed, Mit. 24. be ſurpriſed in the midſt. of their nor di- 
pecies, and hape their _ aſſigned them in Weeping 
and gnaſhing of T Teeth 

4. Ind now What bjettion can they poſſi tbly make agcinſt 
this ſo neceſſary « cation , which is founded upon ſuch mo- 


tives, as (bould metbinks infallibly prevail upon all forts of 


Fempers 2 If they have any ſenſe of fear, here are thoſe ter- 
2 of the Lord, which . enougb to ſe et even 4 
is Concu⸗ 
« Gines by bis ſide)a trembling. Cotelaly be muſt not be an- 
I frozen but petrified in deſperate 3 impiety, whom even « 
ae of thoſe eternal flames will not be able to diſſalve. 
5+ But if Fear (though of God) be tos degeuerous aFaſ- 
2 for a Gentleman io own, this adyice can upon 45 00d 
-proynds addrefs it ſelf to their Hope:  fhere | is as. well the 
Toy of the Lord for the Faithful, at the outer perk 
or the unprofica ble Servant. For thou b God bave 
4 abfalute Dominion, and might exatt ohedienc 11 
are N yet he is more Wo d, Yo ſbet 55 6B 
pefattour th an 4 Lord, end there (re edeſcends: to treat i 


— by the more gentle, 'and u viting Api of 9277 
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end Rewards, Nay, indeed the, 7 of this Comm 
4 any: 
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yeo us. Capable Subjetts 
erefore RT 


deferes tr beſtom. Aud this ſur og 50 
diligent ne fiatiug with thoſe, 
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fr ih in themſ⸗ Ives they'ar 
tan 4 eve on them, Ap 
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ſons undermine bio bole Fonntatien fo v4 


11 "ehe Conc fron, 22 1 12 
Ser anti thought the cure be wa in purſult of, deſerved 4 
ſubmiſſion” to tbe ſevereſt Preſcriptions, If the Prophet 
had bid tliee do ſome great thing, wouldſt'thou' not 
have done it? 2 Kings 5. 3. So ſurely we may conclude: 
thoſe endleſs 7 oys propoſed by God, arecbeaply earnea che 
by the moſt exhauſting Labour, the moſt vigorous Taks, >< 
6. Bu ſuch is the tenderneſ? and indulgence of our gra. 
otous Maſter, ſo earneſt bis defire of bis diſpenſing bis Re- 
ward, that he will not truſt mens ſloth and folly with ſuch 4 
Pretence of defeating themſelves; and therefore bath n. 
nexed-no ſuch condition, Webuveſeen, through all the ſee; 
vera parts of Duty which conſtitute'the Gentlemans Cal. 
ling, that they are of a quite aiſtant frame; not Foils but r. X_ 
freſments, not Yokes but Crowns ſuch at differ only in | 
from thoſe Celeſtial ones to which they tend; ſo thit bere 1 
bait even to the greateſt Viluptuary, And whothatvk erves: 
bow many ſuch there be, Would expect this Fruit of * 
Jiſe ſhould jtill bang untourbed p Let ſuch a_prepoſterous 
Temperante have they put on, that they are proof agi ſt all 
4 allurements. Good God] What contradictiomt ure men 
made up ! It is the buſineſs of their lives ts pamur ple 
fures, and yet when thoſe of the moſt refined in \axpiſit 
fort would vun into their embraces; they grow coy. and cat 
pot be courted to receive them, We daily ſee the Devil bats: 
* Martyrs : it ſrems be bath hin A ſceticks too." nd fo- 
Witty is the grown in creating fins , tbas bey babe 
found out 6 of felf- denial.” Would God theſe wbſur 
Mortiflers 6s be perſwaded to remit 8 their. 
. n Relignwrhane ls 
255 fame eleration, ſome times of koſtwiey en why. 
Poald Satan's Potaries be ſo much more Sealous than Gods + 
45.10 make th abſtinence ſopeipetualy enn 01? 
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PRIVATE DEVOTIONS. 4x5 - 
that amto anſwer for ſo many fins of other men, as : 
well as my ſelf, that have thus been a ſoare on Mig 
pab, and a Net ſpread on Mount Tabor, the Inſtru- 
ment of entangling and betraying ſo many Souls? O 
merciful Lord, who delighteſt not in the death of a 
finner, look with pity both on them, and me; Give 
me a ſincere and earneſſ Repentauce, for my own of- 
fences, and if it be thy bleſled will, make me ſome way 
inſtrumental to che begetting the like in them. that 
may be as contr ibutive to their Recovery, as-1 have 
been to their Fall: And let the conſciouſneſs of my 
great ſloth and unfa ithfulneſie in all tbe parts of my 
Stewardſhip, excite me to 2 more diligent. and in- 
duſtrious improvement of all thoſe advantages thou 
haſt put into my hands, for thy glory, the benefit of 
my Brethren, and the eternal joy of my oven Soul. 
Grant this, O gracious Lord, ſor his ſake who came 
to call ſinners to Repetitance, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


4 — 2 

Moſt gracious and moſt bountiſul Lord, who 
doeſt good unto all, but haſt in an extraordi- 
nary meaſure abounded tome thy unworthieft 
Servant. I defire with all exuberant thankfulneſs of 
heart, to confeſs and celebrate this thy great goodneſs. 
Lord, Thou haſt not been to me a Wilderneſs, a Land 
of Darkneſs, but haft cauſed my Lot to fall in a fair 
ground. Thou haſt not only given me a Natural, and 
a capacity of a Spiritual life, but haſt alſo enriched 
me with many advantages for the comfortable ſup- 
port of the one, and the happy improvement of = 
other, above what thou affordeſt to multitudes of 
others. Thou haſt liberally given me of the de ol 
Heaven, and fatneſs of the Earth, an Aſſurance of all 
thoſe good things whictt' may both oblige and aſſiſt 
me cheatfully to ſerve Thee. O let not my Mere ihe 

j 
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#% PRIVATE DE VOTIONS: 
Gideon's/Bieace remain dry, whileſt all about it is thuy 
7 watred from He auen ; but give me, I be- 

ſuck a (cate aſthy Mercy. — — 
> if in a — —-„ 
done fo much for chis meaneſt Plant in thy Vineyard, 
Areſt it and fenced it a bout with chy Grace and Pro- 
videnoe; nnd having builc A OI Weep moſt 
the Ve —— —0 ũ 

cage. not ſo gracious, ſo equita ble a 
fruſtraced, when thou lookeſt it ſhoald bring 
ich grapes, 8 
thoſe — enjoy above others, eto 

exale my (elf; 3 — ys to 

remember chat it is Thou only that — 
Nom another. Lord, ſet chy methods be my Docu- 
ments, thy Diſpenfarions of Todals cowards me, 
the Enpagements and Band of — and moſt 
inviolable Davy, that that -Eminency of condition 
wherein thou haſt placed me in this World, may be 
ay effectual Admonition to me to be eminent in Vir- 


tue, chat Men ſceing my good Works, may glor iſie 
Thee my Heavenly Father, through JelusChriſt out 
Lord and blefled Saviour. | 
molt 94 — fig * Im Judge. 
| Thow K partia 

O who de ſpiſeſt not he ran, — 

— che Mir, Make me — 
—.— and — — chote 
omward Previdedges xrBong mea, can exe 
me from thy ſevete Tribunal , bu: — — 
day de brought ght to Jadgernent asfor atl drat 1 have 
done in the fleſh, fo particularly for thoſe Ipecialand of 
peculiat Advantages » whereby chou baſt deſerimi -in 
nated me ſtom my menner Brechren: And ob iet theſe 
Tetrours of the Lotd timely: petſwade, yea conſttain 
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PRIVATE DEVYOTIONS. 
| ch ploying of all I have received , av 
— 4 of 
*grafit that 0 t 
— ſuch an efficacy on my Practice, —— 
ways guide, never upbraid me. And as du traſt 
opened thy hand wide to me in temporal enty, fo 
enlarge my heart in 


Thankſulneſſe toward Thee, and 
in Compaſſion and Bounty toward thy poot Mem- 
bers: 1 am not ſtraitned by thee, O let me not be 
ſtra icned in my own bowels z let neither Coveton ſ- 
neſſe nor Riot make me poor in the midſt of Riches, 
hut grant me that true Enjoyment which conſiſts in a 
Charitable diſpenfing of them, that forſa king all the 
— nauſeated pleaſures of Luxury; I may 
2 e tomy ſelf that more ſol id tranſcondim de- 
 S Tightoffuccouring — — Chriſti» 
| ns. Lord, ſuffer not my Wealth to 2 
wich bick 


t ay, nor the Ruſt of it to bear wi 

.- againſt me, but rather make me of the number oſthoſt 
that need relief, than of thoſe who want hearts t 
ve it. And fince inthy gracious Providence thou 
aſt placed me in a condition of eaſe and vacancy, O 
let me not pervert it into a life of Idleneſſe and Sen 
' ſuslity, let me not be lefle, but better buſied then other 
men. O never ſuffer me to incur the ęuilt or reproach 
| 82 indifferent in my 
| with Thee, than others. ate of cheir craffique wich rhe 
World, of having leſſe care of my own and tber 
mens immortal fouls, then they have of their corrup= 
tible bodies; but make me fo induftriouſly to buf | 

band every minute of that precious Time thou ſt 
me here, as may be in order to a bleſſed Eternity both 
of my (elf; and as many mare as thou ſhalt put with 
in my reach. O let not any perſons ever have cauſe 
to accuſe their relation to me, for betraying them to 
Sin here, or Miſery hereafter ; but grant that all thac 
are 
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1 PRIVATE 'DEVOTTONS; | 
are under my care or power, may receiveſuch i- 
ſome influence from me, as may nouriſh all Chriſtian- 
Practice among them; And, Lord, gtant that my 
Example may be ſuch to all, that 1 never prove to 
any an occaſion of Falling: Let me nevet contribute 
to that power and empire. which Vice has gotten in 
the World; but with a ſteady courage oppoſe all Im- 
piety, how cuſtomaty or ſucceſsful ſoever; Let me 
think nothing Honorable, but what bears Thy Ramp 
and impreſſe on it, but engage, and animate, and in- 
flame my benumm d breaſt, to the moſt eager and 
vigorous endeavour of recovering diſcountenanced 
Vircue. co ſome eſteem and reputation among men. 
And; O Lord, grant that by an aſſiduous Practice of 
all Duty, 1 — arrive to ſuch a guſt and reliſh of it, 
as may uttetly (upplant- any ſenſual delights in my 
own heart, and may alſo qual iſie me experimentally 
to aſſure others how ſweet the Lord is, that I may be 
an effectual (though unworthy ) Inſtrument in thy | 
hand of drawing many tothe Obedience of Chriſt, 
and that renouncing all the vain torturing Ambitions 
ofthis world, I may aſpire to no other honour but 
that of being approved by Thee as a good and faith- 
ſul Servant; that by thy mercy; having my Infirmi- 
ties covered, and my Sincerity accepted, I may at laſt 
be admitted into the Joy of my Lord, through the 
-merics of Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and Me- 
diacour. eAmen, 


— 
* 


b 
) 
| 
i 
1 


